standard 


every issue does not necessarily contain 
all these contents, but they are 
the regular features which 
continually recur. 


|NEWS and COMMENT 


Diary 
News 
Astragal’s Notes and Topics 
| Letters 


ma Societies and Institutions 


contents 


ECHNICAL SECTION 


Information Sheets 
Information Centre 
Current Technique 
| Questions and Answers 
| Prices 


The Industry 

PHYSICAL PLANNING 

SUPPLEMENT 
ICURRENT BUILDINGS 


BHOUSING STATISTICS 


Architectural Appointments 

BiWanted and Vacant 

No. 3018) [VoL. 117 

THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 

9, 11 and 13, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 

§.W.1. *Phone : Whitehall 0611 
Price 1s. od. 


Registered as a Newspaper. 


The Architects’ JPERNAL ‘for’ I, 1953 
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A glossary of abbreviations of Government Departments and Societies and Committees 


oF all kinds, together with their full address and telephone numbers. 
lished in two parts—A to Ie one week, Ig to Z the next. 


The glossary is pub- 
In all cases where the town is not 


mentioned the word LONDON is implicit in the address. 


AA 


Architectural Association, 34/6, Bedford Square, W.C.1 Museum 0974 
Association of Art Institutions. Secy.: W. Marlborough Whitehead, ‘* Dyneley,” 
Castle Hill Avenue, Berkhampstead, Herts. 
Architects’ Benevolent Society. 66, Portland Place, W.1. 
Association of Building Technicians. 5, Ashley Place, S.W.1. 
Arts Council of Great Britain. 4, St. James’ Square, S.W.1. 
Aluminium Development Association. 33, Grosvenor Street, W.1. 
Association for Planning and Regional Reconstruction. 34, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1. 
34/36, Bedford Square, W.C.1. 
68, Portland Place, W.1. Langham 8738 
15, Half Moon Street, Piccadilly, W.1. 
Grosvenor 4761 
Langham 5721 
Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1. 
Reliance 7611, Ext. 1706 
Building Centre. 26, Store Street, Tottenham Court Road, W.C.1. Museum 5400 
British Colour Council. 13, Portman Square, W.1. Welbeck 4185 
British Cast Concrete Federation. 17, Amherst Road, Ealing, W.13. Perivale 6869 
British Cast Iron Research Association. Alvechurch, Birmingham. Redditch 716 
British Door Association. 10, The Boltons, S.W.10. Fremantle 8494 
British Electrical Development Association. 2, Savoy Hill, W.C.2. Temple Bar 9434 
British Ironfounders’ Association. 145, Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2. 
Glasgow Central 2891 
British Institute of Adult Education. 29, Tavistock Square, W.C.1. Euston 5385 
Building Industries Distributors. 52, High Holborn, W.C.1. Chancery 7772 
Building Industries National Council. 11, Weymouth Street, W.1. Langham 2785 
Board of Trade. Millbank, S.W.1. Whitehall 5140 
British Rubber Development Board. Market Buildings, Mark Lane, E.C.3. 
Mansion House 9383 


Langham 5721 
Victoria 0447-8 
Whitehall 9737 
Mayfair 7501/8 


Euston 2158-9 
Architectural Students’ Association. 


Architects’ Registration Council. 
Association of Scientific Workers. 


Board of Architectural Education. 66, Portland Place, W.1. 
Building Apprenticeship and Training Council. 


Building Research Station. Bucknalls Lane, Watford. Garston 2246 
Building Societies Association. 14, Park Street, W.1. Mayfair 0515 
British Standards Institution. 28, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Abbey 3333 


Building Trades Exhibition. 4, Vernon Place, W.C.1. Holborn 8146/7 
City and Borough Architects Society. C/o Johnson Blackett, F.R.I.B.A., 


Civic Centre, Newport, Mon. Newport 5491 

County Architects’ Society. C/o F. R. Steele, F.R.I.B.A., 
County Hall, Chichester. Chichester 3001 
Cement and Concrete Association. 52, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1. Sloane 5255 
Council for Codes of Practice. Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1. Reliance 7611 
Copper Development Association. Kendals Hall, Radlett, Herts. Radlett 5616 


Congrés Internationaux d’Architecture Moderne. Doldertal, 7, Zurich, Switzerland. 
Council of Industrial Design. Tilbury House, Petty France, S.W.1. Abbey 7080 
Council for the Preservation of Rural England. 4, Hobart Place, S.W. Sloane 4280 
Coal Utilization Council. 3, Upper Belgrave Street, S.W.1. Sloane 9116 
Council for Visual Education. 13, Suffolk Street, Haymarket, S.W.1. Reading 72255 
Directorate General of Works, Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1. 
Reliance 7611 
13, Suffolk Street, S.W.1. Whitehall 0540 
Horseguards Avenue, Whitehall, S.W.1 


Design and Industries Association. 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


Trafalgar 8855 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association (Incorporated). LIN House, 
, Piccadilly, W.1. Regent 4448 


English Place-Name Society. 7, Selwyn Gardens, Cambridg eC. 
Faculty of Architects and Surveyors. 8, Buckingham Salen Gdns, S.W.1. 
Sloane 2837 

Federation of Association of Specialists and Sub-Contractors, 
, Arundel Street, Strand. Temple Bar 6633 
Federation of British Industries. 21, Tothill Street, S.W.1. Whitehall 6711 
Forestry Commission. 25, Savile Row, W.1. 
Federation of Coated Macadam Industries. 37, Chester Square, S.W.1. Sloane 1002 
The Flush Door Manufacturers Association Ltd. Trowell, Nottingham. Ilkeston 623 
Friends of the Lake District. Pennington House, nr. Ulverston, Lancs. 

Ulverston 201 
26, Great Ormond Street, Holborn, W.C.1. 

Chancery 7583 
The Federation of Painting Contractors, St. Stephen’s House, S.W.1. Whitehall 3902 
Federation of Registered House Builders. 82, New Cavendish Street, W.1. 


Federation of Master Builders. 


Langham 4041 

Faculty of Surveyors of England. Buckingham Palace Gdns., S.W.1. 
Sloane 2837 
Gas Council. 1, Grosvenor Place, S.W.1. Sloane 4554 
Georgian Group. 27, Grosvenor Place, S.W.1. Sloane 2844 


Housing Centre. 13, Suffolk Street, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 


Whitehall 2881 
Incorporated Association of Architects and Surveyors. 


75, Eaton Place, S.W.1. 
Sloane 5615 
Institute of Contemporary Arts. 17-18, Dover Street, Piccadilly, W.1. Grosvenor 6186 
Institution of Civil Engineers. Great George Street, S.W.1. Whitehall 4577 
Institution of Electrical Engineers. Savoy Place. W.C.2. Temple Bar 7676 
Illuminating Engineering Society. 32, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Abbey 5215 


ABS 
| ABT 
ACGB 
ADA 
APRR 
ArchSA 
ARCUK 7 
AScW 
BAE 
BC 
BCC 
BCCF 
BCIRA 
BDA 
BEDA 
BIA 
BIAE 
BID | 
BINC 
BOT 
| 
| BRS | 
BSA 
BSI 
BTE 
CABAS 
CAS | 
CCA 
CCP 
CDA . 
CIAM | 
COID | 
CPRE | 
CUC 
CVE 
DGW 
DIA | 
DPT 
EJMA 
EPNS 
FAS 
| FASSC 
FBI 
FC 
FCMI 
FDMA | 
FLD 
FMB 
FPC i 
FRHB 
FS (Eng.) | 
GC 
GG 
HC 
IAAS 
ICA 
ICE 
IEE 
; IES 


London , 


County Council, 


Sheerwater 


Housing Estate, 


Woking, Surrey. 


Housing Architect: 
S. Pinfold Esq., A.R.1.B.A., 
under the direction of 
the Director of Housing 
and Valuer, C. H. Walker 


M.1.Mun.E. 


Main Contractors: 
Sir Lindsay Parkinson & 
Co., Ltd. 


Plastering Contractor: 
— Bros. (London) 
Led. 


For best results at minimum cost and in accordance with modern practice use LIM b-gauged 
mixes for brickwork and masonry, for internal plastering and for external rendering. 


TiMe 


Details of Cement) LIME) Sand mixes conforming to British Standard Codes o! 
Practice will be sent on application to 


THE SOUTHERN LIME ASSOCIATION, HANOVER HOUSE, 7378 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1I. 


Tel. 
THE LIMESTONE FEDERATION, 25 CRAIG'S COURT, WHITEHALL, LONDON, S.W.!. 


Tel. 


HOLborn 5434 
WhHitehall 6052 


BURIONSONSTRENT 


| 


OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE WRITTEN THIS ADVERTISEMENT 


‘Thank you for your letter of the 2§th “Re shop front delivered. We are 


November. The special staircase is in highly delighted with this joinery, 
: all respects an example of high class There was no trouble in fixing same. 
joinery, with which I am extremely We wish to record our thanks to all 


pleased.” concerned.” 


THE MIDLAND JOINERY WORKS LTD., BURTON-ON-TRENT. Phone: Burton 5085 (4 lines) 
ENQUIRIES INVITED. ESTABLISHED 1921 
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At the Power House of the North Thames Gas Board’s Tar and 
Ammonia Products Works, Beckton, a complete, robust ventila- 
tion system was required to withstand effects of the chemical- 
laden atmosphere. A survey by our technical staff showed that, 
for good working conditions, the air within the Power House 
should be completely changed every three minutes. The Colt 
SRC 3080 Controllable High Duty Roof Extractor Ventilator 
of anticorrosive hardened aluminium was ideally suitable for 
this problem, providing a natural yet fully controllable extract 
system, without the running costs, maintenance and wear and 
tear of a mechanical system. It was estimated that twenty of 
these Ventilators were required. Thcse were supplied and fitted 
by Colt. Results have since proved to be an unqualified success 
and confirmed all original calculations. 


Many years’ experience of all types of ventilation problems 


re) enables us to bring a supremely practical approach to the science 
Way) of air induction and extraction. If your problem is one of 

existing conditions which are unsatisfactory, then Colt can effect 
the greatest possible improvement—often without structural alterations or interrupting 


production. If you want maximum flexibility of ventilation in any new plans you may have in 


hand—we shall be glad to give our advice at the earliest possible stage. Our evperts are always 


keen to tackle new problems or advise on more familiar ones, 


...at the drawing board stage 


FREE MANUAL 


SEE COLT ABOUT VENTILATION... with full specifications of the 
: wide range of Colt Ventilators 


WHATEVER YOU DO is available on request from 
Dept. A.15/171 


COLT VANTILATION 


INDUSTRIAL AND DOMESTIC 
COLT VENTILATION LTD + SURBITON + SURREY + ELMbridge 6511-5 


Also at Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Cowbridge (Glam.), Dublin, Edinburgh, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, Sheffield & Warwick a 1s 


A 
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ONE PENNY PLAIN AND TWOPENCE COLOURED 


It isn’t very difficult to understand why almost every 
customer will sport the other penny to avoid the plain 
things in life—yet how often manufacturers, to their cost, 
forget this simple truth. 

Good materials, good design, and good workmanship all 
help to make a product efficient and durable, but it is 
more often the quality of the finish that first attracts 
and tempts the consumer. A Cellon finish will make your 


product stand out distinctively from among its 


competitors; make it noticed, and not merely seen—and 
that’s the sales battle more than half won! 

Cellon Limited manufacture paints and finishes of 
unvarying high quality (plain and coloured) for 
every industrial and decorative purpose. For Wood 
Finishing —the superb Cerric range; for Transport 
and Marine—the renowned Cerrux range; for Industry 
—specially formulated finishes by Cellon; AND 
FOR GOOD DECORATORS EVERY WHERE— 


CERRUX 


DECORATIVE PAINTS 


CELLON LIMITED ° KINGSTON-ON-THAMES . PHONE: KINGSTON 1234 


CVS—744 


E 
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Every time you take a chair away you add to the 


general confusion because there doesn’t seem to be 
anywhere to put it. This is great fun at a children’s 
party, but not even faintly amusing when you are clearing an 
assembly hall during the tea interval for a gymnastic display. 
Most organisers have heard about nesting chairs, but not all 
of them know about wood nesting chairs. You can see how 


easily they stack, you can feel how comfortable they are. 


WOOD NESTING CHAIRS 


* KINGFISHER LIMITED, Charles Street and Phoenix Street, West Bromwich, Staffs. 


Telephone : Tipton 1631. Telegrams : Kingfisher, Phone, West Bromwich, London: 139, Knightsbridge, S.W.1. Telephone: Kensington 1331 


= HIN 
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ingfisher 


The snowman himself couldn’t have picked a | tect can highlight individual features of a building 
better place—it needs a touch of white to bring | or give all four walls the freshness of virgin snow. 


life and colour to a sombre setting. | Snowcrete is also used for producing renderings, 
With Snowcrete, the pure white cement, the archi- | facings, terrazzo and cast stone of great durability. 


SNOWGRETE ) WHITE PORTLAND CEMENT 


Full particulars fom: THE CEMENT MARKETING COMPANY LIMITED 


PORTLAND HOUSE, TOTHILL STREET, LONDON, S.W.1 ER 


G. & T. EARLE LIMITED, WILMINGTON, HULL & 


THE SOUTH WALES PORTLAND CEMENT & LIME COMPANY LTD., PENARTH, GLAM. UNDER FREE ENTERPRIS 


Vi 
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The Studio Window | 
BY EDWARD ARDIZZONE 
A large window with a north light is an essential for all painters. The 
technique of metal window construction, working on traditional lines, is ideal ; 


for such ‘purpose-made’ windows.*Crittalls can provide a solution for all 


contemporary window problems. 


CRITTALL WINDOWS 


THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIMITED 


BRAI) CREE, ESSEX, TEL: BRAINTREE 106, AND 210 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1, TEL: HOLBORN 6612 
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BUILD WIT 


Shutters and Fireproof Doors @ 


Welded Steel Tanks ® Steel and 


Glass Partitions. 


Structural Steelwork © Steel Rolling 


Building 
for the 
Future... 


Progressive firms look forward to the time when 
expanding ‘business will demand the extension of 
their premises. When that time comes, alterations 
or additions will be more easily effected if the original 
frame is steelwork, preferably BOOTH STEELWORK. 


STEELWORK 


Telephone: 1195 


JOHN BOOTH & SONS (BOLTON) LTD. HULTON STEELWORKS, BOLTON 


LONDON: 26 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.1. Telephone: ABBey 7162 


Vill 
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PEOPLES’ HOUSE by WIMPEY 


Clever design and the judicious use of standardisation 
has made possible a dwelling of high quality at low 


y cost in a minimum of time. This is an excellent 

example of the way it, which quantity produced 
joinery by Austins materially assists in solving the 
IN Nation’s housing problems. If Austin-Hall Windows 
Doors are specified no house construction need be held up. 


windows 


staircases 
and other 
interior 


woodwork 


ustinS of East Ham 


The Biggest Name in Joinery = od 
YEARS OF | 

JOINERY 


supplied by 


AUSTINS OF EAST HAM LTD., LONDON, E.6. GRANGEWOOD 3444/9: 


the Parent Company of f 


THE AUSTIN-HALL GROUP OF COMPANIES 


® 214/40 
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GIRLINGS 


Special Features include : 


Accurate thickness of top flange 
ensured by our patent core. 


2 Beams can be cast with a fairface 
Soffite: that can be left without 
plastering, with a suitably pointed 
joint. If plastering should be 
necessary, they can be left rough 
to make a good key. 


3 Light weight, thereby ensuring 
minimum reinforcement. 


Ribbed sides to ensure key to 
concrete grout in ribs. 


The ends of our beams 
are normally left open but 
can be formed solid at the 
Works, or during the pro- 
cess of fixing, if considered 
desirable. 


MMENSELY strong yet light in weight. GIRLINGS’ Pre- 


cast Concrete Floor and Roof units are designed to carry 


loads from 30 Ibs. to 5 cwt. per super foot. Replacing now 


scarce timber and steel, they can be supplied in any length to 


meet individual requirements. Easily and speedily laid by 


semi-skilled labour, they are now being used extensively for 


Delivered on the site priority building needs. For efficiency—speed—economy 


at short notice. 


specify GIRLINGS’ Beams. Full details on request. 


GIRLINGS’ FERRO-CONCRETE Co. Ltd. 


LATE KING GEORGE VI SOUTH: Great West Road, Feltham, Middlesex *Phone : HOUnslow 1158 
MIDLANDS: Rothwell, near Leeds *Phone : Rothwell 3174 (Leeds extension) 
SCOTLAND: Southbank Road, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow ‘Phone: Kirkintilloch 2244-5 


See our exhibit at the Building Centre, 26 Store Street, Tottenham Court Rd., W.C.I. 
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Waterproofing.» 
Masonry 


I.C.I. now supply silicones for waterproofing 
masonry. These new compounds have exceptional 
water-repellent properties. They are applied in 
dilute solutions by brushing or spraying and 

can be used on concrete, stonework, 


brick and plaster. 


Silicone waterproofing treatments are 


EFFICIENT 
Silicones flow readily into minute capillaries 
and waterproof in depth as well as on the surface. 


NON-CLOGGING 
Silicones allow the masonry to breathe. They 
do not fill up the pores but coat the walls of 

the capillaries. 


DURABLE 
Silicones withstand weathering and have a long 
effective life. 


INVISIBLE 
Silicones do not alter the original texture, 
coiour or appearance of the masonry. 


For further information apply to 


IMPERIAL CHEMICAL 
INDUSTRIES LIMITED 


LONDON, 


S 
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NO VISIBLE MEANS 
OF SUPPORT... 


i ... AND NO INVISIBLE MEANS EITHER! The strength 
a and lightness of an aluminium sheath frequently eliminates 
the need for supporting structures—one more financial 


advantage of using 


| J. & P. ALUMINIUM SHEATHED CABLES 


British Patent Nos. 627815 & 627793 \/ 
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-TENTEST Specials 


Rabbit Warren Acoustic Board 


An acoustic material with a high absorption over a large band of frequencies, 


supplied in a range of attractive finishes and in self-supporting panels up to 
8’ 0” x 4’ 0’. 


Tentest Partitions 


of composite board on insulation board of a total thickness of 1}”. Easily erected 
and demountable: durable, and with good thermal insulation. 


Masonite Leatherwood 


A decorative material made of Masonite Tempered Presdwood embossed with a 
simulated leather-grained finish, in three pleasing colours. 


Fibreboard Sealer 


A cheap and effective medium for sealing insulating board or other absorbent 
materials to provide a base for painting. A very valuable saver of paint. 


Full particulars available on request. Write to us about all or any of these lines. 


TENTEST FIBRE BOARD CO. LTD., 75, CRESCENT WEST, HADLEY WOOD, BARNET, HERTS, 


ARCHITECTS 2 specify tentTEsT and 
FINNBOARD INSULATING BOARDS and MASONITE 
PRESDWOODS, and see that you get them for quality 
and service. 


*Phone: BARnet 9191 (5 lines) ’Grams : Fiboard, Norphone, London. 
LONDON OFFICE: 18 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.| PHONE: WHITEHALL 9366 
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The use of mastic, in the sense of a non-hardening seal between two 
units where movement is expected, is a comparatively recent develop- 
ment in this country arising originally out of the problems met in 
prefabricated construction. During the last ten years, however, a 
great deal has been learnt on the subject, and a code of good practice 
has been built up. The results of this experience have been collated in 
a booklet, which is freely available to those interested in the subject. 
Applications for copies should be made on professional notepaper, 
or, in the case of students, should be endorsed by a lecturer of the 
school they attend. Please address all enquiries to the Architectural 
Department. 


JOINT SEALING COMPOUND 


GROSVENOR STREET, LONDON, W.1. Phone: MAYfair 4027 
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Glikstes 
doors 

for use 
followir 


ASHFOR 
AXMINS 
BEBING 
BLACK? 
BRIGHT 
BRIXHA 
BROADS 
BUCKFE 
ANTE! 
CHERTS 
CHINGE 
CONWA 
COULSI 
CRAWL 
DARTF‘ 
DEAL 

DOVER 
EAST 4 
EAST F 
ESTRY 
EDMON 
ELLES} 
PPIN( 


ESHER 
FAVER 
FINCHI 
FOLKE 
FRIER® 
FULHA 
GARST 
GILLIN 
GODST 
GRAVE 
GREEN 
HARLO 
HASTI! 
HORLI 
HAY 
HEME! 
HERNI!I 
HOLLI 
HONIT 
HUYT¢ 
HYTHI 
ILFOR 
KIDSG 
KINGS 
LAMB! 
LEWIS 
LEYT( 
LITTL 
LIVER 
LLAN( 
LONG! 
LOUG! 
MAID: 
MANS 
NANT 
NEWT 
NORT 
PAIG) 
PLYM 
POPL: 
PRES1 
REIG! 
ROMN 
ST. A 
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Gliksten Mark flush 
doors have been supphed 
for use om estates for the 
following local authorities: 


ASHFORD 
AXMINSTER 
BEBINGTON 
BEXLEY 
BLACKPOOL 
BRIGHTON 
BRIXHAM 
BROADSTAIRS 
BUCKFASTLEIGH 
ANTERBURY 
CHERTSEY 
CHINGFORD 
CONWAY 
COULSDON 
CRAWLEY 
DARTFORD 
DEAL 
DOVER 
FEAST ASHFORD 
FAST RETFORD 
ESTRY 
EDMONTON 
ELLESMERE PORT 
EPPING 
EPSOM 
ERITH 
ESHER 
FAVERSHAM 
FINCHLEY 
FOLKESTONE 
FRIERN BARNET 
FULHAM 
GARSTANG 
GILLINGHAM 
GODSTONE 
GRAVESEND 
GREENWICH 
HARLOW 
HASTINGS 
HORLEY AND DORKING 
HAYDOCK 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
HERNE BAY 
HOLLINGBOURNE 
HONITON 
HUYTON-WITH-ROBY 
HYTHE 
ILFORD 
KIDSGROVE 
KINGSBRIDGI 
LAMBETH 
LAUNCESTON 
LEWISHAM 
LEYTON 
LITTLEHAMPTON 
LIVERPOOL 
LLANGEFNI 
LONGRIDGE 
LOUGH 
MAIDSTONE 
MANSFIELD-WOODHOUSE 
NANTWICH 
NEWTON ABBOT 
NORTHFLEET 
PAIGNTON 
PLYMPTON 
POPLAR 
PRESTON 
REIGATE 
ROMNEY MARSH 
QUEENSBOROUGH 
ST ALBANS 
SEAFORD 
SITTINGBOURNE 
SHARDLOW 
SOUTHWARK 
STAFFORD 
STEPNEY 
STOCKPORT 
SURBITON 
TAMWORTH 
TIVERTON 
TONBRIDGE 
TOTTENHAM 
WALTHAMSTOW 
WANDSWORTH 
WANSTEAD AND WOODFORD 
WEMBLEY 
WEST ASHFORD 
WEST HAM 
WEST MALLING 
WINDSOR 
WOOLWICH 
WORTHING 


CHEAPEST IN THE LONG RUN—THE BEST 
GLIKSTEN DOORS LIMITED, Carpenters Road, London, E.15 Telephone: AMHerst 4444 


Liverpool Office : 87, Lord Street. 


HARDWOODS 
SOFTWOODS 
PLYWOOD 

VENEERS 
HARDBOARDS 
INSULATION BOARDS 
DOORS 


Telephone: Central 3441 
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cuts costs 
of conversions 


BRITISH 


20 Albert Embankment - London 
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Speed up your conversion work with Plimberite 
and cut partitioning costs. A sheet (8 ft. x 4 ft. 
in thicknesses of 3” and }”) of this versatile 
resin-bonded wood chipboard cuts readily to fit 
any angle, thus saving you time, trouble and 
money. Manufactured under heat and pressure 
to a density of 50 Ibs/ cu. ft., Plimberite is rigid, 
flameproof, with good sound and thermal 
insulating qualities. Moisture movement and 
load tests, carried out on Plimberite by 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research prove its stability and strength. The 
surface of Plimberite, so ideal for painting, is 
also suited, because of its pleasing appearance, 
to staining, waxing and varnishing. To ensure 


best decorative results, ask for specifications of 


various finishes. Complete technical data on 
Plimberite is available from the manufacturers. 


PRICES (ex works) 10 boards and over 
4” — 1/14 per sq. ft. 
}” — 1/6 per sq. ft. 


Lower prices for large quantities 


PLIMBER LIMITED 


Offices constructed with }-in. PLIMBERITE and timber framing, by 
Messrs. Batger & Co., Confectionery Manufacturers, London, E.1. 


S.E.10 - Reliance 4242 
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The ‘* Sunray ’’ slow combustion stove is 
an appliance which will do a splendid job 
in any part of a house, hotel, factory, 
office or workshop. Supplied either inset 
or free-standing, with or without boiler, in 
deep or shallow patterns. It will burn all 
types of solid fuel, including dross and 
slack, and will stay alight all night. Finished 
in attractive shades of lustrous or vitreous 
enamels. 


FREE-STANDING 
MODEL 


INSET MODEL 


Full descriptive literature 
available on request. 


GRANGEMOUTH IRON CO.,LTD. 


Meee RK SCOMBAND = 
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Gas in the design for living 


The new enlarged gas and coke exhibit at the London Building Centre is now open. In it 
visitors will find the latest information on the use of gas and coke, mainly for domestic, but 
also for commercial purposes. Also shown are approved methods of gas and coke 
installation in contemporary housing. There is a sectional display of the latest gas and coke 
equipment, together with examples of commercial appliances. A technical representative is 
available to answer queries and there is a comprehensive reference library. Visits from individ- 
uals or parties are welcomed, (prior notice of a visit from an organised party will be appreciated). 


Reference Library = tt ae Gas & Coke kitchen Utility room 


ISSUED BY THE GAS COUNCIL, | GROSVENOR PLACE, LONDON, S.W.!. TELEPHONE: SLOANE 4554 
GCI7 
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WILLIAM KENYON & SONS LTD 


Manufacturers and suppliers of a wide range 
of thermal insulation materials 


KISOL VERMICULITE More and more architects 
and builders are insisting on ‘‘ Kisol ’’ Vermiculite for all types of 
building construction. Used as a roofing screed ‘‘ Kisol”’ gives 
maximum thermal insulation with the minimum amount of weight 
On structures. As a plaster aggregate for wall and ceiling finishes 
‘‘Kisol"’ prevents condensation and has sound-absorbent and fire- 
resisting properties. ‘‘Kisol’’ can also be used as a loose-fill 
thermal insulation for cavity and partitioned walls, etc.—but these 


are only a few of the many applications of ‘ Kisol You can get 
to know more about this interesting material and its possibilities 
by writing to our technical department. 


“ROCKSIL QUILTS “ Rocksil”’ Quilts are ideal sound 


insulators. When laid below floor boards or floor screeds of 
SEE OUR EXHIBIT AT 


USE 


THE BUILDING CENTRE concrete, they isolate impact noises at their source and prevent 


them from travelling through the structure to adjacent rooms. 
‘““Rocksil’’ is also a good thermal insulation medium, is non- 
hygroscopic, rot-proof, fungus-proof and is completely odourless. 


**Rocksil’’ Quilts and ‘‘Kisol’’ Vermiculite form 
part of the standard specification of Gregory Flats 
now being built for Local Authorities throughout 
the country. 


*Rocksil’’ Quilts are laid over timber joists and 

*“*Kisol"’ Vermiculite loose-fill is laid on boards 

oy secured between the joists below the insulating 
Gregory Housing Ltd quilts. 


=KENYO 
SUPERVIS CONSTRUCTION 


LIMITED 
INSULATION ENGINEERS CHESHIRE 


WILLIAM KENYON & SONS 
DUKINFIELD 
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nursery school 
| or day nursery 
| saves erection time 


SINGLE UNIT 
COMPLETED IN 


COMPLETED IN 


6 Montus 
3 Not only in speed of erection, but in constructional simplicity and in rational use of space 
P and materials, the ASCOS school represents a new conception in the economical provision 


for the care of the very young. Yet the substantial savings in time and money are achieved 
1 without detriment to the amenities essential today for the children and staff. Designed in 
| units, each unit accommodating 4o children and providing 1000 sq. ft. of playroom space, 
it can be erected as a single, double or triple unit, with kitchen. Single units £8,000 approx., 
including all services and fittings within the building. Multiple units in proportion. 


; You know from the start when we will complete 


An illustrated book Jet on construction, features, finish and services will be sent you on request. 


ANGLO-SCOTTISH 


CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LTD. 
No. 1 THE RIDGWAY, LONDON, S.W.19. Telephone: WIMbledon 5277/8/9 
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ARE 
MARLEY ANGLIA 


THE MARLEY TILE COMPANY GUARANTEES 


}. That Marley tiles will not laminate 
pr decay for 50 years. 

). Free maintenance of roof tiling fixed 
by Marley craftsmen for 10 years. 


“ Not for an age—but for all time 


EPPING RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL HOUSING SCHEME, GREEN GLADE, THEYDON BOIS 
Architect : R. O. Foster, F.R.I.B.A. of Messrs. Tooley & Foster. 
Contractors for the Site: R. E. Choles, Eric Anderson, A. T. Smith. 


The Marley Tile Company Ltd., London Road, Riverhead, Sevenoaks Kent. Sevenoaks 2251 M AR | Di Y 
Scotland: Bishopbriggs 1093. Wales: Pencoed 376. Northern Ireland: Belfast 24447. Eire: Dublin 51794 
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Classroom and corridor, using units of 24 ft. span 
(pitched roof) and 6 ft. span (flat roof) respectively. 


MEDWAY SCHOOL BUILDINGS MARK IV 


Permanent schools of modern design at far less cost 


The Medway Mark IV system will provide permanent schools of any size to suit any site, 
schools which are attractive and efficient from every point of view. Despite the flexibility of the system the cost 
of the Mark IV schools is appreciably less than any other building method. 

Low cost has been achieved by advanced production methods and by a design which minimises site-work 
expenditure. Technical staff are available to co-operate freely with Local Education Authorities during planning. 
Supply and erection of shell buildings can be undertaken anywhere in Britain. 


A 12 ft. span ( flat roof) addition to the 6 ft. access 


corridor. In this case the corridor is provided with 


curved Perspex” ventilated roof light. 


MEDWAY BUILDINGS AND SUPPLIES LIMITED 
PHOENIX WHARF, ROCHESTER, KENT. Telephone Strood 7521 
LONDON OFFICE: 157 VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. Telephone VICtoria 7611 
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Behind a number of Britain’s large scale enterprises lies the quiet efficiency of P & G 
Batteries. The generation of electricity is a case in point. The Portobello Power Station 
at Edinburgh (shown here) employs P & G Stationary Batteries for Switchgear Oper- 
ation, Emergency Lighting and other duties. Portobello is one of many. P & Gservice 
extends into many fields and covers complete specifications for any battery installations 
you care to name, a second and impartial opinion on an existing scheme, the provision 
of equipment and its installation, regular inspection and report. We welcome dis- 
cussion on any project on the sound principle that two heads are invariably better 


than one. 


PRITCHETT & GOLD and EPS Co. Ltd 


RTA STRECT LONDON swi 


Batteries and Control Panels for Emergency Lighting 


2 heads are 


) 


better than 1 
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THE CITY or LONDON 


a record of Destruction and Survival 


with a report on Reconstruction by the planning consultants : 


Holden and W. G. Holford 


m : - Roman Times to the present day. 
=— In it you can see the first known picture 
of London, made in A.D. 296, and follow 
i | the story through the growth of the medi- 
Z; aeval precincts, the Great Fire, Wren’s 
”/” plans for the City, and the Victorian im- 
provements. A series of brilliant and pre- 
= viously unpublished photographs provide 
the first et a record of the 1940-45 bomb damage when a 
third of the City was destroyed, when twenty of Wren’s City churches 
were ruined and dramatic new views of St. Pauls were revealed over 
the wastes of rubble. The proposals for reconstruction prepared for 
the Corporation of London by the consultants, Dr. C. H. Holden 
and Professor W. G. Holford, are shown in full detail. 
Here also an attempt is made to portray that complicated and diverse 
character which is peculiar to the City, that strange agglomeration of 
the monumental and intimate, tall business houses overlooking the 
intricacy of narrow alleys and quiet churchyards, the river, and the 
concentration of commercial and trade centres—banking, insurance, 
furs, shipping, textiles, wine, printing, markets and exchanges, all com- 
pressed into a few acres, an area so small that a pedestrian can com- 
fortably encompass it in an hour or two. What he is likely to see 
after reconstruction is completed and new buildings are woven in 
amongst the ancient landmarks is visualized in a series of drawings 
by Gordon Cullen. 


Bound in heavy buckram boards, gold blocked. Size 9kin. by Thin.; 341 pages; over 360 photo- 
graphs, engravings and maps, 40 of which are in colour. Price 25s. net, postage 10d. 
THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS, 9-13 Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W.1 
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LIFT & REFRIGERATING ENGINEERS 


DARTFORD KENT 
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Treading, 


ALSO APPROVED LAYING 
AGENTS FOR : 


“MARLEY” THERMO 
PLASTIC 


DE LA RUE TILES | 
PLASTIC TILES 
“GESCO” CORK TILES 


“HAREFIELD” RUBBER 
TILES 
NAIRNS LINO TILES | 


composition flooring 


I. Luxurious 
= Appearance. 
2. Hygienic. 6. Dustless. 
3. Long Life. 


7. Fireproof. | 
4. Tasteful Design | 


and Colours. 


5. Easy to 
Maintain. 


LEATHERFLOR LIMITED 


Full particulars and prices gladly sent. Write or phone 
Leatherflor, Limited, W ‘ellin: oton Works, Wellington Road, 
Forest Gate, London, E.7. (Tele. Mz \Ryland 6386/7)— 
Leatherflor, Limited, Inch Mil/, Hume Street, Arbroath, 
Scotland. (Tele. ARBroath 3271). 


iN 


INFORMATION SHEETS 


INCREASE HOUSE SPACE by 20°/, 
LOFT ACCESS STAIRS 


POPULARLY KNOWN AS LOFT LADDERS 
by the FIRST and ORIGINAL inventors 


Patentees and Manufacturers 
LOFT LADDERS LTD 


ee Continued restrictions on new buildings—both 

; in quantity and size—emphasises the need for 

using all available space in every home 

{|} — The loft, for instance, can increase the 

pair living space of the average house by at 

least 20 per cent. With a Loft Ladder, 

| access is as safe and easy as walking up the 

7 stairs. Information sheets issued on request, 

show in detail how this space may be made 

£ y available both in new work and conversion. 

7 Write for full particulars and prices of the 
various types. 


| Price from £14°Q°O 
7 LOFT LADDERS LTD 


/ The first and original inventors of Loft Ladders and Loft Access Stairs, 
/ BROADWAY WORKS, BROMLEY, KENT 


Tel : RAVensbourne 2624 
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DAIRY BUILDINGS - FOOD FACTORIES 


DYE WORKS - CHEMICAL FACTORIES 


GAS WORKS - TEXTILE FACTORIES 


Alframe roof construction requires 
no painting or other maintenance ; 
Condensate is colourless & non-toxic. 
F Resistant to sulphurous atmosphere. 


RAPID DE 


LICENC 


STRUCTURAL & MECHANICAL DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERS LTD 


2 BUCKINGHAM AVENUE .« SLOUGH « BUCKS Telephone: SLOUGH 232142 


ASSOCIATION with tannnam sucks 
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Whatever paint materials are specified, be certain that 
they conform to the highest standards of their type. 
Integrity and honesty in manufacturing are excellent 
qualities, and allied with scientific and _ technical 
knowledge, a very high standard of production is 
guaranteed. 

Our Laboratory, together with our Technical and Service 
Departments are prepared to assist in the drawing up of 
your specifications by the submission of panels, colour 
schemes, samples, etc., appertaining to the treatment of 
the various surfaces. 


Please contact us — we should be able to assist you. 


London Office and Showrooms : 
Also at the Building Centre, 26S 


wil 


TO SUIT ANY KITCHEN 


Seven capacities from 21,000 to 70,000 B.T.U’s per hour. 
Designed in accordance with B.S.S. 758. 

Approved by the Fue! Efficiency Dept. of the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 
ROBERT TAYLOR & CO. (lronfounders) LTD. 
LARBERT e STIRLINGSHIRE 


66 Victoria Street, S.W.1 
tore Street, London, W.C.|1 


DOMES 


TAYSO 
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* There's never a lot of noise in here — 
but footsteps and similar sounds often 
disturb readers. They put in thinner 
sound-absorbing tiles than usual, I 
understand, and so it all cost much less 
than was expected. A good bargain all 


round, most ratepayers think !” 


An inexpensive Acousti-Celotex sound-absorbing tile is tiresome. (Other tiles in the Acousti-Celotex range 
now available for installations where noise is irritating and | are more suitable for factories and buildings where 
distracting rather than loud and sharp. This tile—type | sound reverberation is excessive). 

Cl —is } in. thick and made in two sizes: 12” x 12” If cost is a major consideration, type Cl tiles are the 
and 12” x 24’. answer to your sound problem and like all Acousti- 
These tiles provide the most economical means for | Celotex tiles, they can be frequently decorated without 


permanent sound correction in offices, corridors, libraries, impairing their sound absorbing efficiency. 


waiting rooms, studios and other places where noise is 


\\ 
CELOTSE) 


: 


QQ RM VY 


BANISHES NOISE-FATIGUE 


jase 


CELOTEX LIMITED, NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD 
STONEBRIDGE PARK, N.W.10. Telephone ELGar 5717 
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ACOH AN \ yorkshire, the Midlan COMPANY LIMITED 662) 
N YorRs CULLUM & C ‘Tele: ARChway 2602) 
S tland and Northern COMPANY LIMITED IQ 
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Construction & & Storefitting 


NEW SHOWROOMS AT 
28, BROOK STREET, W.1 


Constructed & installed 


throughout by 
WESTMINSTER JOINERY 
FOR 
ALLIED IRONFOUNDERS 
LIMITED 


Westminster Joinery Limited 


26, WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, S.E.!/. TEL.: WAT 4532 


for STRENGTH 


for Power Stations and Generating Plants, Refineries, 


G 


HH Bridges, Steel Framed Buildings, Railway Sheds and 
. , Station Roofs, Findlay is prepared to meet your demands 
ss5 = I efficiently. Wide and long experience in the industrial 
— Engineering and Constructional fields assures clients the 
H 1 finest in planning and architectural engineering skill. 

4 
—s4 Srna If your plans call for-new construction.or expansion, at your 
NS —__ | Oy \ invitation a Findlay expert will gladly make a complete survey 

Designers Fabricators $3 Erectors 


Head Office: PARKNEUK WORKS © MOTHERWELL ° SCOTLAND 
Phone: Motherwell 496 


London Office: High Holborn House, 52/4, High Holborn, W.C.I. 
Phone: Holborn 7330 


FINDLAY:C 


Structure gineerts 
AOTHERW COTLAN. 
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COMBINED SHEETS WITH COVER SOAKERS 


The photograph below shows 


= part of the new Textile Extension 
(Asbestos cement) of the British Rayon producing plant 
PAT. No. 416840 PAT. No. 472926 and forms a good example of the use 


of these two products. 


“ TURNALL ” Combined Sheets provide 
double skin roofing with increased 
weather protection, strength and 
insulation. 


*“EVERITE ” Extractors, as illustrated, 
are scientifically designed Ventilators 
with high efficiency and require 
no painting. 


PAT. No. 472928 
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All Holophane lighting units are scientifically de- 
signed to provide the maximum amount of light 
just where it is required. 

This higher effective control of light has been 
accomplished by the use of prismatic glass, the 
prism being the most accurate means of light con- 
trol known to science. 

The latest lighting unit to embody these long 
established Holophane principles is the ““Lumilux”’ 
which is an entirely translucent unit, highly efficient 
and of attractive appearance. 


LIMITED 


SCIENTIFIC ILLUMINATING ENGINEERS 
ELVERTON STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.I. 


‘Grams: Holophane, Sowest, London. *Phone: ViCtoria 8062 
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A group of books on domestic architecture 


SMALL HOUSES, £500-£2,500 (at pre-war prices). Edited by H. Myles Wright 
A.R.1.B.A. An extensive survey containing photographs and plans of a large number of houses of widely 
different types. A selection of interior views is also included, and to every house is appended a 
descriptive note giving particulars of the site, plan, construction, services, equipment and cost. S7z¢ 
11} ins. by 83 ins. 112 pp. Illustrated. Second Edition. 15s. net. Postage 7d. 


THE MODERN HOUSE by F. R. S. Yorke, r.r.1.8.a. This book is divided into six sections: 
Introduction—Plan—Walls and Windows—Roof—Experimental Houses—General Illustrations. This 
last section contains over 140 pages of photographs, plans, constructional details and descriptions of 
English, American and Continental houses. Size 10 ins. by 7 ins. 232 pp. over 500 illustrations. Seventh 
edition. 30s. net. Postage 1s. 1d. 


THE MODERN HOUSE IN ENGLAND edited by F. R. S. Yorke, ¥.x.1.8.4. This book 


describes and illustrates the best domestic work carried out by modern architects in this country. All 
the houses discussed are illustrated by exterior views and plans; and there are also interiors and detail- 
diagrams of many of them, in addition to full notes on costs, construction, finishes and equipment. 
Size 114 ins. by 84 ins. 144 pp. over 350 illustrations. Third edition. 215. net. Postage 1s. 1d. 


THE MODERN FLAT by F. R. S. Yorke, r.r.1.8.4. and F. Gibberd, r.r.1.8.4. 

A comprehensive, authoritative survey of the new type of flat in its relation to social needs. The book 
illustrates the evolution of its plan and presents carefully chosen examples of the best recent work in 
16 countries. Size 11} ins. by 8? ins. 208 pp. over 590 illustrations. Third edition. 35s. net. Postage 1s. 1d. 


FOUNDATIONS For Houses and other small Structures by W. H. Elgar, .a., w-enc., 
A.M.LGE., F.R.1.¢.8. Forewords by Noel Dean, and James Macgregor, r.s.a. 

How to arrive at an adequate, safe foundation design whatever the soil and subsoil; how to avoid 
needless waste of money below ground level; how to test the behaviour and physical properties 
of subsoils. Size 83 ins. by 54 ins. 92 pp. with 52 line illustrations. 12s. 6d. net. Postage 5d. 


a complete new, illustrated catalogue will be sent on application to 


THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 


9-13 Queen Anne’s Gate London SW1 
U.S.A. © The British Book Centre Inc., 122 East 55th Street, New York 22, 
NY CEA. 


overseas Canada © The British Book Service (Canada) Ltd., Kingswood House, 1068 
Broadview Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


South Africa ¢ E. Maxwell Arnot, P.O. Box 275, Cape Town, S.A. 
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WALL & FLOOR TILING 
at the store of 


F. W. Woolworth & Co. Ltd. 


Rampant Horse Street, Norwich 


The illustrations show: left, the vegetable preparation room, 
and below, a general view of the kitchen. The wall tiling 
to both rooms and to the potato bay is carried out in 6” x 6” 
cream glossy earthenware glazed tiles, with a 1” green border 
strip. The floor tiling is in 6” x 6” cream speckled tiles with 
non-slip aggregate incorporated. In the store rooms leading 


off the kitchen, similar wall tiling has been carried out with 


Carter Dorset Red tiles for the floors and skirtings. 


CARTER LTB... FSOOLE. BORER. POOLE 125 
CARTER & CO., LONDON, LTD., 29 ALBERT EMBANKMENT, S.E.11 Telephone : RELIANCE 1471 
COMMERCIAL MARBLE & TILES LTD., NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. Telephone: JESMOND 900 
ROBERT CAMPBELL & SONS, EDINBURGH 6. Telephone: LEITH 39188 
Associated Companies: Art Pavements & Decorations Ltd. The Marbolith Flooring Co. Ltd. J. H. Barratt & Co. (1927) Ltd. 
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PENNYCOOK PATENT ROOF GLAZING 


RIGHT: Lantern Lights over 
Drawing Office of Messrs. 
Bodec Ltd., Battersea. 


LEFT: Interior view of above. 


BELOW: Roof Glaz- 
ing over Joiners 
Shop of Messrs. 
Harland Wolff Ld. 
North Woolwich. 


The Pennycook Patent Roof Glazing 
System is guaranteed Watertight, Dust- 
Proof and Permanent, requiring no 
further maintenance after the initial 
installation. The Pennycook Steel Bar 
is entirely Lead Sheathed and suitable 


The Pennycock System is giving trouble- 
free service throughout the world. 
Plans and estimates supplied for Roof 
Glazing, Dome, Lantern and Cupola 
Lights, upon request, or should you 
wish further details please write for 
copies of our illustrated matter. 


for all types of glazing. 


THE PENNYCOOK PATENT GLAZING & ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


Phone : Bishopbriggs |117/9 ST. MUNGO WORKS, BISHOPBRIGGS, GLASGOW, N. Grams : ‘* PENNYCOOK,"” Glasgow 


London Office: 3 VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.!. Phone: ABBEY 66/0 


A SPECIALISED SERVICE FOR THE ARCHITECT AND BUILDER 


DENBIGH 
TOWN HALL 


DENBIGH - NORTH WALES 
Borough Architect, Denbigh 


This old building, which is a feature of Denbigh’s 
main market square, has been transformed by the 
installation of 4 in. Celotex Insulation Board 
Ceilings with Patented Alloy tee sections. 


WE WILL BE PLEASED TO QUOTE FOR SUPPLY AND FIXING COMPLETE 


HOLLWAY 


W. F. HOLLWAY & BROTHER LTD, 


STRUCTURAL INSULATION AND WALLBOARD SPECIALISTS 


42 Grafton Street -°* Liverpool 8 and Widnes . ’Phone: ROYal 5315 
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For school floors 
that last 


In schools, where both durability of floor surface and heat 
insulation are of first importance, timber is really the natural choice. 


And it is cheapest in the long run. 


Hardwoods, with very few exceptions, are licence-free. Stocks are 
ample and choice was never wider. Technical data on the numerous 


species available can be obtained from the Timber Development 
Association. 


/ 
/ 
Wi 


~ 
~ 
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Theres nothing like 


ISSUED BY THE TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION - 21 COLLEGE HILL: LONDON: EC4 AND BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
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PLATING... 


to Peglers standards 


Honest work isn’t necessarily obvious —as, for 
instance, the nickel plating underneath the chromium 
on a Peglers tap. This nickel deposit ensures that 
chromium adheres permanently 


process is under strict control. ~ 


, and at Peglers the 
he acid in the plating 
vat is kept at a set temperature and continuously 
filtered, while being agitated by compressed air 
and even this air is washed / f, 

to keep it pure. Equal care 
is exercised during the final 
chromium plating. The re- 


sult is a Peglers tap 
not just * 


a tap 
made to standard” 
but made to Peglers even 


higher standards—a_ tap 


that satisfies everyone. 


BELMONT WORKS 
PRESTEX HOUSE 


DONCASTER 


Also at: MARSHALSEA ROAD - LONDON 


SEL 
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FAULKNER, GREENE 


& CO., LTD., 


BANK CHAMBERS, 83 BOROUGH RD., 
LONDON S.E.1 


PHONE: HOP 3811 (6 lines) GRAMS: HERCULITES, SEDIST, LONDON. 


We supplied and fixed 29,000 FT. SUPER, of ALUMINIUM ALLOY 
PATENT GLAZING, to the roof of the New WORKSHOPS at the BECKTON 
PRODUCT WORKS of the North Thames Gas Board complete with all 
necessary flashings. The roof illustrated herewith is a small but typical 
example of the glazing in question. 


Consulting Engineers: BRIAN COLQUHOUN & PARTNERS (Chief 
Architect: A. H. SHEARING, A.R.1.B.A.) 


MAIN CONTRACTORS: SIR ROBERT McALPINE & SONS, LTD. 


We specialise in 
the supplying and 
fixing of ALL TYPES of 
PATENT GLAZING, LANTERN 
LIGHTS, SKYLIGHTS, LEADED 


LIGHTS, METAL WINDOWS, Etc. 


We would be pleased to submit Estimates for any contract however 
large or small. 


Our workmanship is of the best, and Delivery in accordance with 
your requirements is guaranteed. 
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BURTON HOUSE ESTATE, WOLVERHAMPTON RD., STAFFORD 
Sandy & Norris, sesso & Surveyors 


WINDOWS 
AND 


STEEL DOOR 
FRAMES 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD. 


SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM AND 17 BERNERS STREET LONDON, W.1 


BIRMINGHAM: 319 BROAD STREET 
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PARIS STOP-PRESS 


The wrangling over the Unesco build- 
ing in Paris has gone on so long and 
become so destructive of the dignity of 
architecture that we must all be 
relieved that it has at last been brought 
to an end; and—what is more—with a 
far happier outcome than seemed pos- 
sible a few weeks ago. 


* 


The last time I mentioned it was after 
the Prefecture of the Seine had refused 
to approve the Breuer-Zehrfuss-Nervi 
design for the Bois de Boulogne site 
on the ground that an uncom- 
promisingly modern building would be 
an affront to Paris, and the French 
Government had, in consequence, 
withdrawn their offer of this site and 


announced that they proposed them- 
selves to put up a building for Unesco 
on the Ecole Militaire site (which 
Unesco had previously rejected) with 
the promise that it would be in the 
neo-classical style generally approved 
for French public buildings. 


* 


I am delighted to be able to report 
that it was Walter Gropius, as chair- 
man of the advisory panel of architects, 
who persuaded Unesco to stand firm 
against this; and it is a triumph for his 
diplomacy that the French Govern- 
ment were eventually persuaded to 
offer the same site free of all restric- 
tions except for height. Unesco have 
accepted the offer and have reappointed 
the same advisory panel (Gropius, 
Markelius, Costa, Rogers and Le Cor- 
busier) and the same _ architects. 
Breuer, Zehrfuss and Nervi have till 
April to produce a new design for the 
new site. 


* 


So an important modern building is 
likely to go up after all quite close to 
the centre of Paris. Readers who know 
their Paris well will recall that although 
on paper the site looks like part of the 
formal Gabriel layout, in practice, 
owing to the size of the Place de 
Fontenoy and thé trees that fill it, it 
does not read as a whole and nothing 
will be lost by not striving after sym- 
metry of plan or conformity of style. 


ASTRAGAL sends his best wishes to 
Breuer and Co. for better luck this 
time; at least they will be free from 
further obstruction by the conservative 
gentlemen at the Prefecture of the Seine 
because the new site, being govern- 


ment land, 
authority. 


is exempt from their 


CORB TRIUMPHANT 

The one man for whom the Unesco 
story is a tragedy (apart from Beau- 
douin, who had the job and then lost 
it) is Le Corbusier, whom many people 
thought should have been appointed 
architect in the first place, including 
Torres Bodet, then Unesco’s director- 
general. I hope the outcome of the 
ludicrous lawsuit about his Marseilles 
building, which has lately caused so 
much amusement in the French Press, 
will be some consolation to him. 


* 


You may have read how it began;* 
the Société pour I’Esthétique de la 
France brought an action against Le 
Corbusier, claiming 20 million francs 
damages, on the ground that his Mar- 
seilles flats were “contrary to the 
French style and esthetic.” They also 
criticized the planning and _ justified 
their action by saying that the build- 
ing had been put up without all the 


necessary planning consents being 
obtained. 

* 
It was thus an attack on Le 
Corbusier’s patron, Claudius-Petit, 


Minister of Reconstruction, as well as 
on Le Corbusier himself. The Minister 
from the first took a personal interest 
in the Marseilles project, and was in 
fact responsible for pushing it through. 
While the lawsuit was pending the flats 
were opened officially and the Govern- 
ment gave an indication of their sup- 
port of Le Corbusier by choosing that 
moment to make him a Commander of 
the Legion of Honour. The case was 


*AJ, December 11. 
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heard on December 14, and the Société 
not only lost but had to pay all the 
costs. 

* 


At the same time Le Corbusier was 
vindicated in other and more far- 
reaching ways. When the Marseilles 
flats were opened in October they 
received a great deal of attention in 
the French press and Le Figaro went 
so far as to send a correspondent, 
Georges Le Feévre, to Marseilles to live 
in one of the flats for a time and report 
his experiences. Le Figaro gave great 
prominence to his articles, which were 
enthusiastically in favour, saying that 
all Le Corbusier’s theories had justified 
themselves in practice. Le Feévre 
interviewed all the tenants and could 
find nothing but praise for the build- 
ing. The only criticism came from one 
man who said the aperture of the 
letter-boxes was too narrow for large 
envelopes. 


* 


The Figaro correspondent also went 
into the financial side and reported 
that there seemed a good chance that 
the building would prove an economic 
proposition; that is, that the rents it 
earned would enable it to pay its way 
without heavy Government subsidies. 
On the strength of this Le Corbusier 
has now been approached by two other 
cities with the idea that he should build 
similar Unités d’Habitation for them: 
Lille and Nantes. 


THE CORE 

Everyone, whether they attended the 
1951 CIAM Conference at Hoddesdon 
or not, should be interested in its 
report The Heart of the City, edited 
by J. Tyrwhitt, J. L. Sert and E. N. 
Rogers.* This book is, as the blurb 
says, “lively ... and yet learned.” 
With contributions from Le Corbusier, 
Gropius, Giedion, Sert, Holford and 
many others, it could hardly fail. 
“ Lively,” too, in this context, also of 
course means “ controversial.” 


* 


For the town-planning ideals of 
CIAM the reader must be referred to 
Corb’s foreword, and to the mass of 
illustrated material—from Priene to 
Chimbote—which gives the book its 
main interest and which makes it such 
extraordinarily good value for money. 
Nevertheless, The Heart of the City 


*“ ‘The Heart of the City” (Lund Humphries. 
£2 10s. 0d.) 
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This design for a ** helidrome”’ at Charing Cross by Aslan and Freeman embodies revisions 


of an earlier scheme. The revisions incorporate modifications suggested by the Ministry of 
Cwwil Aviation. 


does—in ASTRAGAL’S mind at any 
rate—raise one or two questions. To 
discuss the “ Heart ” or “ Core” was 
superficially a good idea—the excess of 
emphasis on suburbia and housing 
being a current vice; but should the 
“Core,” whether small market or vast 
“Place” be considered as divorced 
from wider aspects of planning? 


* 


Another, and more serious, question: 
CIAM did, one must admit, put 
modern architecture “on the map.” 
We must always be grateful to it for 
that, especially to MARS, its English 
group, and ASCORAL, its French 
group. But, to be blunt, has CIAM 
got anything more to say? Not that 
the battle is won—not by a long chalk 
—but can CIAM sustain it in this new 
age? In spite of student attendances 
at Bergamo and Hoddesdon, is not 
CIAM becoming, just ever so slightly, 
an old boys’ club? For example, in 
this book one could well dispense with 
the “ Tatler-ish ” groups of the prima 
donnas; they are as boring as all such 
groups, whether at Charity Balls, 
Point-to-points or the Annual Confer- 
ences of bodies less progressive than 
CIAM. Admittedly this kind of thing 
occupies only a couple of pages, but it 
is, isn’t it—in a serious book on plan- 
ning—just ever so slightly, well .. . 
foolish? 


HOME FROM ROME 


It might be more sensible if architec- 
tural schools did a tropical type of 


building rather than the London type 
of building in their last year, since 
most British architects seem to be 
doing work anywhere but in Britain 
and mostly within twelve degrees of 
latitude either side of the Equator. It 
would appear almost as easy nowa- 
days, and far more comfortable, for an 
architect to visit a job thousands of 
miles away, as it was for a 19th cen- 
tury architect to visit a job in the 
north of England. ASTRAGAL had tea 
with one of his spies the other day 
who had lunched in Rome, where he 
stopped for a few days on his way 
back from the tropics. He had flown 
back by Comet. 


My spy was most impressed by the 
vast building activity apparent from 
the air at London airport (Rome air- 
port, which has also been under con- 
struction for three years, shows little 
progress). He reported his surprise at 
the cleanliness of Rome’s streets com- 
pared with those in London—this was 
his first visit to the city—and his 
admiration for the brilliance of the 
city’s floodlighting—particularly of the 
fountains. With the exception of the 
new railway terminus he saw no out- 
standing large new buildings, though 
numerous excellent shops. He was 


also impressed by Mckim Meade and 
White’s skilful understanding and use 
of the Roman scale in their planning 
of the American Academy on_ the 
Janiculum, near S. Pieto in Montorio, 


| 
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Holland House 


It is good news that the UCC proposes to spend £15,000 to 
preserve part of the ruins of Holland House, Kensington. 
This may seem a small sum, but the war damage to the 
building was so severe that any real restoration is impossible. 
The money allocated for repairs will be spent on the fabric 


of the arcades (one of which frames this picture), on the 
centre piece of the south front—seen in the middle of the 
frame, and on the ground floor of the east wing. It is to be 
hoped that the LCC will subsequently grant other sums of 
money for the preservation of this historical building. 
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where stands Bramante’s 


tiny tem- | 


pietto on the site of the crucifixion of | 


St. Peter. 


KENSINGTON COMPLAINTS 

It is rumoured that LCC Flats are 
marching upon their painted piloti to 
threaten the mansions of Addison Road, 
and that the shadows of vertical living 
are to fall—at a correctly calculated 
angle of course—across the lawns even 
of that celebrated monument the Deben- 


ham House, designed by Halsey Ricardo | 


with what he called “the reasonable 
aim of building with imperishable 
materials in London.” [How confident, 
how comforting such words seem to- 
day.] Accordingly, this very remarkable 
and polychromatic house was faced ex- 
ternally with vitrified bricks, glazed 
terra-cotta, and looks today as glossy 
and cheerful as it did on the day it was 
built. It is well worth going to see. 
* 


Mr. Conran might turn up his nose at 
the warped decadence of the interiors, 
which include De Morgan tiles, Prior 
glass and Grimson ceilings, and certainly 
the inlaid design of pansies and moths 
in the library make me slightly queasy 
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POINTS FROM THIS ISSUE 
Unesco building to be redesigned page | 
; Repairs to Holland House page 4 
Guest Editors reply to critics page 7 
~The Editors 
THE SMALL HOUSE AND “SPEC.” BUILDING 


[moths, you see, signify midnight oil, | 


pansy (or pensce) stands—steady now 
—for thought—see?], but it is certainly 
one of the most extraordinary buildings 
in London, almost an architectural 
milestone, and it is to be hoped that 
County Hall will treat it with respect. 


NEW BOYS MAKE GOOD 
The Truro Branch of the Devon and 


Cornwall Society has been going for | 


no more than three years, and appears 
from its official list to have only 68 
members plus 18 students. Yet they 
have produced a year book and journal 
of proceedings—a hundred and forty 
pages or so—which would do credit 
to a large regional organization. 
* 


Apart from the records of meetings 


HE decision to grant licences automatically for the 
building of small private houses is likely to draw still 
more attention to the disparity between building costs 

and rents. Unless this disparity is reduced the result of the 
new freedom, in terms of building, may be zz/ or unpleasant. 
We may take it that the Government’s main intention is to 
encourage those who are willing and able to pay for their 
own houses to do so, and thus to end a state of affairs by which 
many people in this category are compelled to wait until 
their local authority can offer them the tenancy of a highly 
subsidised house. 

We believe that a decently built 1,000-sq. ft. house is going to 
cost the 1953 building owner £2,000 by the time he has 
moved in. Of this he will have had to pay at least £500 in 
cash. Many people may be able to get over this first hurdle 
but will pause for a long time when they realise that their 
other commitments for mortgage interest and redemption, 
rates, etc., will come to £3 10s. a week (or a little more) for 
20 years ; and may well increase. Up to 1939 a man would 
not have thought himself hardly used if called on to pay 
between a quarter and a fifth of his net income to house himself 
on hire-purchase terms. ‘Things are different now. A prudent 


_ prospective house-owner is bound to contrast his future 


there are articles on buildings put up, | 
on design, on what the architect does | 


to earn his fees—the latter very useful 
for showing to clients—plus a lot of 
general technical information § very 
clearly set out. ASTRAGAL has a fairly 
shrewd idea of the amount of effort 
involved in producing a job like this: 
his congratulations to those (all appar- 
ently honorary) who have done the 
work. 
ASTRAGAL 


| 
| 


outgoings of £3 10s. a week with the £1 or £1 10s. paid by 
local authority tenants and many of those who pay controlled 
rents ; and unless his present accommodation is unbearable 
he is likely to decide that he can’t afford the difference. 

Does this matter to the architect, who, after all, usually 
complains that he cannot afford to design private houses ? 
Not, perhaps, to the established architect ; but to the young 
up-and-coming entrant to the profession the chance of 
designing 4 house is welcomed for its prestige value. And we 
suspect that there will be little work of this kind for him unless 
prices fall considerably, the general level of rent is raised 
(so that the purchaser of a new house is not so far out of step 
with local authority tenants) or standards are lowered 
drastically. 

The danger of a lowering of standards seems very great now 
that the builder has been given freedom to sell to anyone and 
to build twelve houses at a time. Even with his new freedom 
the builder is still in a tight jacket. He is tied to size, to rates 
of pay and, if the rules are obeyed, to price. How can he 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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hope to create a large demand? The unpleasant logical ; UNO 
answer is that he will reduce size below that of the People’s 
House, or reduce quality, or both. 


How are we to prevent the return of the worst type of pre- | 
Obviously, the planning officers who | 
have to approve the siting and appearance of buildings will | 
help to suppress the most blatantly bad designing. 
cannot be sure that they will possess the high standard of | 
judgment needed for their work. 


war “ spec.” building. 


But we 


insisted that all planning officers should be qualified architects ? 


Let us go even further than that. 
builders do not employ architects to design their groups of 
houses, they should make use of the house plans which the | 


Government has circulated to local authorities. 


Stephen Gardiner, A.R.1.B.A. 


High Paddington 


Sir,—Professor Pevsner takes exception to 
my letter about the High Paddington project 
on three points. 


(1) He seems to think that I imply that it is 

possible to criticise a design for a certain 
site because it is not a design for a different 
Site. I agree that this would indeed be 
ludicrous. But Professor Pevsner has mis- 
understood me. My point was an entirely 
different one, namely, that the Paddington 
design is not suited to the site chosen. | 
am certainly not saying that the architects 
ought to have designed a building for Putney 
and not for Paddington: I was however 
suggesting that the design they have pro- 
duced would be more appropriate to Putney 
than to Paddington and gave my reasons. 
It is obviously open te anybody to disagree 
with my view, but it seems to me to be at 
any rate a discussible one, and not “just 
stupid.” 

(2) I do not see why Professor Pevsner 
should suppose that questions of archi- 
tectural importance interest nobody beside 
myself and my unspecified friends. There 
seems to be a trend in architecture today 
towards using facade patterns for their own 
sake and since they often interfere with in- 
ternal arrangements they require at least an 
esthetic justification which in my opinion is 
lacking in the Paddington project. 

(3) With regard to the question of a 
“ serious allegation ”, I would point out that 
the photograph I mentioned was of an aerial 
shot of Paddington with presumably a photo- 
graph of the model superimposed upon it. 


I used the word “ faked ” in the sense (recog- 
nised as established English usage by 
Cassell’s dictionary) of “ contrived,” without 
any pejorative implication and merely in 
order to indicate the nature of the photo- 
graph. After all, the flats have not been 
built yet. 
STEPHEN GARDINER. 

Chelsea. 


N EW 8 


RIBA 
Review Contracting 


Arrangements’? Asks 
Minister 


A letter to the President of the RIBA from 
the Minister of Works, David Eccles, in 
which he says “the time has come for the 
industry . . . under the leadership of the 
architects, to take more active steps to re- 
duce costs and review contracting arrange- 
ments,” was published recently. together 
with the President’s reply to the Minister. 
Remarking, in his letter, that “during the 
past months there has been a marked im- 
provement in the output of building,” David 


| Eccles goes on to suggest that the recent 


controversy over restrictive practices and 
contracting methods constitute “a challenge 
and an opportunity.” 

“With the assurance of plenty of work to 
come,” Mr. Eccles’s letter continues, “ there 
is every reason for developing contracting 
arrangements which on the one hand will en- 


nisation of the work, and on the other will 
ensure a proper measure of healthy compe- 
tition.” 

Mr. Eccles concludes his letter by assuring 
the President of the RIBA of the support of 
the Government in the stens the RIBA is 
to take. 

Howard Robertson, in his reply to the 
Minister, said that the RIBA would be 
“very happy to take the lead in this im- 
portant matter ” and that he was most grate- 
ful for the encouragement and support ex- 
pressed in the Minister’s letter. 


Landscape Lecture 


On January 6, at 6 p.m., Peter Shepheard 
will give a talk on Landscape and Archi- 
tecture at the RIBA, 66, Portland Place, W.i. 
On this occasion there will be an announce- 
ment of awards of prizes and studentships. 


Is it not time the profession | 


We should demand that if 


| 
| 
| 


Secretariat Architect In- 
terviewed in London 


In London for a _ brief visit recently 
(mainly to see the Royal Festival Hall) was 
Harmon Goldstone, one of Wallace K. 


| Harrison’s chief assistants on the design of 


the UNO secretariat building. Mr. Gold- 
stone told a JOURNAL representative that he 
had been primarily concerned with the pro- 
gramme for the UNO building; not, how- 
ever, in the “programming and _ progres- 
sing’ sense of the word. The programme 
Mr. Goldstone had been responsible for was 
the schedule of accommodation require- 
ments, and drawing up this had, he said, kept 


| him busy for two years before detailed plan- 


ning could start. 


The UN authorities had been uncertain 


| of their own requirements and had appar- 


| ently 


| architectural paper.” 


been happy to let Mr. Goldstone 
calculate not only their present space needs 
but also their needs for future expansion. 
Mr. Goldstone had tried to cater for esti- 
mated expansion of individual departments 
in such a way that “if an additional man 
is taken on it should not be necessary for 


| everyone from the Secretary-General down 


to have to move around.” 

In one sense, at least, the design of the 
UN buildings was unique—being on inter- 
national territory the architects had not had 
to comply with any building regulations. 
* Nevertheless,” said Mr. Goldstone, * New 
York regulations are pretty good and we did 
very little that these regulations would not 
have permitted.” 

Much had been learnt from the UN build- 
ing, and Mr. Goldstone said that American 
clients were at last appreciating the advan- 
tages of shallow office blocks. The UN 
building was 74 feet deep, Lever House 53 
feet, and Harrison’s office had just designed 
a twelve-storey office block only 48 feet deep 
(6 feet for the corridor and 2 feet for the 
walls, leaving two 20 foot offices, so that 
no afttificial lighting was required during the 
day). For this building forty different 
schemes of various heights and depths had 
been tried. The cost of additional lifts had 
made high buildings uneconomical; on the 
other hand, deep buildings did not bring in 
more rent, because well-lit offices fetched 
higher rents. Hence, on this particular site, 
a very small building by American standards 
would, in fact, show the highest return for 
the investment. 

The JOURNAL representative showed Mr. 
Goldstone the somewhat critical comments 
on the General Assembly building which ap- 
peared in the JoURNAL for November 27. 
1952. Mr. Goldstone said he was very pleased 
to see the critical approach of British archi- 
tectural papers ‘ . something,” he said, 
“which cannot be found in any American 
He felt, however, that 


. | it was very difficult to judge a building from 
courage the proper pre-planning and orga- | 


photos alone and said that, although he had 
not been directly concerned with the design 
either of the secretariat building or the 
General Assembly, in his opinion Mr. Harri- 
son had succeeded in achieving an intimate 
atmosphere in what had to be a very large 
space. 


OBITUARY 
Robert Atkinson 


We regret to announce that Robert Atkin- 
son, O.B.E., M.A.(ARCH.), F.R.I.B.A., died last 
week. He was 69. His better known work 
includes the Barber Institute of Fine Art, 
Birmingham; the Canadian Red Cross Mem- 
orial Hospital. Taplow, and the Stockleigh 
Hall flats, Regents Park. His more recent 
work includes the Colman Galleries, Nor- 
wich, and a large flat scheme at Gibraltar. 
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As we expected, 
made in our articles have created widespread interest and not a 
little controversy—controversy, by the way, generally of a constructive 
nature, which we regard as useful and valuable in the profession 
today. Comments, too, have been received in letters from a number 


of official and unofficial sources, and to these we now turn our 
attention. 


The Guest Editors 


ANSWERS TO LETTERS 


From the Parliamentary Secretary, 
MOHLG 
I <i 


would not be proper for me to 
contribute an article or enter 
into discussion upon this subject. 
Perhaps I may say that I do con- 
sider that this type of discussion 
in technical journals is a _ most 
valuable means of stimulating thought 
on difficult issues, and of crystallizing 
points on which decisions may be 
required and even suggesting solutions. 
Ministers and Government Departments 
are always pleased to see such studies 
undertaken and are interested in the 
results, but their attitude must of neces- 
sity be rather one of informed observers 
if they are not to be accused of taking 
sides. We do, of course, very often 
seek and find the answers to some of 
our problems in the criticisms and sug- 
gestions of the press and professional 
bodies, but I think you will agree that 
to take part in the type of discussion on 
controversial issues, such as the matter 
of building controls, and the organiza- 
tion of architectural staffs in public 
offices, is extremely difficult where 
specific responsibilities for final action 
or approval rests on Her Maijesty’s 
Government. 
Nevertheless, I hope that although I 
do not feel able to take part in discus- 
sion of this kind you will continue to 
draw my attention to articles appearing 
in your JouRNAL which you think would 
be of interest to me. I do assure you 
that I have, and will continue to have, 
a very great respect for the views of 
those who contribute. 


Ernest Marples 


the criticisms and proposals which we have 


| tried to discuss a number of the most 
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Reply from Guest Editors 


Thank you, Mr. Marples. We have 
difficult issues facing our profession, and 
hope that we have, at least, succeeded in 
stimulating thought among our con- 
temporaries. 


From the Establishment and Organiza- 
tion Division, MOHLG 


The Director of Establishments has 
asked me to thank you for your letter 
of August 29 enclosing a reprint of your 
recent article on the organization of 
architectural staffs in public offices. We 
have read this article with interest and 
are glad to have it for record purposes. 

We have no comment on the form of 
organization suggested by your Guest 
Editors. 

F. J. Ward 


Reply from Guest Editors 
We hope this is not symptomatic of the 
general attitude in the Ministry towards 
architectural and other technical matters. 


relaxing departmental supervision of 
local authority activities and delegating 
more responsibility to local authorities. 
Many of the views outlined by your 
guest editors coincide with recommen- 
dations put forward by the Manpower 
Committee and have already been 
adopted by the Department. 

Apart from this, we are at present 
reviewing the system of local building 
byelaws. 

We are in agreement with the sugges- 
tion that the architects of the Central 
Department should encourage experi- 
mental and demonstration building, and 
you will know what has already been 
done by the two Housing Departments 
in the design and building of demonstra- 
tion “ space-saving ” houses. 

I may say that the whole series of 
articles by your guest editors is being 
followed with close interest by our tech- 
nical people and I have asked them to 
keep me informed about any points 
which may have a bearing on our work. 


Craig Mitchell 


Reply from Guest Editors 
We do not think we need to comment on 
this letter which speaks for itself as a 
progressive and constructive attitude on 
the part of a Central Government body. 


From the MOW 


The system of group working described 
in the article to which you refer is, and 
has been for a good number of years, 
broadly the system of organization in 
the Architects’ Division of this Ministry. 
The Chief Architect is assisted directly 
by four Assistant Chief Architects 
under whom the whole of the architec- 
tural services carried out by the 
Ministry are grouped. 

Each of these Assistant Chief Archi- 
tects has a staff of Architects working 
under his direction and the salaries paid 
to the holders of these four posts are 
higher than those you quote in your 
article. 

The Chief Architect has an overall 
responsibility for design, standards, 
planning and policy in architectural 
matters. In all aspects of his work he 
is in close consultation with his Assis- 
tant Chief Architects, and they in turn 
control the activities of the group of 
Architects under their control. 

The numbers of staff employed in the 
Chief Architect’s Division of the Direc- 


It is, however, typical of a certain kind of 
administrative thinking and contrasts 
with the attitude of some, at least, of 
their political masters. 


From the Department of Health for 
Scotland 

The subject of building controls is con- 

stantly under review, and in relation to 

local authority building we have had 


the benefit of the reports from the Scot- 
tish Local Government Manpower 
Committee, whose terms of reference 
were to examine the possibility of 


torate General of Works of this 
Ministry at the current date are as 
follows :—Professional Grades: Chief 
architect, 1: Assistant chief architects, 4; 
Superintending architects, 10: Senior 
architects, 48; Architects, 61: Assistant 
architects, 66. Total, 190. Drawing 
Office Grades: Senior architectural 
assistants, 46; Leading architectural 
assistants, 131: Architectural assistants, 
205: Drawing office assistants and 


tracers, 8. Total, 390. Total employed 
in both grades, 580. 
W. S. A. Winter, 
Assistant Secretary 
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Reply from Guest Editors 


It is difficult from this letter to see where 
responsibility lies. The crux of the 
problem is where the team leader fits in, 
and we would welcome further inform- 
ation on this, as the definition of group 
working is evidently not the same as 
ours. It will be remembered that our 
group leader was to be in charge of about 
10 qualified architects only. 


From the IRA 


merits support. Their approach to a 
new conception of organization for 
public offices is bold and attractive—it 
savours of private organization; at the 
same time, it seems important to have a 
clear picture of what the reorganization 
is intended to achieve. 


Is it, for example, primarily intended 
to (a) raise the standard of public archi- 
tecture? (b) Improve the status and, 
thereby, the remuneration of qualified 
architects employed by public offices of 
all kinds? (c) Attract experienced archi- 
tects from private practice to public 
employment by widening the avenues of 
responsibility and promotion? (d) Be 
more economical of public funds? 
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should be encouraged from every mem- 


very important part to play we do not 


ber of the group, not from the leader | doubt for a moment. 
only, otherwise much of the attractive- | 


ness of the promotional ladder will be 


| lost—in spirit if not in fact. Herein may 


lie one of the practical difficulties: the 
reconciliation of the creative ideas of 
the group by the leader who must be a 
co-ordinator rather than an autocrat. 
The proposals outlined by the Guest 
Editors go a long way towards solving 
some of the human problems: they 


would tend to lighten the atmosphere 
here is a great dealin the Guest | of frustration which surrounds many 
Editors’ article on this subject which | 


publicly-employed architects at the 
present time. If the right type of group 
leader were found in sufficient numbers 
they would kindle a vital spark into a 
flame of creative effort with, perhaps, 
really surprising results, but all the pro- 
posals are founded on an assumption 


| which itself calls for objective examina- 


tion—that this new phenomenon, the 


| large public office, is a permanent 
| feature either in its present or further 


extended form. 

It is possible to agree that “ nearly all 
the architectural problems facing us 
are such that they cannot be solved by 


| the solitary artistic genius: the job is 


| one for collaboration . . 


It may be difficult to succeed in all | 


these objectives and the system should 
be left flexible enough to allow for 
modifications. The editors are probably 
optimistic in saying that the total salaries 
bill may be less than at present, 


accorded proportionately improved 
status and remuneration. Certainly, the 
columns of the JouRNAL lave testified 
to the urgent need for such improve- 


ment, but whether this particular object | 


is served is of secondary importance to 
the profession qua profession: employ- 
ing authorities will not be backward in 
expressing their opinion on that score. 
What is really important is that projects 
will be more economically run if the 
group leaders do their jobs properly and 
are encouraged to display their indi- 
vidual ability and given full responsi- 
bility for schemes in the same way as 
they would if they were private prac- 
tising architects. 

The point that the chief architect 
should not look on himself as the one 
and only architect, employing senior 


.” and still 
wonder whether public architecture pro- 
vides the best means of inducing the 
necessary collaboration and “ synthesis 
of many brains and imaginations.” 


Is it not possible that artistic genius, | 


both solitary and collective, brains and 


: : ; | imagination, might flower more success- 
assuming that all qualified architects are | Fj 


fully in other soil? Is it not also possible 
that private architecture ought to play 
a greater and not a diminishing part in 
the solution of current architectural 
problems? 

The IRA has steadily set its face 
against any form of conflict between 
the various branches of the profession: 
it is concerned with the welfare of the 
whole but this question seems to be 
fundamental from that broad point of 
view. 


A. E. Ward 


Reply from Guest Editors 


In answer to the questions, we say ‘* yes 
to the first, second, and fourth, but with 
regard to the third, we are concerned not 


| to attract experienced architects from 


and junior assistants, is well made. Ever | ‘ 
J sh ap one pn improve the status and efficiency of the 


since the large public office—that “ com- 
paratively new phenomenon ”—became 
a familiar feature of the professional 
landscape, far-seeing architects have 


been haunted by the nightmare of | : 
| public office is a permanent feature is 


seventy per cent. of the architects on 
the statutory register being employed by 
public authorities of various kinds with 
sixty-nine per cent. of their number 
relegated to the status of “ architectural 
assistants”—a far from inspiring 
picture. 


To prevent this state of affairs, it seems 
essential that creative architecture 


private to public employment, but to 


public architect, and of the quality and 
quantity of his architecture. 

The statement that we based our pro- 
posals on the assumption that the large 


quite correct, but we do agree that this 
assumption calls for objective examina- 
tion. 


The query as to whether private archi- 


| tecture should play a greater part in the 
| solution of current architectural pro- | 
blems is not one which we would care to | 


answer—that private architecture has a 


From the President of the City and 
Borough Architects’ Society 

I have pleasure in responding to your 
invitation to comment on the articles 
by your guest editors on the subject of 
office organization. In doing so I 
should make it clear that I am ex- 
pressing my personal views, but I am 
permitted to say that they also accord 
with the opinions of the members of 
the City and Borough Architects’ 
Society who attended a meeting when 
the articles were discussed. 

I have read the contentions of your 
distinguished guest editors with great 
interest, but I must confess at the out- 
set that I found it easier to agree with 
some of the anonymous criticisms 
quoted in their answers of September 
11 than with much that they advocate. 

The basic objective appears to be to 
enhance the status of the Group Leader 
and to this end to get rid of the pyra- 
mid type of organization and to substi- 
tute a form with a depressed apex and 
steeper sides. The apex, the Chief 
Architect, is to remain with policy 
making and co-ordinating responsi- 
bilities but apparently relieved of the 
executive responsibilities which are 
delegated to the Group Leaders. This 
detachment from the Chief Architect 
of normal full responsibility is the 
device employed to advance the status 
of the leader of a group of six or seven 
architects to a level which the guest 
editors imagine would justify a salary 
of £1,500-£2,000. 

The organizational shape departs less 
from the pyramidical outline in the 
case of the larger office where a deputy 
and divisional architects may be inter- 
posed between the chief architect and 
the group leaders at salaries in the 
region of £3,000, the chief receiving 
£4,000. 

In the first place I cannot agree that 
in the pyramid type of organization, 
intelligently administered, any officer 
in charge of a group of six or seven 
architects should have cause to regard 
himself as a hack; neither can I agree 
that this type of organization is in- 
herently unsuited to a local govern- 
ment architectural department. 

I entirely agree that the salaries of 
architects in local government employ- 
ment are inadequate and that in very 
many cases they are not accorded the 
status they should enjoy as creative 
artists and members of a great profes- 
sion, but we must be realistic in the 
measures we advocate to meet those 
deficiencies, and neither raise false 
hopes nor encourage an exaggerated 
sense of value. We must also recog- 
nize the background against which 
such proposals would be considered. 

At the scale of local government stan- 
dards a salary of £1,500-£2,000 would 
be difficult to reconcile with the 
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not 


responsibility for a staff of six or seven, 
even six or seven architects. Estab- 
lishment Committees exist to see that a 
fair balance is maintained in the 
salaries of officers of a variety of pro- 
fessions in the departments of a local 
authority and they would need much 
further education in the value of archi- 
tects’ services before they would ap- 
prove a figure approaching your 
contributors’ suggestion. 

We must also bear in mind that it is 
only recently that Authorities have 
accepted the recommendations of the 
Joint Negotiating Committee for Chief 
Officers concerning salary scales for the 
four * designated Chief Officers ”—the 
Treasurer, Engineer and Surveyor, 
Chief Education Officer and Archi- 
tect. These scales provide for salaries 
ranging from £600 for the chief officer 
of an Authority with a population of 
up to 5,000 to £3,000 as the maximum 
for a chief officer serving an Authority 
with a population of not more than 
600,000. 


It must not be overlooked that an 
architectural department must pass the 
test of economical justification, not- 
withstanding the numerous advantages 
which are incapable of mathematical 
calculation and we must consider 
whether salary scales at the suggested 
rates reflected throughout the profes- 
sional and technical staff of a depart- 
ment would build up the total running 
costs to a figure which makes it more 
economical for the authority to em- 
ploy other agencies. For instance, a 
fully developed City Architect’s de- 
partment might consist of three or four 
architects’ sections or divisions con- 
taining between them perhaps twelve 
groups each of six or seven architects 
and architectural assistants. There 
might also be divisions concerned with 
quantity surveying, building engineer- 
ing, town planning and bye-law ad- 
ministration, direct works management 
and general administrative and clerical 
duties. 

Taking into account the fact that each 
section may contain up to four groups 
each with a leader comparable to the 
position of group leader in the set-up 
advocated by your guest editors, the 
formidable financial consequences of 
their proposals is apparent. 


From the operational and administra- 
tive standpoint I can imagine that the 
delegation of executive responsibility 
to the leaders of such small units is 
likely to complicate the relations be- 
tween sections or divisions within the 
department and make co-ordination 
and oversight much more difficult. 
The possible reactions throughout a 


large department are too involved to | 


estimate. 


After careful consideration I am not 
convinced by the case put forward by 
your guest editors. I have not their 
fear of the pyramidical type of orga- 
nization and [I still believe that the 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for January 1, 1953 [9 


chief officer must accept full responsi- 


bility. Delegation within a department | 


there must be, but I feel that the degree 
of delegation and the salaries suggested 
are more appropriate to the sectional 
or divisional head than to the so-called 
group leader. 

I admire the ideals which have in- 
spired the proposals of your 


in the interests of the need for a more 
realistic approach, it is not because I 
do not appreciate the importance and 
value of their contribution to a subject 
of vital concern to all local govern- 
ment architects. 


Leonard C. Howitt, 


Reply from Guest Editors 


We appreciate that Mr. Howitt has 
gone to a good deal of trouble to com- 
ment so fully on our proposals and we 
value his criticisms, but of course there 
are a number of points which we must 
take up, because they are quite com- 
monly held opinions among some chief 
architects in public offices. 


First. Mr. Howitt still thinks that the 
pyramid’ type of organization is suit- 
able for Local Government Architectural 
Departments, and that ‘‘ intelligently 
administered,’ there is no need that 
** any officer in charge of a group of six 
or seven architects should have cause to 
regard himself as a hack.”’ 


We insist that the pyramid organization 
of so many large public offices is one 
of the prime causes of inefficiency and a 
deterrent to good architecture, and that, 
in fact, far too many architects in them 
become, and, more important, feel them- 
selves to be hacks. We are worried to 
think that Mr. Howitt apparently does 
not realize this. 


Then, on salaries, the last thing we 
wished to do was to raise false hopes, but 
we do think that, in order to raise 
salaries to the correct level, concerted 
action is required by all concerned. If 
Establishment Committees “ need much 
further education in the value of archi- 
tect’s services,”’ is there any reason why 
more should not be done about it ? 
And, surely it is as important to base 
architect’s salaries on the work to be 
done as on the population of the Local 
Authority concerned ? Also, although 
we are obviously concerned with the 
right level of chief Architect’s salaries, 
we are just as concerned with a fair pro- 
portion all the way down—hence our 
criticism of the pyramid.”’ 

On the question of economic justification, 
our theory is that, if you have the right 
kind of organization and the appropriate 
salaries, and of course, that the chief 
administers the office intelligently, then 
we think that more value for money in 
terms both of the quality and the 
quantity of the architecture will justify 
the outlay in thought and money. It is 
fundamental to our thesis that higher 
salaries for higher skill nearer the job 


guest | 
editors, and if my remarks are critical | 


has, in our experience, resulted in 
greater efficiency and building economy 
far outweighing the additional expend- 
iture on salaries. In passing, we would 
ask what he means by ‘* building engi- 


_ neering,’’ and we sincerely hope that no 


Architectural Department has a division 
concerned only with ** administrative and 
clerical duties.”’ 


We do, however, appreciate that Mr. 
Howitt has done more than any other 
architect for public architectural offices 
and their staffs, but we would like to 
encourage him to go further along the 
same road. 


From the Faculty of Architects 
and Surveyors 


Much as the unwieldy growth of 
architectural departments in public 
offices is to be deplored, the fact must 
be faced that “ official” architecture 
has come to stay. That being so, your 
article on group practice is very timely 
in bringing to the notice of the profes- 
sion and to the authorities the unsatis- 
factory manner in which the manage- 
ment of these departments is at present 
carried out. At the same time point- 
ing out a possible solution along the 
lines which “ private ” architects’ prac- 
tices have been conducted, to either a 
greater or lesser degree, for many 
years and which experience has proved 
to be the best principle. 


The idea of dividing the present de- 
partments into Groups charged with 
the responsibility for the creation and 
organization from start to finish of the 
work entrusted to them will, in time, 
produce not only good architecture but 
better architects, rather than a multi- 
tude of “assistants” whose initiative 
and creative interest has been killed at 
birth. 


Commenting on your article the posi- 
tion can best be summarized by break- 
ing the system down to. essentia! 
headings. 

(1) The chief must be a man of out- 
standing ability not only professionally 
but in his capability to inspire those 
under his command. He must not be- 
come a mere administrator but should 
be in intimate contact with every phase 
of the work being carried out so that 
he does not lose touch with the pro- 
gress of ideas and changing methods 
and technique. 


This may prove an exacting, if not 
impossible, task if he is to be bur- 
dened with the overwhelming mass of 
legislation and red tape with which we 
are beset today. One method by which 
this problem could be overcome would 
be for the public body concerned to 
appoint a technical manager or liaison 
officer, who need not necessarily be an 
architect, to deal with matters of pure 
administration and keep the Chief 
posted with such relevant information 
as affect the design and layout, thus 
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BRITISH INFORMATION 


14/1008 


HAHNENSTRASSE 


Site plan 


Die Briicke, the British Information and Cultural Centre 
in Cologne, was commissioned by the occupation authorities 
for members of H.M. Forces and the local population. It was 
completed in 1951, and was designed by Dr. Wilhelm Riphahn. 
The site occupies an important position in the centre of the 
town. The Centre has been built on land which was blitzed, 
between the Hahnenstrasse and Mittelstrasse. It conforms 
with the proposed plan for the rebuilding of this area. There 
is a very slight rise in ground level away from the street and 
on this ts a lawn in front of the west wing of the building, 
which faces due south. There are two storeys in the west wing 
and three in the entrance block. The ground floor contains a 


newspaper reading room and lending library, a cinema seating 


AND CULTURAL CENTRE 


IN COLOGNE FOR 


First floor plan 


Ground floor plan [Seale = 0") 


approximately 200 persons and the caretaker’s quarters. The 
first floor contains study and discussion rooms and above the 
cinema a concert hall and art exhibition room. The structure 
has a steel-skeleton and is faced with Schwemmstein, a grey, 


porous stone. The roof and ceilings of the west wing are pre- 
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H.M. FORCES AND GERMAN CIVILIANS 


fabricated and concrete-ribbed ; the ceilings in the theatre block have concrete beams. 
Metal window frames are used throughout. Floors are covered with linoleum 
except in the foyer and entrance-hall staircase, where stone paving is used. The 
inner walls are plastered and painted white ; other colours are yellow, blue and 
grey. Furniture is utility in character. Heating and cooling in the cinema and 
concert hall is effected by air-conditioning. The rest of the building is centrally- 
heated. The work cost just over £60,000. On the opposite page the exterior from 
the south-west. Above, the concert hall ; centre, left, the cinema on the ground 


floor; centre, right, the foyer: bzlow. the reading room 


ensuring that while all matters of ad- 
ministration are kept up to date the 
chief is freed for more important 
matters in respect of design. 

(2) Group leaders or senior architects 
need to be men of sound knowledge 
and experience in order that in addi- 
tion to the direction and supervision 
of the design and construction of the 
work in their charge they can also 
guide and instruct members of the 
team working under them so that in 
their turn they fit themselves to become 
future group leaders. 

(3) The group would consist of 
several young qualified architects with 
a proportion of students in order to 
provide a better balance. Members of 
groups should enjoy the same possi- 
bilities as assistants in private practice 
in that, should they not fit in with other 
members of the group, or should they 
not feel they are gaining the kind of 
experience suited to their abilities, they 
could transfer to another group or 
department. 

One final word in support of greater 
use and co-operation with private prac- 
tising architects. A department or 
group can become stereotyped without 
exchange of ideas and practices and 
the occasional introduction of private 
practitioners working in conjunction 
with a group would help to infuse both 
with a greater appreciation of each 
other’s problems and the exchange can 
do nothing but good for the pro- 
fession. 

H. M. Soar 


Reply from Guest Editors 
We do not think much comment is 
required on this contribution, except to 
say that it underlines several of the pro- 
posals we have made. On the first 
point raised, although we agree with 
everything said about the chief, the 
suggestion that there should be a ‘* tech- 
nical manager or liaison officer, who 
need not necessarily be an architect, to 
deal with matters of pure administra- 
tion ’’ is not one to which we could 
subscribe. We made the point strongly 
that in our opinion there is no such thing 
as ‘‘pure’’ administration, and that 
administration should be decentralized to 
become an essential part of the work of 
every architect. 
On point 3, we agree cordially that the 
group should consist of a proportion of 
newly qualified architects and students 
undergoing training at a full time school 
of architecture. We have not had time to 
give our views on architectural education 
in relation to public architecture, but we 
do think it essential that all students 
should spend some time in an office as 
part of their course. We also agree 
that interchange between groups is most 
desirable. 
Lastly, on the question of the greater use 
of, and co-operation with, private prac- 
tising architects, we have already made 
it clear that we envisage close collabora- 
tion and mutual support between public 
and private architects. 
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SHOWROOM 


IN 


BROOK 


STREET, 


WwW 


The new showrooms opened 
recently by Allied Ironfounders 
at 28, Brook street, were de- 
signed to show architects, buil- 
ders and others interested in 
housing, a comprehensive range 
of solid fuel appliances, gas 
and electrical cookers, heaters, 
baths, rainwater and soil pipes 
and kindred products. The 
reception area, below, is domi- 
nated by a carved brick mural 
by Trevor Tennant and shows 
the processes involved in cast- 
ing in iron. The showrooms 
were designed by K. D. Atkins 
in co-operation with E. R. 
Aldhouse and Dr. Carl Franck 
of Mather & Crowther Ltd. 
Construction was by West- 


minster Foinery Ltd. 
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WORKSHOPS 


for the NORTH THAMES GAS BOARD 

at BECKTON, EAST HAM, LONDON, E.16 
designed by BRIAN COLQUHOUN and PARTNERS 
chief architect A. H. SHEARING 


quantity surveyors STANLEY GRIFFITHS and PARTNERS 


The mechanical workshops at Beckton form a further stage in the reconstruction of the Tar and 
Ammonia Products Works, where first and second stage products are made from the crude by-products 
resulting from gas production. The new building, which stands to the west of the welfare centre 
(see AJ, April 27, 1950), takes the place of old, obsolete and scattered units, which have long been in- 
adequate for the growing needs of the works. 


The east facade, seen from the north. 
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WORKSHOPS 


at BECKTON, LONDON, E. 


nuary 1, 1955 


16 


designed by BRIAN COLQUHOUN and PARTNERS 


\ 
+ 


SITE.—The site is flat and was chosen to give 
ready access both by road and rail, enabling the 
maximum advantage to be taken of repair facilities 
and allowing easy reception and distribution of 


materials from all sources. 


304-6 | | 


Above, from the south-west. The 
flue is from the blacksmiths’ shop. 


PLAN.—The building has been designed to accom- 
modate all the necessary engineering shops, together 
with their ancillary stores, administrative offices, 
drawing office, etc. Provision has been made for 


boilermakers, blacksmiths, welders, plumbers, elec- 
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tricians, tinsmiths, engine fitters and pipe fitters, 
and there is an area for locomotive repair. North 
lighting had to be provided for as large and un- 
restricted an area as possible, and accommodation 
covering some 80,0co sq. ft. consists of four bays, 
each with a span of 70 ft. In three of these bays 
overhead travelling cranes of varying capacities from 
3 to 10 tons have been provided. There is a large 
assembly area, which is readily accessible to all the 
crafts for building and repairing the large units of 
plant. A checking station is provided adjcining the 


loading dock, to enable materials received by road and 
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rail to be delivered correctly into the various store 
areas. The administrative offices are on the first 
floor on the east side. They are divided from the 
main workshop area by a glazed, sound-proof 


corridor running the complete length of the building. 


CONSTRUCTION.—The superstructure is carried 
on reinforced concrete piles, which support precast 
concrete ground beams. Aluminous cement has 
been used generally for work below ground as a 
precaution against acid-impregnated sub-soil. The 


main workshop area is steel framed: lattice piers 


Below, the south facade of the 
blacksmiths’, boilermakers’ and 
welders’ shops. Above the 
patent glazing ts trough section 
asbestos sheeting, lined with 
, insulation board. 


| 
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WORKSHOPS 


at BECKTON, LONDON, E.16 


designed by BRIAN COLQUHOUN 


and 


PARTNERS 


Left, view at gutter level, showing 
aluminium patent glazing and metal 
sheeting. The booms and wind 
bracing that form the external members 
of the roof trusses are protected 
against the highly corrosive atmos- 
phere. Below left, interior view at 
truss level, showing roof lining of 
insulation board aluminium 
patent glazing. 


carry the overhead crane rails and continue into the 
roof to support the steel roof trusses. As a free floor 
area was required, and each group of three roo 
trusses spans 70 ft. without intermediate support, 
booms and wind bracing form external members 
(see photograph left). The office portion is com- 
pletely disconnected from the main workshop 
area and is constructed in reinforced concrete. 
The external cladding consists mainly of a 7-ft. high 
brick dado, above which is aluminium patent 


glazing. 


FINISHES.—The main roofing material is bitu- 
minized metal sheeting, lined with insulation board 
and the north lighting is of aluminium patent glazing. 
The external members of the roof trusses are treated 
with bituminous paint and, after wrapping with 
wire netting, are coated with asphalt which is 
finally wrapped with mineralised bituminous felt. 
Externally brickwork is generally in red hand-made 
sand-faced bricks. Window frames to the offices are 
of aluminium. The windows, door surrounds and 
copings were all cast on the site. There is a care- 
fully prepared internal colour scheme, as with other 
new buildings on the site. The roof lining of the 
workshops area is primrose yellow ; dividing strips 
and roof trusses were painted in aluminium ; 
crane rails and other horizontal steelwork are 
cherry red; steel stanchions are Quaker blue ; 
walling is white, with a 7-ft. high dado coloured 
elephant grey. In the offices the acoustic tile ceilings 
are pink and walls are white above a mist grey dado 
4ft.6in. high. Internal joinery is of oiled teak and 
flush doors are painted Quaker blue. Flooring in 
the main workshop is generally of non-dusting 
monolithic granolithic laid integrally with the 
concrete ground slab. In the machine shop and 
other areas where small tools may be easily damaged 
by being dropped on a hard surface, the flooring 
is of end grain wood paving. Granulated wood 


blocks have been used throughout the office area. 


SERVICES.—Overhead artificial lighting is gener- 
ally by means of mercury vapour fluorescent lamps 
supplemented by low-voltage tungsten lamps for 
where a higher level of local illumination is required. 
The general contractors were Sir Robert McAlpine & 


Sons, Ltd. For sub-contractors see page 30. 
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WORKING DETAIL 


SHOWCASE WITH HEATER: TRAVEL AGENCY 


Dennis Lennon, architect 


The healing unit contained in the lower part of the fitting 
ts connected to the hot water system by the tubular legs 
and the warmed air is circulated by means of electric fans 
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WORKING DETAIL 


Dennis Lennon, architect 
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Right, interior of the 
assembly area. The 
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the foreground carry 
the overhead crane 
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HOUSING 
in BEECHWOOD AVENUE, SUNBURY-ON-THAMES, MIDDLESEX 


designed by BASIL SPENCE and PARTNERS 


quantity surveyor B. M. KIMBER 


Sunbury-on-Thames housing site 9 contains a total of 190 dwellings, of which 138 are two-storey 
terrace or semi-detached houses, 36 are flats in 3 three-storey blocks of 12 and 16 single-storey old 
people’s cottages in 4 separate blocks and is designed for the UDC. One block of 11 garages has 
been built and another 13 are planned and will be built if required. 


Terrace and semi-detached houses from the south-west. 


Above, 
two-sto 
south-@ 


| 
| 
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Si 


Above, three-storey flats and 
two-storey’ houses from the 
south-west. 


KEY 


1. One storey O.P. dwellings (also 
two blocks on a N-S axis be- 
tween blocks of flats) 


2. Twoe-storey houses 


. Three-storey flats 
4. Garages 


Site plan 


SITE.—The site is flat and low-lying and has no 
existing trees. A planting scheme is prepared, but 
has not yet been carried out. Beechwood Avenue 
runs along the south boundary of the site. Each 
house and old people’s dwelling has a garden; 
in addition there are allotments available to tenants 
at a small rent. Public pavements follow the line 
of the blocks and are not therefore necessarily parallel 
to the side roads. Pavements are all kept to ft. 
from houses to give a constant depth of front garden. 
All rear gardens are screened by honeycomb brick 
link walls. 
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PLAN.—On the west side of the site are six blocks, 
backing each other in three pairs with rear service 
access, thus avoiding passage ways through the 
blocks. Other terraces have service passage ways 
with alternating two- and three-bedroom houses, 
third bedrooms being over the passage. Of the 
36 flats, 24 have two bedrooms and 12 have one 
bedroom, The latter are on the ground floor, where 
pram stores are provided. Old people’s dwellings 


have one bedroom. The three-bedroom house is 


1,008 sq. ft. and the two bedroom, 903 sq. ft., 


including outbuildings. 


CONSTRUCTION.—Except for the ground 


of three-storey flat blocks, which are of 134-in. solid 


floor 


brickwork, all external walls are of II-in. cavity 
brick construction. Internal walls and partitions 
are 4}-in. brick or 2}-in. breeze. Roofs are of light 
timber trusses at 3-ft. centres. Ground floors are 


concrete, upper floors are t. and g. boarding on joists. 
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Two-storey terrace houses with old people’s 
dwellings beyond, from the west. 
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Ground and first floor plans of typical terrace houses [Scale: 4” 


HOUSING 


at SUNBURY-ON-THAMES, MIDDLESEX 


designed by BASIL SPENCE and PARTNERS 


FINISHES.—Exterior walls have a cement paint 
finish on common bricks. The colours used are 
white, deep cream, yellow, pink and duck egg 
green, varying from block to block. Front doors 
are painted in bright contrasting colours. Roofs are 
22 S.W.G. aluminium sheeting over building paper 
and 3-in. fibreboard on 2-in. by I-in. battens at 
2-ft. centres. Ground floors are covered with 
brown asphalt in living rooms and buff coloured tiles 
elsewhere. Ceilings are plasterboard. Galvanized 


metal windows are used. 


SERVICES.—Heating and hot water is provided 
by the living room fire, which has a back boiler. 


Each first bedroom has a radiator. An electric 


immersion heater is provided in the storage tank 
for summer use. A council order forbids any 
television aerials on buildings. Where they are 
needed, poles must be erected at the end of gardens. 
The final costs of the lowest contracts were 
£1,254 18s. rd. (June, 1951) for flats, £882 11s. 9d. 
(March, 1951) for O.P. dwellings and £1,185 9s. 1od. 
for 2-storey houses, per dwelling in each case. The 
costs per foot square were 35s. IId., 35s. 10d. and 
24s. 10d., respectively. 

The general contractors were Co-Partners Building 
Operatives, Ltd. (flats), Messrs. C. & S. Telling and 
A. E, Hopkins & Son (houses and O.P. dwellings), 
Henry Day (Merton), Ltd., and Gamblin & Son, 


Ltd. (houses only). For sub-contractors, page 30. 


South facade of three-storey flats 
and O.P. dwellings, on the left. 
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INFORMATION SHEETS 


This week part of the Technical Section is devoted to the customary annual 
review of the Library. 

From time to time, and regularly each December, all Sheets are examined and 
checked, and where a manufacturer’s products form the subject of a Sheet the 
manufacturer in question is asked to certify that the data are still current. 
Where a Sheet is found to require considerable modification, it is cancelled and 
readers should remove such Sheets from their collections. Where only small 
variations are involved, revision notes enable the Sheet to be corrected. 

The Sheets 46.Z (A-F), (G-P) and (R-Z) published in the issues of 11.12.52, 
and 25.12.52 give an up-to-date index cancelling all previous indexes. 

On the following pages will be found a list of the revisions and cancellations 
which have become necessary during the year and a statement of the contents of 
the Library with all Sheets current at this date in correct sequence. For the 
benefit of new subscribers we also give information on the method of filing Sheets. 


REPRINTS 


To enable new subscribers to complete their Library all Sheets 
published since the inception of the new series in October, 1947, 
have been checked and reprinted. Readers requiring sets or 
individual Sheets should fill in the form printed in the adjoin- 
ing column. Sets are available as follows : 


Oct., 1947-Dec. 1Q51, inclusive ........ £3. «6s. 6d. 


27, 
Oct., 1947-Dec. 25, 1952 


Specially designed binding cases to hold approximately 100 Sheets 
may be obtained at the price of 5s. Od. each (Postage 6d.). 
Individual Sheets may be ordered at the price of 3d. each. 


ORDER FORM 


Please send me 


(Block letters) 


Address 
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REVISIONS 


During the last few weeks all published Sheets have been 
carefully examined to bring the information up-to-date, and, 
with the exceptions noted below, are certified as current and 
correct. 


The following list sets out revisions to the Library for the 
year ending December 25, 1952. A record of the revisions 
for 1948, 1949, 1950 and 1951 was published in the JOURNALS 
for December 23, 1948, December 29, 1949, December 21, 
1950, and December 27, 1951. 


1.B60.—Face of Sheet—The Duc type lettering in upper case 
is now available in a 25 mm. (1 in.) size. 


7.C2.—Reverse of Sheet—Under heading 
Specification Notes, Undercoat”’ should read Anti-Aqua 
Undercoat.”” Under heading Rendering” the first note 
should read “* a render coat gauged | vol. Stonite Undercoat 
Binders to 3 vol. clean sharp sand, applied at least $ in. thick.” 
The last sentence commencing ‘Heavy scratching...” 
should be replaced by ‘“* The render coat should be keyed by 
horizontal wavy lines to receive Stonite scraped finish. For 
Stonite spatter finish the render coat should not be keyed.” 
Under “ Finishing coats: (a) the first part of the second 
paragraph should read “ applied with a trowel and finished 
with a wooden float.”” Delete the fourth paragraph beginning 
“If the Stonite ...”. Under. ‘“Stonite Products,” the 
following amendments should be made :—** Undercoat : 
Binders to be mixed with local sand as a render coat for all 
Stonite finishing coats,” and ‘* Undercoat, Anti-Aqua : 
For very exposed positions and where special weather resisting 
qualities are required.’ Delete “* Stonite bedding mortar : 
etc. . 


Gauging” in 


8.E1.—Face of Sheet—Change note under house insula- 
tion, sizes—rolls: to 18 ft. long. Resin- bonded semi- 
rigid mat: ‘“ mat” should now read “slab” and they are 
made in three nominal densities for ranges of thicknesses 
as follows :—23 Ib. per cu. ft.—14 in. to 44 in. by 4 in. incre- 
ments, 3 lb. per cu. ft.—I in., 44 lb. per cu. ft.—3 in., 1 in. 
to 3 in. in } in. increments. Reverse of Sheet—Additional 
addresses of Fibreglass Ltd. are :—Birmingham Office : 
Piccadilly Arcade, New Street, Birmingham, 2. Telephone: 
Midland 0464/5. Dublin Office: 21, Merrion Square North, 
Dublin. Telephone: Dublin 66024. 


10.B3.—Reverse of Sheet—In table headed ‘‘ 
materials * delete reference to alloy H.E.9M. 
* Relevant British Standards ” 


11.C1.—Face of Sheet—Under Teco shear- plate timber 
connector the size of washers is 3 in. by 3 in. by } in. thick. 
Reverse of Sheet—{n all tables the allowable loads given 
are for one timber connector in each case. 


Heat-treatable 
Under heading 
delete reference to B.S./ST A7. 


12.F1.—Reverse of Sheet—Add ‘** Newcastle’ to the list of 
Branches. 


19.Z10.—Face of Sheet—Backing strips to the sizes shown 
may now be obtained in plastic with the same properties and 
colours as the tread inserts. Larger-sized strip up to a 
maximum of 5 in. by } in. can be supplied. Reverse of 
Sheet—The address of the London office is now 76, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. Telephone: Victoria 1845/6. Tele- 
grams: Karroko, Wesphone, London. 


20. B1.— Reverse of Sheet—At the end of the paragraph headed 
** Sizes and Loadings ” the following words should be added 
“ The floor can also be designed for continuity.” 


20.Z2.—Face of Sheet—Upper drawing : 
width of the deck unit is now | ft. 
Under heading *“ Steel Deck Units ” 
to | ft. 


the effective 
Reverse of Sheet— 
: amend covering width 
Units are now constructed from 22 g. sheet welded 


to 20 g. channel section. Supporting members at 8 ft. 
maximum centres are recommended for roof slopes of 0 to 10 
degrees. For roof slopes greater than 10 degrees the sup- 
porting members should be at 10 ft. maximum centres. 
Delete existing table. 


23.B1.—Reverse of Sheet—Replace the note under “ Glazing ” 
by the following “* Mitred glazing beads for glazed openings 
are not supplied with standard doors.” 


23.C2.—Face of Sheet—Amend the vertical door opening 
sizes of 6 ft. 5% in. in the upper left hand and centre left hand 
details to 6 ft. 52 in. 


27.B10.—Reverse of Sheet—Under the heading “ Tiles” 
the thickness of type C.3.G. tiles should read {% in. 


29.C1.—Reverse of Sheet—Under sub-heading “ Taps” 
delete all reference to the third type of tap. In the table under 
“ Rating’ the following amendments should be made: In 
first column 0.45 sp. gr. should read 0.475 sp. gr. ; in second 
column 21/10 should read 22/10; in the third and fourth 
columns 24/10 should read 25/10. 


29.C1 and 29.C2.—Reverse of Sheets—Under sub-heading 
‘** Finish ” the notes should read “* The fire is now obtainable 
finished only in gold, copper, pewter, bronze or parchment 
(stone).” 


29.C10.—Face of Sheet—in top left diagram, overall height 
is now 2 ft. 1 in. and overall width | ft. Sin. In the drawing 
of the brick recess, the height is now 2 ft. only. Reverse of 
Sheet—Under “ Finish” the note should now read “ Stove- 
enamelled beige, gold or bronze lustre colours.” 


30.D12.—The manufacturer would like to point out that the 
ventilators, in addition to their use as extractors, can be used 
as fresh air inlets either in the walls or as low level inlets in 
pitched roofs. 


31.B1 and 31.B2.—Face of Sheets—An 8-in. dia. cast-iron flue 
pipe is now used instead ‘of the 6}-in. dia. steel pipe shown. 


32.B1.—Face of Sheet—In the table of dimensions, the flow 
and return pipe sizes for models 30M and 41M (Bower 
Barffed boilers) now 1} i Reverse of Sheets—The ratings 
of models 55M, 65M and 80M are now 51,000, 60,000 and 
70,000 B.Th.U./hr. respectively ; other output figures for 
these models are modified accordingly. 


32.C3.—Reverse of Sheet—Under the heading “‘ Installation,” 
sub-heading ‘* Water-type No. 15: Connection” the note 
should read “ }-in. plumber’s union to ball-valve.” 


32.D7.— Face of Sheet—Types IS, JS and KS—the hot water 
outlet should be changed from the right-hand side to the 
centre top of the heater ; delete dimension C and references 
to it in the table. 


36.B1.—Reverse of Sheet—Under the heading “* Construction, 
Side discs” note should now read “ Aluminium or pressed 
steel.” Under “ Finish” change “ mahogany ” to “ fire-red 
cellulose.” 


43.E15.—The equipment is now available with coloured 
plastic tops. New types of sink units are available, having 
the same overall sizes as those shown, but with a separate 
draining compartment replacing the usual draining surfaces. 


CANCELLATIONS 


Sheets 8.E1, 10.Bi, 10.B2, 14.B1, 32.C20 and 32.D8 were 
cancelled, revised and republished last year. Sheets 15.B1, 
33.P1 and 33.Q1 are being revised and will be re-published. 
Sheets 31.C1, 32.C1 and 32.C2 have now been cancelled and 
should be withdrawn from the Library. 
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FILING INSTRUCTIONS 


Every Information Sheet is perforated so that it may be 
readily removed from the JoURNAL and has a classification 
symbol printed in the top corner, for example, 32.C20. The 
key to the classification system is contained in Sheet 1.Al, 
reference to which should make filing a simple matter. 


The first number of the symbol, 32, refers to one of the 
46 main subjects into which the Library has been divided 
(in this case, Water Heating) : the letter that follows refers 
to the section, C (in this case, units : gas), under subject 32 : 
the final number indicates the position in which the Sheet is 
to be placed in the appropriate section. 


Every December a check list of the contents of the Library is 
issued showing the correct sequence of all Sheets published 
to date. Throughout the year, any revisions to or cancella- 
tions of Sheets are noted in the JOURNAL and the Editor will 
always be pleased to assist if any difficulty is encountered in 
keeping the Library in order. 


CORRECT SEQUENCE OF COMPLETE LIBRARY AT DECEMBER 25, 


1.A1 1.A2 1.43 


1.B2 1.B3 14.N4 14.NS  14.N6 
(R°49)  (R°49) 
(R’S1) (R°S1) 
1.B9 1.B10 1.Bi1 1.B12 1.B13 1.B14 
15.T2 15.Z1 15.Z2 
(CR’51) 
1.B15 1.B16 1.B18 1.B19 1.B20 1.B21 
(R°51) 17.B1 17.B2 18.F1 
(R°S1) 
1.B22 1.B23 1.B24 1.B25 1.B26 1.B27 
19.F2 19.G1 19.G2 
(CR’51) 
1.B28 1.B29 1.B30 1.B31 1.B32 1.B33 
(R’51) 19.Z1 19.Z10 20.B1 
(R°52) (R°52) 
1.B34 1.B35 1.B36 1.B37 1.B38 1.B39 
20.C11 20.C12 20.Z1 
1.B40 1.B41 1.B48 1.B49 1.B60 = =2.Al 
(R°52)  (R°49) 20.Z12 20.Z13 21.E1 
2.A2 2.A3 2.A4 2.A5 2.B1 2.B2 
22.D3 22.D11 22.D12 
2.B3 2.B4 2.B5 2.H1 2.H2 4.Al 
(R°50) 22.D16 22.E1 22.E2 
(R°S1) (R°S1) 
4.A10 4.All 4.A12 4.A13 4.A14 4.A20 
23.C1 23.C2  23.C3 
(R’S1) (R°52) 
4.E1 4.E2 4.L1 4.L2 4.L10 4.L11 
23.H4 23.H5 24.C1 
(R’S1) 
4.N1 4.N2 6.Al 6.A20 6.A21 | 
(R°S0) (R’51) 24.D2  24.D3 24.D4 
(R°51) (R°S1) (R°S1) 
8.El 8.F1 10.B1 10.B2 10.B3 
(R°51) (CR°52) (R°52) 24.MI1 24.M2. 24.N1 
52) 24. 
10.E1 10.F1 10.G1 10.G2 10.G3 10.G4 24.Z1 25.Al 25.A2 
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46.Z REFERENCE BACK. 


Readers are asked to note the follow- 
ing correction and to amend their copy 
of the Index Sheets in question :—The 
entry under Colt Ventilation Ltd. of 
“clay block floors .. . 20.B1” should 
be under ‘ Concrete, Prestressed.” 
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At the time when staff cuts are being made at BRS comes this timely 


reminder from Arthur Ewing, Director of the Steel, Engineering and 


Housing Division of the UN Economic Commission for Europe, that 


the fate of international collaboration in building research also hangs 


in the balance. 


Mr. Ewing traces the growth of the International 


Council for Building Documentation, pays tribute to the part played 
by the UK in the past, and says that the future of the organization 
depends on the support of the building industry and the building 


professions. 


INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 


IN 


BUILDING RESEARCH 


by Arthur F. Ewing 


International collaboration between 
building research workers is by no 
means new, but it has, until recent years, 
been sporadic and on a limited scale. 
The widespread enthusiasm which char- 
acterized the early days of the Econo- 
mic Commission for Europe’s Housing 
Sub-Committee, the backbone of which 
has always been the technical and pro- 
fessional side of the building industry, 


through specialized working parties, 
has devoted considerable attention to, 
and made much progress in, the adop- 


| tion of a uniform classification system, 
| uniform terminology and uniform me- 


| from its 


was evidence of the desire and need of | 


the building technician, and in particu- 
lar the research worker, to get to know 
more intimately his opposite number in 
other countries. Much of the work 
of the ECE Housing Sub-Committee 
has been, so far, research, carried out, 
on a co-operative basis, by means of 
fundamental enquiries and _ studies. 
Many of these studies have been tech- 


nical; e.g., those on strength and sta- | 


bility factors, design considerations 
and the better utilization of space, 
economy and substitution in building 
materials, and techniques of prefabri- 
cation. At an early stage, however, 
members of the Housing Sub-Com- 
mittee realized that this kind of work 
shouid be put on a more pérmanent 
inter-professional basis, and, moreover, 
on a basis that would enable them to 
secure adequate funds and other re- 
sources. 


DOCL MENTATION 

A conference on building documenta- 
tion was held in Geneva in October, 
1949, under the auspices of the Housing 
Sub-Committee. This led to the setting 
up of the International Council for 
Buiiding Documentation (CIDB), with 
its headquarters and secretariat in 
Paris, at a general assembly in Paris 
in 1950. CIDB is a co-ordinating 


organization linking together national | 


documentation committees, and_ its 


principal activity so far has been the 
circulation of abstracts of technical 
and scientific literature. 


The Council, 


thods of making abstracts. Apart 
“international ”’ activities, 
CIDB has done much to stimulate the 
formation of national documentation 
committees in the participating coun- 
tries. The Council is now beginning to 
turn its attention more to what is 
known as “ active” documentation— 
the dissemination of technical literature 
in a rather more popular form, likely 
to be of use to the working architect 
and the practical builder. It must be 
admitted that progress, so far, has been 
slower than was hoped for by the 
original sponsors of the scheme. It 
should be remembered, however, that 
the whole organization is dependent on 
funds provided by the national centres 
or committees, themselves not wealthy 
bodies. 


RESEARCH 

When arrangements for the creation 
of an international documentation or- 
ganization were being discussed, it was 
apparent that similar arrangements 


| Should be considered for collaboration 


| in building research. 


Indeed, the close 


| relation between documentation and 


research has always been emphasized. 


| Once again, it was the ECE’s Housing 


Sub-Committee that took the initiative 
by calling a general conference on 
building research in Geneva in Novem- 
ber, 1950. This conference, like the 
one on documentation, was very well 
attended by a wide variety of well- 
known experts. Its task proved to be 
to demonstrate the prima facie case 
for new arrangements to promote 
international collaboration in building 
research. 

The job of working out details was 
left to a much smaller body subse- 


quently set up by the Housing Sub- 
Committee and known as the Building 
Research Organizing Committee 
(BROC). This consisted of experts 
from Be!gium, France, Portugal, Swe- 
den, the UK and the USA. In addi- 
tion, a number of non-governmental 
organizations were invited and subse- 
quently nominated representatives— 
namely, the CIAM, CIDB, the Inter- 
national Federation of Building and 
Public Works, the International Federa- 
tion for Housing and Town Planning, 
the International Organization for Stan- 
dardization, the International Union of 
Architects and the Union of Labora- 
tories. The deliberations of BROC 
lasted for more than a year and its 
final report was submitted to and 
examined by the ECE Housing Sub- 
Committee last September. 


METHODS OF COLLABORATION 

BROC first examined methods of 
collaboration and came to the conclu- 
sion that there was scope for: 


| 1. systematic exchange of information 


on research work in progress and 
projected ; 

iil. progressive unification of methods 
(testing, measuring, etc.) ; 

iii. sharing of work and joint research; 

iv. periodic symposia, including peri- 
odic reviews of the progress of 
technical knowledge in particular 
fields (documentary research) ; 

v. synthesis of results of research and 
collaboration in its application. 
Stress was laid, however, on the fact 
that collaboration in research can only 
be voluntary and that an international 
organization should not attempt to 

direct national research programmes. 
EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS 

The next task was to examine how far 
existing arrangements for international 
collaboration were satisfactory. It was 
recognized that some important work 
had already been done or was in pro- 
gress. For example, the four Scandi- 
navian countries had already started 
four joint projects on the problems of 
small wooden houses, rendering, ra- 
tionalization on the building site, and 
methods of cost and _ productivity 
analysis. Some useful work had been 
done through inter-laboratory colla- 
boration in acoustics and the value of 
the work of the Union of Laboratories 
was clearly recognised. This body is 
engaged in pooling research facilities 
and in promoting the adoption of 
common methods in the testing of 
building materials. It is particularly 
concerned with the unification of testing 
methods and has so far concentrated 
mainly on cement and concrete; e.g., 
surfaces of cements, utilization of demo- 
lition rubble as concrete aggregate, 
and problems of lightweight concretes. 
BROC itself, in order to make a prac- 
tical start and in order to illustrate 
some of the practical problems of inter- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ST. ANDREW'S 


Architect: Stanley G. Livock, Esq., F.R.I.B.A., 10 Tavistock Place, London, W.C.1 


Contractors: T. Swayne & Son, Ltd., Guildford 


At Horsell, Woking, an open air swimming pool for pupils has been constructed in the 
lovely grounds of St. Andrew’s School. 

The waterproofing was achieved simply and economically by the inclusion of 3°, of 
‘pUDLO’ brand waterproofer in the cement throughout the thickness of the reinforced 
concrete. No further interior waterproof lining was necessary. 


We shall be pleased to furnish a copy of the specification adopted in this case, post free. 


CEMENT WATERPROOFING POWDER 


The word ‘ PUDLO”’ is the registered Trade Brand of Kerner-Greenwood & Co. 
Ltd. by whom all articles bearing that Brand are manufactured. 


Sole Proprietors and Manufacturers :— 


KERNER-GREENWOOD & CO. LTD - KING’S LYNN - NORFOLK 
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Use less fuel 
lose less heat 


fit 


double- glazing 


units 


**INSULIGHT” double-glazing units are hermetically sealed 
window panes composed of two sheets of glass separated 
by a metal spacer and a cell of dehydrated air. Because 
they reduce heat losses they enable air conditioning plant 
to be run more efficiently and consequently save fuel. 


They restrict condensation, and can be fitted without 
difficulty to the window of any building—provided the 


rebate can take the extra thickness. Send for the book- 
let_about their advantages and the methods of fixing. 
Consult the Technical Sales and Service Department at 
St. Helens, Lancs., or Selwyn House, Cleveland Row, 
St. James’s, S.W.1. Telephones: St Helens 4001; 
Whitehall 5672-6. Supplies are available through the 
usual trade channels. 


PILKINGTON BROTHERS LIMITED 


* INSULIGHT™ is the British registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Limited 
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national collaboration, initiated three 
specific pilot schemes of collaboration 
—on ceiling heights in dwellings, uni- 
tary flue systems, and the relation of 
building costs to the height and width 
of blocks of flats. This work is now in 
progress under the guidance of rap- 
porteurs, and three or four countries 
are collaborating actively on each 
project. 


NEED FOR NEW ARRANGEMENTS 


After careful study of the work of all 
international organizations directly or 
indirectly interested in building research, 
the organizing committee reached the 
conclusion that existing international 
arrangements were inadequate and that 
there was a case for establishing new 
international arrangements. The com- 
mittee recognized, however, that coun- 
tries would not be anxious to create an 
entirely new international organization 
if this could be avoided. Recognizing 
the close relation between research and 
documentation and the need to give a 
further impetus to the work of 
CIDB, they recommended that CIDB 
should extend its field of activity and, 
in effect, transform itself into a new 
organization capable of dealing with 
both documentation and research. They 
recommended, in fact, that the new 
organization should have three fields of 
activity: first, documentation proper 
(comprising the collection, reproduction 
and dissemination of accurate informa- 
tion in standard written form) and the 
techniques of documentation; second, 
research proper (including all forms of 
experimental research from laboratory 
to testing site); third, ‘* studies’ and 
the application of the results of research. 
It was realised that the boundaries 
between these three fields were by no 
means firm but that, as a working 
arrangement, three sections based on 
these three fields of activity would be an 
appropriate and convenient arrange- 
ment for the organization. 


NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 


While it was desirable to have a precise 
organization at the headquarters, BROC 
realized there could not be any uniform 
pattern at the national level. Some 
countries carry out the three types of 
activity contemplated in separate organ- 
izations. Thus, in the UK, BRS is 
responsible for the greater part of the 
research carried out in the building 
industry. It also disseminates docu- 
mentary information within the general 
meaning of the term as understood by 
the CIDB, though not precisely in the 
same format, through the Building 
Science Abstracts. The British Building 
Documentation Committee, on the 
other hand, is under the general 
sponsorship of MOW, which provides 
the secretary. Organized dissemination 
of the results of research and the 
general co-ordination of the building 
research programme as a whole is also 
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the responsibility of MOW. Logically, 
BRS would be the body to join the 
research section of the proposed inter- 
national organization; the MOW- 
sponsored British Building Documen- 
tation Committee, the section to deal 
with documentation; and MOW, the 
section to be concerned with “ studies ”” 
and the application of the results of 
research. 

It should be remembered that the 
organization is intended to be non- 
governmental in form. Although, in- 
evitably, owing to national arrange- 
ments in the UK and other countries, 
government or government-sponsored 
bodies are likely to be the main 
adherents, in principle there is no 
reason why non-governmental bodies 
should not join or associate themselves 
with the international organization.* 
In France, a single organization, the 
Centre Scientifique et Technique du 
Batiment, is largely concerned with all 
three forms of activity. In Sweden, 
there are a number of private and public 
bodies interested in research, of which 
the principal is the Swedish State 
Building Committee. Documentation, 
on the other hand, is largely, for the 
present, in the hands of an active private 
organization. In a number of other 
countries, arrangements are more com- 
plex and, indeed, not all countries are at 
present interested in all three fields of 
activity. For these reasons, the organ- 
izing committee’s recommendations re- 
lating to the structure of the organiza- 
tion were flexible, so that one or more 
national organizations could join the 
proposed international body and could 
participate in one, two or all three 
fields of activity. 


THE FUTURE OF CIDB 


The recommendations also provide for 
the possibility of associating actively 
with other international organizations 
interested in research and documenta- 
tion. It is envisaged that, ultimately, 
the stage will be reached where the 
programmes of work of such inter- 
national organizations, and in_ par- 
ticular the programmes of their con- 
gresses, will be drawn up after joint 
consultations—in order to avoid pos- 
sible duplication of effort and to 
establish overall priorities. Finally, as 
is the case with CIDB, it is expected 
that the organization will have formal 
relations with UNO and, in particular, 
with the ECE. 
done, firstly, by the insertion of a clause 
in the statutes which provides that UNO 
shall be regularly invited to be repre- 
sented at meetings of the organization 
and its subsidiary bodies, and, secondly, 
by obtaining consultative status with 


* For a list and brief account of the national 
organizations concerned in the UK, see the 
Directory of Building Research and Development 
Organizations in Europe, prepared by the 
Secretariat of the ECE in 1951 and_ published 
jointly with the UN Department of Social Affairs, 
page 60. This publication was one of the outcomes 
of the work of the Building Research Organizing 
Committee. 


In CIDB, this has been | 


UNO, which confers on the organiza- 
tion certain privileges. 

The organizing committee made no 
attempt to go into details concerning 
the staffing, seat and cost of the organ- 
ization. They anticipated, however, 
that the total cost would be, perhaps, 
twice the present budget of CIDB. (This 
was based on the assumption that the 
three sections might be housed, at least 
for a considerable initial period, in 
three national organizations that would 
be able to provide, out of their own 
resources, the necessary technical staff 
and facilities.) It was agreed generally 
that administrative and secretariat ex- 
penses should be kept to the minimum 
until the organization had demonstrated 
in practice that it could provide the 
benefits for its members which its 
sponsors anticipated. 

The ECE Housing Sub-Committee 
endorsed generally the recommenda- 
tions of its Building Research Organ- 
izing Committee and it now rests with 
the national organizations, actually or 
potentially interested, to work out 
together the details. In this they will 
continue to be aided by the officers of 
the Housing Sub-Committee and the 
ECE Secretariat. It is anticipated that 
a general assembly of CIDB will be 
called some time this year and that this 
assembly will work out and establish 
the transformation of CIDB into the 
new combined organization. 


SOME OF THE DIFFICULTIES 


The new organization, although it has 
great possibilities, will have to be 
nursed carefully for some time to come. 
Even at the national level, research and 
the dissemination of scientific and 
technical information is hardly a robust 
child in an industry as conservative as 
the building industry. International 
collaboration is handicapped further 
by the fact that there is no natural link 
across national frontiers, owing to the 
virtual absence of international trade 
in the products of the industry. Since 
the organization is intended to be non- 
governmental in form, in the long run 
it will thrive or die according to the 
attitude and support of the building 
industry and the building professions. 
In the short run, however, it will require 
government support. The attitude of 
governments varies : most European 
governments are well disposed towards 
the whole venture but some are, not 
unnaturally, more reserved at the 
present stage. The government of the 
UK has not yet taken a definite position. 
It has, however, played an active and 
distinguished part in the preliminary 
preparations, through the Chairman 
of the Building Research Organizing 
Committee and former Chairman of 
the Housing Sub-Committee, Robert 
Fitzmaurice, and through Dr. Thomas 
Parker, Deputy Director of BRS, 
who represented the UK on _ the 


organizing committee. 


| 
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You trust 


VENETIAN BLINDS 


suNWAY 

SUN WAY 
| 

SUNWAY 
SUNWAY 

SUN WAY 


Architects, Engineers, Efficiency Experts are invited to secure full information from :— 


VENETIAN VOGUE LIMITED 


Telephone: Slough 24595 


SUNWAY 


insulating and fuel saving 
light conditioning 
ventilation 

comfort 

easy operation 


lifetime service 


Fashioned in light 
aluminium slats, scien- 
tifically curved and 
stove enamelled in 
twelve attractive colours 
with tapes to match... 
Ideal for home, 
factory, office, school 
and hospital .. . for all 
types of windows and 
skylights. 


408, MONTROSE AVENUE, SLOUGH, BUCKS. 


ONE OF BELL’S ASBESTOS AND ENGINEERING GROUP OF COMPANIES 
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O F WALLIN G 


F. R. Henderson, the inventor of the cantilevered scaffolding system described in the 


Technical Section for November 1, 1951, has devised a dry system of walling, now 


patented. The principal elements are hollow concrete blocks about 4 ft. long, 10 in. 
deep and 6-8 in. thick. Passing through these vertically, the full height of the building, 
are 4-in. steel or alloy rods, held together at the top by flat metal tie bars. These tie 


bars also act as a jig for determining the 
position of the vertical rods when 
they are set in the foundations, 


and the rods ensure that 


the walls are plumb. Hence the walling 


can be erected easily and quickly by unskilled 
labour. At wall junctions flat angle pieces of thin sheet 


metal, every § or 6 courses, tie the walls together, thereby providing 


lateral stability. Joints, both vertical and horizontal, are made by means of a cord 
of flex or hemp impregnated with bitumen and recessed into a groove in the blocks— 


a type of joint widely used in shipbuilding—an industry Mr. Henderson has been 


connected with for many years. 


on to the tie bar the joints are compressed 


When the nuts at the top of the rods are tightened 


and become thoroughly watertight. The 


cord prevents the concrete blocks from actually touching each other, nor are they 


connected by mortar (none is used), so that thermal and moisture movement can take 


place freely. 


A digest of current information 
prepared by independent special- 
ists; printed so that readers may 
cut out items for filing and paste 
them up classified 


8.32 surveying and specification 

QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
The Function of the Quantity Surveyor in 
the British Building Industry. (Inst. of 
Quantity Surveyors, 1952. Reprinted from 
the Journal of the Inst. of Quantity Sur- 
vevyors, Vol. 9, No. 1. July/Aug., 1952.) 


1l-pp. pamphlet setting out very clearly 
the normal functions of the quantity sur- 
veyor, from the commencement of the job 


in order. 


until its completion, and describing the bill 
of quantities, its preparation and its use. 
The pamphlet is concerned with the origin 
and present function of the bill of quan- 
tities, and anyone seeking enlightenment on 
these points would do- well to obtain a 
copy. 

The more contentious issues of the sub- 
ject are not touched upon in this pamphlet. 


Whether, for instance, the bill of quantities | 


can adequately reflect the standardization 
and simplification which the consulting en- 
gineer may have been at great pains to 
introduce; whetfer it could be simplified 
on American lines; or whether it should be 
adapted to suit progressing. bonusing and 
ordering materials. 

The statement that “when disputes arise 
between architect and contractor the quan- 
tity surveyor is there to arbitrate between 
them” requires some clarification. The 
quantity surveyor is allotted the task of 
valuing authorized variations, but if the 
contractor disputes any decision which 
comes within the architect’s scope, the 
quantity surveyor is certainly not in a 
position to adjudicate. However, it is 
true to say that the quantity surveyor’s 
specialized knowledge frequently helps the 
parties to reach agreement, and no doubt 
this is what the author had in mind. 


The older and better-known professional 
bodies are primarily concerned with inde- 


| pendent surveyors, trained to impartiality, 


and with a professional code of conduct 
upon which the public can rely. For this 
reason, surveyors employed by builders, 
who have a duty to serve their employer’s 
interests rather than to administer a con- 
tract impartially, are not admitted. The 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors, however, 
caters for all quantity surveyors, no matter 
by whom they may be employed and, with 
some justification, the author makes a plea 
for more builders to employ quantity sur- 
veyors on their staffs. There is no doubt 
that a final account. satisfactory to both 
parties, can be prepared and agreed much 
more rapidly and efficiently if both the 
independent surveyor and_ the builder’s 
representative are well versed in the arts 
of quantity surveying. 


10.99 design : building types 
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 
Development Projects: Wokingham. MOE 
Building Bulletin No. 8. (HM Stationery 
Office. 1952. 3s. 6d.) 

General and detail interim description of 
a secondary modern school designed by 
the Development Group of the MOE to 
show combination of their ideas on school 
planning with one particular system of 
construction. A possible means of build- 
ing more schools more quickly than by 
using traditional methods. (See also 
JouRNAL for Oct. 16 and Dec. 4 and subse- 
quent articles.) 


10.100 design: building types 
AUSTRALIAN CLIMATE 

Designing Houses for Australian Climates. 
Bulletin No. 6. J. W. Drysdale. (Common- 
a Experimental Building Station. 1952. 
5s. 

This supersedes Bulletin No. 3, 1947, and 
collects together the contents of various 
papers and the results of considerable re- 
search and experiment. The information 
given about desirable conditions and the 
means of obtaining them in the various types 
of climate found in Australia is clearly set 
out and should be of value to anyone design- 
ing for other similar climates. Recom- 
mendations on planning, type of construc- 
tion, and insulation are given in relation to 
Hot Humid Zone. Hot Arid Zone and Tem- 
perate Zone climates. 


1 1.30 materials : general 
LICHENS AND MOULDS ; 


The Control of Lichens, Moulds ond 


Similar Growths on Building Materials. 
BRS Digest No. 47. (HM _ Stationery 
Office. Oct., 1952. 3d.) 

A general discussion of the effect of 


lichens and mould growths, except those 
which affect wood. Internal and external 
types are listed, together with notes on the 
conditions required for growth. The need 
for elimination of external growths varies 
but internal ones are an indication of 
dampness and the cause of this must be 
removed so far as possible before other 
treatment is given. The bulletin lists a 


number of toxic materials which may be 
applied to infected surfaces or incorporated 
in new decorations. 
suppliers are given. 


Names and address of 
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During the past year we have 
erected a number of steel structures 


in Britain such as the 2,500 ton 


Office block in Mincing Lane, London. It was 


designed by G. A. Dodd & Partners, the Oly Ky — 


fabrication was carried out at our works in Norwich and the 


lan 
structure erected by our men on the site. Dp 


@ NORWICH LONDON .- BIRMINGHAM 
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1 Ay 31 materials : general 
BUILDING SCIENCE 


Building Science, Materials, for —- of 


Architecture and Building. _Vol. I A. G. 
Geeson. (English University Ban. 1952. 
25s.) 


This 390-pp. book deals at considerable 
length with traditional materials and in the 
last 60 pages something is said of plastics, 
glass, plasterboard, asbestos cement, bitu- 
minous materials, flooring materials and 
paints. Considerable emphasis is given to 
manufacture and methods of testing, with 
rather less information on choice and use 
than architects and builders may require. 


1 ae 106 materials: applied finishes and treatments 
PAINTING 
Training the Painter To 
ference Report. (Association 
Craft Teachers. 1952.) 
Report of Conference at Harrogate. Con- 
tains several papers of considerable general 
interest. including descriptions of newer 
types of paint, such as the emulsion paints 
and styrenated paints, and of developments, 
such as the roller method of appication. 


Con- 
of Painting 


of Tomorrow. 


As; 107 materials : applied finishes and treatments 
FELT ROOFING 
Classification of Roofing 
and Fluxed Pitch). BS 747:7952. 
Standards Institution. 4s.) 

Description of several types of felt, with 
notes on manufacture and guidance as to 
which type to choose for various purposes. 

Roofing felt is now very widely used and 
it is important, therefore, to be able to ‘ils- 
tinguish between the various types and to 
make a correct choice for use under varying 
conditions. This BS does not give methods 
of testing for quality, as it has not yet been 
found possible to do this, but it does give 
a classified list of types. with some notes 
on the materials from which they are made 
and a useful general note on the method 
of manufacture. Several types are classified 
under each of the following groups: bitu- 
men felts (fibre felt); bitumen felts (asbestos 
base); fluxed pitch felts; impregnated flax 
felts. 

In the notes on each kind there is a head- 
ing * Uses.” Unfortunately, these notes do 
not help much in making a choice from the 
rather bewildering range. There is an 
appendix giving “ Notes on the use of roof- 
ing felts’’ which is of some assistance but 
one still feels that a really clear guide to 
the sensible choice of roofing felts remains 
to be written. What a study of this BS does 
show. however, is the need for great care 
both when specifying and when comparing 
prices. 


16.94 materials : 


(Bitumen 
(British 


Felts 


miscellaneous 


LIME 
Building Limes. BRS Digest No. 46. 
(HMSO. Sept., 1952. 3d.) 


While not giving any new information this 
Digest is a clear statement about types o: 
lime and their characteristics, with some 
notes on preparation. The suitability of 
different types of lime for mixing with Port- 
land cement is discussed. A useful summary. 


23. 164 heating: ventilation 


DOMESTIC APPLIANCES _ 


Open Fires, Heating Stoves and Cookers 
Burning Solid Fuel. BS C of P 403(1952). 
(British Standards Institution. 7s.) 


The Architects’ Journal for January 1, 1953 


Final version of Code dealing with the 
selection and installation of domestic heat- 
ing appliances, with recommendations on 
design of hearths, walls, throats, firebacks, 
etc. Advice on inspection, testing and main- 
tenance. Some useful diagrams, but makers’ 
larger scale drawings will also be required 
before adequate working details can be pre- 
pared to show the fixing of appliances. 


165 heating: ventilation 
HOUSE HEATING 


House Heating and the Tenant, Experiments 
at Abbots Langley. Rosslyn Green and 
Elisabeth A. Milroy. (RIBA Journal. 
Sept., 1952.) 

Report on tenant reaction to occupation of 
houses with various heating systems. Ex- 
tremely interesting and well worth study. 
The various reports which have already 
appeared on the Abbots Langley house heat- 
ing experiment have made this large scale 
project familiar to all who study research 
on housing, but previous reports have dealt 
mainly with the heating characteristics—with 
ventilation, insulation, fuel consumption, 
etc. The article by Miss Milroy is different: 
it deals with “ tenant reaction “ and in doing 
so provides some valuable information. 
For a complete understanding of the prob- 
lem, Miss Milroy’s article should be studied, 
but among the points which emerge are that 
tenants like open fires, that un-heated 
kitchens are unsatisfactory, that in well- 
insulated houses bedrooms get surprisingly 
warm and only need heating in very cold 
weather or in case of illness. 

The results of this survey show that 
families can be divided into three broad 
classes: those that are satisfied with sufficient 
warmth for sitting in the living room and 
only background warmth elsewhere: those 
that want sufficient warmth for sitting in 
the living room, for working in the kitchen 
and only background warmth elsewhere: 
those that want sufficient warmth for sit- 
ting in the living room and at least sufficient 
warmth for working in all other parts of 
the house. To satisfy these three sets of 
requirements economically different appli- 
ances are needed. It seems, therefore, that 
housing authorities should provide a variety 
of houses with different heating installations. 
In the experiment, families were moved 
from one house to another: hence, there is 
a large amount of comparative data avail- 
able. The article contains some interesting 
tables giving results of the investigation. it 
is certainly worth studying and it is to be 
hoped that housing managers, as well as 
architects, will become familiar with it. 


24.160 iighting 
FLUORESCENT LIGHTING 


Fluorescent Lighting. Edited by C. Zwikker. 

(Philips Technical Library. 1952. 35s.) 
Review of fluorescent lamps, accessories 
and fluorescent lighting practice, by a group 


of lighting specialists. 250 pp. 180 illustra- 
tions. 

More than half of this comprehensive book 
is devoted to a very clear explanation, start- 
ing from first principles, of the working, 
compgnents and operation of fluorescent 
lamps, mainly useful to the lighting engi- 
neer. The remainder of the book. chiefly the 
last 100 pages, the architect will find valu- 
able, for in it is analysed the design of fit- 
tings and the lighting of many types of build- 
ing. This part of the book contains 75 excel- 
lent photographs of fittings and lighting 
schemes. The practising architect will pro- 
bably find these and the book’s other illus- 
trations of as much value as the text. 

The value of fluorescent lighting is over- 
stressed or, more accurately, other sources 
of light are studiously ignored. (As the book 


( TECHNICAL | (27 


is produced by a lighting manufacturer, the 
bias is perhaps understandable.) Thus, in the 
section on home lighting, the unpopularity so 
far of fluorescent lamps is attributed to their 
cold colour and large size; both factors, it is 
pointed out, which are now largely over- 
come. The truth of this is, of course, ques- 
tionable and, in any case, it is doubtful 
whether fluorescent tubes will ever completely 
supplant filament lamps in the home, partly 
on grounds of cost and, partly, because bright 
point sources of light are necessary to pro- 
duce the sparkle and liveliness so desirable 
in most home environments. 

In the agricultural section, where the value 
of irradiating plants is discussed, the fluores- 
cent lamp is solely recommended; no mention 
is made of sodium or mercury vapour lamps, 
which are likely to prove more popular be- 
cause of their high light output per watt. 


24. 1 6 | lighting 


LIGHTING THEORY 


Comfortable Lighting — Its Study and 
Realization. L. C. Kalff. (Trans. lum. 
Eng. Soc. Vol. XVII, No. 8. 1952.) 


An attempt by a Dutch architect to relate 
modern lighting theories to design. 


This article indicates the way in which the 

attitude of lighting engineers to their subject 
has been changing during recent years. The 
importance of human reactions, not of 
measuring instruments, is emphasized and an 
analysis is made of visual behaviour in 
terms of the task, the immediate brightness, 
the background brightnesses and the centre 
of interest. The reasoning is applied to 
paintings—to Bellini’s “ Doge of Venice” 
and Rousseau’s “ Landscape ’—and is ex- 
tended to the design of a restaurant, a 
church, a shop window, and the interior of 
a store. 


Readers requiring up-to-date infor- 
mation on building products and 
services may complete and post this 
form to the Architects’ Fournal, 9,11 
and 13, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1 


ENQUIRY FORM 


I am interested in the following advertisements 
appearing in this issue of “ The Architects’ 
Journal.” (BLOCK LETTERS, and list in 
alphabetical order of manufacturers’ names 


please). 


Please ask manufacturers to send further 


particulars to :— 


PROFESSION or TRADE 


ADDRESS 


| 
} 
| 
we 
| 
| 
ay 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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NEW 
VISIBLE RECORDS 
For Architects 


Simplifies Control of Each Job and 
Shows Progress AT A GLANCE 


Here is a completely new record for Architects— 
designed in conjunction with Architects. 


It is a simple visible record which controls every 
undertaking, small or large, from start to finish. 


It shows at sight progress on each job: drawings 
and plans submitted, licences obtained, approvals 
from Public Health, Town and Country Planning and 
Central Land authorities. 


Details of contractors involved, their estimates or 
tenders, final costs, etc., are all controlled. Water, 
gas and other services available—drawing office costs, 
fees, etc.—are all provided for. In short, one small 
record gives the visual history of every single under- 
taking. 


This and similar records are available in panels 
holding just a few jobs or in books and cabinets 
housing thousands. The cost involved is little. More 
important, perhaps, the clerical work involved is very 
little, certainly far less than normally entailed. 


Where preferred such records can be slotted into 
files which house correspondence, plans, etc., such files 
having flat tops extending the full width of the file for 
instant vision and colour signalling, thus providing 
visibility PLUS filing. 


Full details will be sent if you will just jot “* Architects 
Records’ on your letterheading and send to address 
below. 


CShamman Systems 


FIRST IN FILING 


THE SHANNON LTD. 


712 Shannon Corner New Malden ° Surrey 


NEW LIGHT ON OLD 


Taking 


dima wie word) 


Hw smart the window display, nobody’s 
going to stop to look at it if it’s not well lit. 
But there’s no fear of that when Philips have been # 
consulted about the lighting installations. For 
Philips have sixty years of specialised lighting 
experience — and a magnificent range of equipment 
which includes the perfect answer to every lighting 
need. 


The Philips “ Arden”? fitting illustrated uses one Philips 
5 ft. 80W. Fluorescent Lamp. Other suitable fittings are 
** Ashcroft’ and Aberford’’. 


Consult 


PHILIPS ELECTRICAL LTD. 


on all lighting problems 


[PHILIPS] 
Light Group, Century House, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W.C.2 | zm 
RADIO AND TELEVISION RECEIVERS + **PHILISHAVE”’ ELECTRIC DRY SHAVERS, ETC. we 
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From the Industry this week, 
Brian Grant reports on sliding 
doors, the exhibition of lighting 
fittings at the Building Centre and 
a new flame-retardant coating. 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 

There are so many comparatively small 
items which go to make up a building that 
it is easy to take them for granted. From 
the architect’s point of view this is perhaps 
as it ‘should be, for nobody has the time 
or the knowledge to sit down and start de- 
signing everything from the very beginning. 
On the other hand, it leaves a good deal of 
work to be done by the manufacturer of 
almost any kind of equipment, and he must 
take pains to see that what he sends to the 
site is what is really wanted for the job, 
and is not merely a hopeful guess in reply 
to a loosely specified order. 

These thoughts are the result of a brief 
visit to Messrs. P. C. Henderson’s works at 
Barking. As most readers will know, this 
firm makes sliding gear for almost every 
type of door, window or partition that has 
to slide or fold. Gear for doors which are 
to slide in a straight line is, of course, rela- 
tively simple, and need consist of no more 
than a wheeled hanger and an elementary 
form of track. But when doors are to slide 
round a corner there is the further compli- 
cations of an extra movement in the hanger 
and the accurate curving of the track so 
that the trolley wheels do not bind. Add 
then the demand that the doors are also to 
fold and you complicate the problem of the 
hinges. Are the folds to be centre pivoted, 
to fold outwards, or to fold inwards? Is 
the track to be hung from the side of the 
lintol or from the soffit? Are the doors to 
slide in single-, double- or triple-lines? Each 
variation involves many different types cf 
the same basic unit, with further variations 
according to the size and weight of the doors. 
From the consumer’s point of view, Hen- 
derson’s make the whole business of order- 
ing comparatively simple by using a series 
of standardized questionnaires, in different 
colours for different types of gear, and pro- 
vided you have the intelligence to answer 
simple questions and mark the type of in- 
stallation required, you should receive all the 
necessary fittings and track, together with a 
set of full-size drawings and simple and clear 
fixing instructions to be handed to the man 
on the job. It is interesting to discover that 
something like 90 per cent. of the inquiries 
received by Messrs. Henderson are sent in 
on the standard questionnaire form, so it 
can be assumed that customers find it works 
well in practice. From an administrative 
point of view it is probably quite an ex- 
pensive method. but if it makes certain that 
the right fittings are sent first time then it is 
worth while. 

Going round the firm’s stores one realises 
what a large number of different items are 
needed if any given set of conditions is to 
be met from stock, and also that the job 
cannot be done without intelligent store- 
keepers who don’t leave out an essential 
item. The firm seems to have thought of 
all the conditions which are likely to arise 
on the job, and makes all the subsidiary fit- 
tings like flush pulls, bolts, handles, and the 
many other items, such as drainage sumps 
for the floor channels. All these fittings are 
set out clearly in the firm’s lists, which are, 
in general, very informative, and provide all 
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the information one is likely to want about 
such subjects as lubrication, materials and 
bearings for wheels, and the less usual fit- 
tings like mobile ladders hung from tracks 
and used for access to high shelving or files. 
Note also the * Parlour” gear for domestic 
sliding doors—only £2 per set for doors up 
to 3 ft. wide. 

The firm issues an informative “ Handy ” 
Catalogue (No. 52), designed to provide 
useful data on the various type of gear in 
widest use: this also includes a “* Handy ” 
price list, of great assistance in compiling 
approximate estimates, and 60 standard full- 
size drawings. (P. C. Henderson Ltd., Tan- 
gent Works, Barking, Essex.) 


LIGHTING FITTINGS 


Open at the Building Centre until the 10th 
of this month is an excellent display of light 
fittings in current production. Most of the 
names, like Troughton & Young, Heal, Hol- 
man and Merchant Adventurers, are familiar 
enough, but Cone Fittings are a new firm to 
me. Only two of their designs are shown, 
but they are both reasonably priced wall 
fittings at 39s. and 42s. Admittedly there 
is not very much in either of them to cost 


money, but these prices are far nearer the | 
amounts ordinary people feel like paying | 


nowadays. If you don’t mind going up to 
£15 or so there is plenty of choice from any 
number of firms, but I gather, on inquiry, 
that it is the policy of this firm to produce 
simple designs and sell them cheaply. Good 
luck to them, for it’s certain that there’s a 
large market all ready and waiting. 

The fitting shown in the photograph (right) 
can gO any way up, or at any angle. The 
shade is of a washable acetate. The height 
of the fitting can be adjusted by pressing 
the small release button on the wall. This 
allows the flex to be pulled through. There 
- rubber feet on the legs. (Cone Fittings, 

fd., 


297, Mutton Lane, Potters Bar, 
Middlesex.) 
FIRE-RESISTANT FINISHES 
Albi-"R” a_ fire-retardant coating 


material for use on combustible surfaces, 
such as wood, plywood, fibre insulation 
board, and acoustic tiles. Its function is 
principally air-exclusive; when exposed to 
flame or heat of over 300° F., it swells up 
to form an insulating mat which prevents 
the spread of fire beyond its point of origin 
and retards penetration and transmission of 
heat through the coated surface. 

It may be used on walls, partitions, ceilings, 
beams, rafters, doors and insulating boards. 
If used on metals it considerably retards the 
penetration and transmission of heat to and 
through the coated surface. 
two identical panels of 24-gauge steel, one 
untreated, the other treated on one side with 
Albi-“ R.” were subjected to a flame of 
1,733° F. Thermo-couples were placed 


against the backs of the panels directly | 


opposite the flame. After 30 minutes the 
untreated panel recorded a temperature of 
1,205° F., while the treated panel recorded 
only 383° F. 

Under triai at the” Elstree Fire Testing 
Station were samples of fibre insulating 
board, hardboard, Douglas fir plywood, 
Gaboon plywood and acoustic tiles; after 
4 minutes “no spread” was recorded on 
the insulating board, an average of ¢ in. 
on the Gaboon plywood, and an average of 
+ in. on the acoustic tiles. The final distance 
of spread of flame in each case was: insula- 


ting board, no spread: hardboard, 24 in.: | 


Douglas fir plywood. 24 in.; Gaboon ply- 
wood, 3£ in.; acoustic tiles, } in. Surface 
spread of flame is. of course, dependent on 
the weight of flame-retardant treatment 
applied—in these tests, the weight of appli- 
cation ranged from 14 to 50 grammes/sq. ft. 
The conclusion of the tests was that 


During a test, | 
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Detail of drainage gulley for bottom track 
used by P. C. Henderson for their sliding 


doors. 


Simple and inexpensive wall fitting on show 
at Building Centre. Position of fitting can 
be adjusted by pressing button on wall and 
allowing flex to slide through. (Cone Fittings 
Ltd.). 


Albi-* R” flame retardant coating, when 
applied to the above materials in the quanti- 
_ ties specified, gives a surface classified in 
Class I (very low flame spread). 
The product was also tested by, among 
other organisations, the Danish State Testing 
Laboratories, in Copenhagen, who carried 
out their test in accordance with the terms 
, of the International Convention on Safety of 
| Life at Sea, 1948, and the Underwriters’ 
| Laboratories Inc. (National Board of Fire 
Underwriters) in USA. Albi-“R” is now 
under test by Government service depart- 
ments for special applications. The material 
consists of various dry solids with a phos- 
phate base: it is mixed with water for appli- 
cation and dries to a hard white non-chalking 
finish. Application can be by brush or spray, 
at 32 sq. yd./gall.. for insulating and plaster 
board: 18 sq. yd./gall. for hardboard, ply- 
wood and timber. Tinting can be done, if 
required, with most non-reactive pigments, 
but it would probably be best to ask the 
| manufacturers about this. There is no parti- 
cular difficulty about preparing the surfaces 
before application. 
Thirty days after application, Albi-“ R ” 
can be cleaned with a damp cloth, but where 
| excessive washing or condensation is 
| expected an oil paint or lacquer can be 
| applied as a finishing coat. (Albi-Willesden 
| Ltd., Kensington Palace Mansions, De Vere 
Gardens, London, W.8.) 


BRIAN GRANT 


Announcements 


| The practice of the late C. Howard Crane, 
| A.LA., Architects & Engineers, at 7, Bucking- 

ham Gate, S.W.1, is being carried on as C. 
| Howard Crane & Partners, Architects & 

Engineers, at the same address. The partners 
| are Mr. M. R. Beckstrom, a.1.a. (USA), Mr. 
| John B. Guise, A.R.1.B.A., and Mr. A. T. 
| Davies, A.M.LC.E. 
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Mr. E. Farad Whitehead, a.R.1.B.A., has 
moved to 3, Fir Grove, New Malden, Surrey. 

Messrs. Westwood, Sons & Harrison have 
taken into partnership Mr. E. Gilbert Chap- 
man, A.R.1I.B.A., A.A.DIP. The name of the firm 
remains unchanged, and the practice will 
continue from 46, Baker Street, W.1, (Tel.: 
Wel 0694.) 

Mr. Leonard Elliott, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.LC.E., 
A.M.STRUCT.E., has moved his office to 15, 
Upper Grosvenor Street, W.1 (Tel.: MAY fair 
0968-0969), where he will be pleased to re- 
ceive trade literature. 

Philip H. Herbert, a.r.1.B.a., has moved his 
office to 17, Highfield Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, 15 (Tel.: Edgbaston 3817), 
where he will be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues, 

G. A. Halse, A.R.1.B.A., has opened a private 
practice at The Hermitage, Vicarage Road, 
Sidmouth (Tel.: Sidmouth 464), where he 
will be pleased to receive catalogues and 
technical data. 

Mr. J. Swindells, A.M.1.C.E., M.I.STRUCT.E., 
M.INST. WELDING, has been appointed chief 
engineer for Concrete Ltd. in the north of 
England. 

The County Architects’ Society has, for 
some months, been giving careful considera- 
tion to the activities of the London and other 
builders’ conferences. The following resolu- 
tion was passed recently at a meeting of the 
Society :—‘‘ This Society deprecates the acti- 
vities of Builders’ Conferences, and is pleased 
to note that the RIBA intend taking further 
action in this matter.” 


Buildings Illustrated 


Mechanical Workshops at the Tar & Am- 
yonia Products Works, Beckton, East Ham. 
London, E.16, for the North Thames Gas 


Board. (Pages 13-17.) Designers: Brian 
Colquhoun & Partners, Consulting Engi- 


neers. Chief Architect: A. H. Shearing, 
A.R.IL.B.A. Resident engineer: G. D. Mc- 
Farlane. Quantity surveyors: Stanley 


Griffith & Partners. General contractors: 
Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons Ltd. Sub- 
contractors: dampcourses, George Callender 
& Co. Ltd.; asphalt, Rock Asphalte Co. Ltd.; 
facing bricks, High Brooms Brick & Tile 
Co. Ltd., supplied by Wiggins-Sankey, Ltd.: 
structural steel, metalwork, Redpath Brown 
& Co. Ltd.: special roofings, Robertson 
Building Service; roofing felt, The Ruberoid 
Co.: partitions, Roneo Ltd.; patent glazing, 
Aygee Ltd. (vertical glazing), Faulkner 
Greene & Co. Ltd. (northlight glazing); 
woodblock flooring, National Flooring Co. 
Ltd.; patent flooring, Johnson Flooring Co. 
Ltd.; dome-lights and glass concrete con- 
struction, Lenscrete Ltd.; acoustic tiling, 
Horace W. Cullum Ltd.:; painting, E. H. Bull 
& Son Ltd.; road finishing, General Asphalt 
Co. Ltd.; air compressor, Reave!l & Co. Ltd., 
and Broom & Wade Co. Ltd.; vertical linings, 
Tentest Fibreboard Co. Ltd.; asbestos sheet- 
ing, W. M. Walker & Co. Ltd.; flush doors, 
Venesta Ltd.; expanded metal, supplied by 
R. Passmore & Co. Ltd.; concrete standards, 
Concrete Utilities Ltd.; pumps, Worthington- 
Simpson & Co. Ltd., and Pulsometer Ltd.; 
motors, Lancashire Dynamo & Crypto Co. 
Ltd.; starters, Allen West & Co. Ltd.; pipe- 
work, Stewarts and Lloyds Ltd., and Clay 
Cross Co. Ltd.; fans, Keith Blackman Co. 
Ltd., and Matthews & Yeates Ltd.; lighting 
fittings, Simplex Electric Co. Ltd., Electric 
Depot Ltd., Ediswan Ltd., Troughton & 
Young Ltd., Walsall Conduits Ltd., General 
Electric Co. Ltd., The Benjamin Electric 
Ltd., and Metropolitan Vickers Electrical 
Co.: switchgear, William White (Switchgear) 
Ltd.; cables, Craig Park Cable Co. Ltd., and 
W. T. Glover & Co. Ltd.; unit heaters and 
panels, Copperad Ltd.; air washer, Drum- 


mond Patent (Holdings) Ltd.; calorifiers, 
Rother Boiler Co. Ltd.; gas fixtures (mains) 
North Thames Gas Board; electric wiring, 
Barlow & Young Ltd.; ventilation, Benham 
& Sons, Ltd.; plumbing, Stitson, White & 
Co. Ltd.; sanitary fittings, John Bolding & 
Sons Ltd.; door furniture, Alfred G. Roberts 
Ltd.; casements, Mellowes & Co. Ltd.; roll- 
ing shutters, Haskins; joinery, P. H. Barker 
& Son Ltd.; tiles, Carter & Co. (London) 
Ltd.: cranes, John Smith (Keighley) Ltd.; 
clocks, Gents Ltd.; paint, W. & J. Leigh & 
Co. Ltd.;: asbestos sheeting, Universal 
Asbestos Co. Ltd.: concrete paint, Jos. Free- 
man & Co. Ltd. 


Housing for the Sunbury-on-Thames UDC 
in Beechwood Avenue, Sunbury-on-Thames, 
Middlesex. (Pages 18-20.) | Architect: 
Basil Spence & Partners. Quantity sur- 


veyors: B. M. Kimber, F.R.1.C.s. General 
contractors: three blocks of flats, Co- 
Partners Building Operatives Ltd.; Old 


people’s dwellings, Messrs. C. & S. Telling, 
A. E. Hopkins & Son; two-storey dwellings, 
C. & S. Telling, A. E. Hopkins & Son, 
Henry Day (Merton) Ltd., Gamblin & Son 
Ltd. Sub-contractors: bricks, Uxbridge 
Flint Brick Co. Ltd., base course and com- 
mon  flettons; special roofings, Hugh 
Twaddle & Son Ltd.; patent glazing, Crittall 
Manufacturing Co. Ltd.; patent flooring, 
Durable Asphalte Co. Ltd. (living rooms) 
Sealantone Products Ltd.; gas-fitting, North 
Thames Gas Board; fires and grates, Ideal 
Boiler & Radiator Co. Ltd.; electric wiring, 
T. Adams & Co. Ltd.; electric light fixtures, 
Merchant Adventurers of London Ltd.; 
sanitary fittings, Wilson & Wylie Ltd., sup- 
pliers of Royal Doulton fittings; door furni- 
ture, Nettlefold & Moser Ltd.; window fur- 
niture and casements, Crittall Manufactur- 
ing Co. Ltd.; joinery, John D. Austin 
(Ilford) Ltd.; mantels, H. & C. Davis & Co. 
Ltd. 


HOSEGOODS SILOS 
AVONMOUTH 


¥ 


LONDON - 


Telephone: LONDON WALL 4426-7-8-9 


ul 


KEMP'S BISCUITS 


* ST. LEONARDS 


“LIQUID STONE 
Sip A.durable solidifying process for direct. 


application to Concrete, Cement, Stone,’ 
Brickwork, Asbestos-Cement and similar. 


And at: 15, Tithebarn Street, LIVERPOOL, 3. 
71, James Street, CARDIFF. 


> 


surfaces: 


FOR EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR. USE 
Specified by’ Ministry of Works, Air Ministry. 


Government Depts.‘and Public bodies. 


EIN | PROTECTIVE AND DECORATIVE 
“THE UNITED PAINT COMPANY LIMITED 


Makers of Paints, Enamels, Varnishes and Distempers 
15, ST. HELEN’S PLACE - LONDON : E.C.3. 


Watergate Building, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
Works: Stratford, London and Lowestoft 


xlviti 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
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Wardwoods 


130-150 HACKNEY ROAD 


LONDON: E.2 


TELEPHONE: SHOREDITCH 7654 (10 Lines) 
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The uses of zinc in building are too numerous to 
mention— from simple flashings to a structure 
as formidable as the vast roof of a cathedral 
(Cologne, for instance.) 

There are now no restrictions on the use of 


LQ 


The price of zinc has fallen considerably and 
it is again one of the most economical roofing 
materials. 

The Zinc Development Association will be 
pleased to send to potential users lists of stockists 
of all zinc building materials and of firms 
specialising in zinc work. 


ZINC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
Lincoln House e Turl Street e Oxford e Tel: 47988 


| | 
| zinc. Supplies are adequate to meet all demands | 
a and, according to the authoritative report of the 
| ee _} U.S. President’s Materials Policy Commission, 
| | are likely to remain so for many years to come. 
| | 
Y Yj 
| A 
| 
| 
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specify 


FREEZ 


DON’T STOP & 
THE WORK! 
When the thermometer drops ¥ 


and frost and snow threatens 
to immobilise the vital work 
of home building, there is 
a safe and sure means of 


concreting bricklaying 
in wintry weather—even in 
temperatures down to 5° F.— 
is to mix Tretol Anti-Freezer 
with the gauging water. This : 
has been adopted for many [§i 
years by thousands of Con- §4& 
tractors and Housing Authori- 
ties in the United Kingdom. 
Let their successful experience 
be your safeguard. Don’t take 
any risks! Please write for 
descriptive leaflet No. 25/A. 


defence 
The recognised method of 


FOR BRICKLAYING & CONCRETING DURING FROSTY WEATHER 


TRETOL LIMITED, 12-14, NORTH END ROAD, LONDON, N.W.11. Tel. : SPEedwell 4621 (5 lines). Works : SLOUGH, BUCKS. 


Photograph by “courtesy 
of the L.C.C. Education 
Authority. 


Literature upen request from : 


—one of the many situations for which the 
Sugg Assisted-convection gas-fired space 
heater is particularly suited. 

Developed by SUGG of Westminster, 
the principle of fan-assisted convection is 
embodied in several different types of 
heater and heater-ventilator for both in- 
dustrial and domestic installation. 


Domestic heater fitted in 
L.C.C. new hutted classroom 


_This new development in space-heating 
gives remarkably even temperature from 
floor to ceiling. 


Available for flued and fiueless operation. 
Economical in installation, very efficient 
in use of fuel. 


See our permanent exhibit at the Building Centre, 
Store Street, W.C.1. 


WILLIAM SUGG & CO. LTD., VINCENT WORKS, REGENCY ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 vic 3211 
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Venus Pencil leads are pressure- 
proofed* for maximum strength 


SMOOTH... 


made by a special colloidal process* 
which removes all impurities 


ACCURATE «00 


exactly graded in I7 different 
degrees of hardness 
*Exclusive Venus Patents 


Durable non-crumbling 
points ; strong and smooth in 
action give lines uniform in 
weight and tone. Opaque 
lines for sharp, clear repro- 
duction. No smudges. No 
“ghosts from erasure. 
There’s the right degree 
for your favourite paper. 


The result : sharper prints 
—by any process ! 


PENCILS 


VENUS PENCIL CO., 
LOWER CLAPTON ROAD, 


THE 
PENCIL 
WITH THE 
CRACKLE 
FINISH 


Use also 
Venus Soft 
Pencil Eraser 


LIMITED 
LONDON, E.5 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JoURNAL for January 1, 1953 


STANDARD SIZES 


1. PLAIN SURFACE, 6in. by 6in. by jin. thick, 
6in. by 6in. by 4in., 4in. by 4in. by 4in., 4in. by 
4in. by gin., 6in. by 3in. by 4in. and 6in. by 3in. 
by gin. Diagonal halves made to all above. 
SHOT FACE and RIBBED FACE, 6in. by 6in. 
by #in. and 6in. by 6in. by 4in. 

2. COVE SKIRTINGS, 6in. by 6in. by tin. and 6in. 
by 3t4in. by tin. 

COVES & ANGLE BEADS, 6in. by 3in. by 4in., 
6in. by 2in. by and 6in. by Ijin. by 

3. & 4. Independent External and Internal Angles 
made to all the above. 

5. & 6. CHANNELS, 6in. by 6in. by I4in. with 
outlets, etc. 

Round Edge Tiles in 6in. by 6in. by tir., 6in. by 
3in. by 4in. and 4in. by 4in. by tin. with External 
Angles. 


For a lifetime’s wear, with all-round savings on laying cost, 
cleaning cost and maintenance cost, always specify genuine 
Woolliscroft industrial tiles. 
Unlike ordinary quarry tiles, Woolliscroft tiles are made of 
genuine Staffordshire hard-burnt clay which has been doubly 
ground and purified. These extra processes give Woolliscroft 
tiles the following three advantages :— 
1. UNIFORM SIZE—which saves many hours’ laying time 
on even a small area. 
2. FINER TEXTURE—which makes them more hygienic, 
and easier and quicker to clean. 
3. HARDER FINISH—which adds years to their life. 
4. RICHER COLOUR—bdy eliminating impurities in the 
natural clays. 


Famous walls 2 and floors wear 


W@LLISCROFT 


INDUSTRIAL TILES 


Write for samples to George Woolliscroft & Son Ltd., Dept AJ, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent 


| 
white or blueprints! Ooo 
2 
3 
O) 
ey lay easily 
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LARGE SLIDING DOORS. 
PERSPEX ROOF LIGHTS 
OR PATENT GLAZING. 


STEEL FRAMED WINDOWS. 


COSELE 


DOCK MEADO 


TELEPHONE: BILSTON 


COSELEY STANDARD 
STEEL FRAMED BUILDING 


Span Eaves Hgt. 

30ft. 12ft. & I5ft. 
40ft. 12ft. & I5ft. 
S5Oft. 1Oft. & 15ft. 
60ft. 1Oft. & 15ft. 


Buildings any lengths in multiples 
of 12ft. 6in. Widths in multiples 
of standard spans. 
Completely or partly clad in 
Asbestos Cement. 
Supplied, erected and sheeted com- 
plete on your prepared foundations. 


ELEGRAMS: 


recently published 


Modern Architect- 
ural Design by 
Howard Robertson 


P.R.1.B.A., S.A.D.G. 


The Architectural Press, 9-13 Queen Anne’s Gate London SW1 


THIS NEW EDITION of Modern Architectural Design, which is, in a sense, a companion volume or sequel 
to the author’s well-known Principles of Architectural Composition, has been very largely rewritten, entirely 
reset and newly illustrated. It is not a plea for the so-called modern movement but is a penetrating and 
constructive analysis of the design problems which face the practising architect and student of the present 
day. Mr. Robertson combines theory and experience gained from practice in a lively and stimulating 
discussion of present-day problems of planning, structure, materials and decoration. His text is thoroughly 
illustrated with photographs and drawings of the most interesting modern buildings in Europe and America. 
Size 83 ins. by 5§ ins. 228 pages illustrated with half-tone and line illustrations. Price 25s. net, postage 7d. 
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Simplicity 
and Economy 
in Building 


three Hardboard enables it to be 


used without waste in all building 
projects requiring this versatile material. 
The absolute reliability of the quality, the 
greater density, the greater strength and 
the lower moisture absorption ensure a 
job well done. Small wonder then that 
Ahlstrom five-three is rapidly gaining 
favour throughout the building trade. 
— HARDBOARD WZ wiz wil. 


five three 


Enquire from your Iccal merchants or from 
Plywood & Timber Products Agencies Ltd. 
City-Gate House, (East), Finsbury Square, E.C.2. 


Manufactured by A. AHLSTROM OSAKEYHTIO, FINLAND 
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Note the Low Cost * 


Progress 
on Concrete Work 
S-a-f-e-l-y 
Speeded 


MINISET 


For Quick Setting 
Rapid Hardening 
and Waterproofing 


An all-round working economy is effected 
through the use of this liquid admixture. 
Units can be stripped in half the time — 
no breakages through early stripping—less 
breakages in transport. Miniset gives a 
higher strength, greater uniformity, and a 
waterproof product. It has no corrosive 


action on steel. 
%* From 2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per gallon 


according to quantity 
Write for full terms and Leaflet P.4158 


EVODE LTD - GLOVER ST - STAFFORD 
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The ASPHALTE with a Service 
that éxcels every way 


Se LIST OF ALL 

GOVERNMENT 
DEPTS. 


Ue 
LAMINATED FELT ROOFINGS WITH VARIOUS 
FINISHES © PITCHMASTIC TAR PAVING ASPHALTE 
ROOFING, TANKING ETC., IN NATURAL ROCK OR YP 


MASTIC ASPHALTE ® COLOURED ASPHALTE PAVING OR FLOORING 
EXCEL ASPHALTE CO LTD Broadway Chambers, Hammersmith, W.6 


Telegrams: ‘‘CESLYM’’, LONDON. Telephone: RiVerside 6052 (4 lines) 


LARGE 


TIMBER 
BUILDINGS 


Superbly built at lowest prices 


Hall’s, the largest manufacturers, fulfil the biggest orders without 
interruption. Contracts can proceed from start to finish without 
stop. Single spans from 10 ft. to 30 ft. with no limit on length. 
Only specially selected and seasoned timber is used. Hall’s 
quote lowest prices—with quality now better than pre-war best. 
All buildings are creosoted inside and out, with priming paint 
on doors and windows. They arrive complete with fittings, 
ironmongery, putty, ready-cut glass and roofing felt. 


Wf 


HALLS 


OF PADDOCK WOOD 


Send for clearly illustrated, 
fully detailed Catalogue. 


Robert H. Hall & Co. (KENT) Ltd. 30-44 PADDOCK WOOD, TONBRIDGE, KENT. 


THE MODERN 


THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 


SHOP 


by BRYAN & NORMAN WESTWOOD F./A.R.I.B.A. 


THIS BOOK, written by two outstandingly successful 
shop architects, is concerned with the planning, design 
and equipment of the smaller retail shop. It is 

addressed primarily to the practising architect and 

shop designer; but is also an indispensable ideas-book 
for all enterprising shop-keepers who, in a keenly 
competitive age, appreciate the value of good 
shop-design; and although the main emphasis is on the 
smaller shop the principles which the authors 

enunciate are equally applicable to the large shop 

and department store. The text is practical, 
comprehensive and up-to-date; it includes chapters 
dealing with the site, the plan, the fagade, the 
self-service shop, fixtures and fittings, lighting, heating, 
costs, etc. The book is very carefully illustrated with some 
300 drawings and photographs which include several 
interesting recent examples from overseas. Bound 

in full cloth boards. Size 94 in. by 7} in. 183 pp. 

with 300 illustrations in line and halftone, a 

bibliography and an index. Price 30s. net. Postage 8d. 


9-13 Queen Anne’s Gate SWI 
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Your 


FIREPROOF modern building codes call for fire-resisting 


construction. Steelbrac framing gives the highest degree of fireproof 
construction. 


VERMIN PROOF Suspended solid plaster ceilings are extensively 


used in schools, hospitals and kitchens, etc., where a surface without dust and 
vermin concealing crevices is essential. 


SOUND RESISTING False ceilings materially reduce the trans- 


mission of sound through floors. 


ECONOMICAL in steci, by the use of our specially designed 


supports, which are lightweight, but have great rigidity, and can be adapted 
to any shape or design. 


Costs are lower with our system of construction 


for SUSPENDED PLASTER CEILINGS 
Let us submit to you our suggestions and prices. 


STEEL BRACKETING AND LATHING 
WILLOW LANE, MITCHAM, SURREY. 


Good News for 1953! 
MORE SISSONS SINKS 


avatlable for 


MORE NEW HOUSES IN THE NEW YEAR 


LIMITED 
Telephone : MlTcham 4072-3-4 


SISSONS 


SHEFFIELD 


For the last two years, Sissons have had difficulty 
in coping with the ever-increasing demand for 
their stainless steel sinks. Now, with an easing 
in the material situation and with improved 
production methods, Sissons hope to make their 
complete range of standard sinks more readily 
available for your new clients in 1953. In short, 
the supply position is such that if you specify 
** Sinks by Sissons *’, you will not only 
be specifying first-class producis—you 
will be taking the right action to avoid 
delivery headaches. 

There is a Sissons standard 
sink to meet most require- 
ments. The range includes 


the single and double drainer models with 
rectangular and round bowls. And, of course, 
Sissons can supply sinks exactly to your own 
specifications, if desired. 

All sinks are available simply as sink tops or with 
attractive wooden under-cabinets—* furniture- 
built” throughout from finest quality timber. 
Sissons also manufacture space-saving Kitchen 
Unit Furniture to match. 

To save time, why not write for full details and 
descriptive literature today ? 


Sissons 


STAINLESS STEEL SINKS 


W &G SISSONS LTD., ST. MARY’S ROAD, SHEFFIELD 2° TELEPHONE: SHEFFIELD 22118 
lv 
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Projecting only 6 
inches from the wall, the unique * 

Panel Cistern retains all the famous Fordham 
features and adds a distinction all its own. 
It’s sturdy, too. Proof against frost and 
almost unbreakable. 


or ai 


Creators of the first, makers of the latest seamless steel cistern 


Fordham Pressings Ltd., Dudley Rd., Wolverhampton Tel.: 23861 


NO WAITING 


weeks on end! In spite of the heavy 
seasonable demand we offer a really good 
delivery of this PIONEER of UNIT 
HEATERS; renowned for excellence of 
performance, reliability and well engin- 
eered construction. 


‘““CALORIER”’ 


UNIT HEATERS 


Five popular models, high or low speed, 
outputs from 10,000 B.Th. Us. to 500,000 
B.Th. Us. per hour, for steam or acceler- 
ated hot water systems, 


BUILT FOR INDUSTRY 
SEND FOR PUBLICATIONS Nos. 166 & 171 


THE STANDARD AND POCHIN BROS. LTD. 
Dept, A.J. EVINGTON VALLEY ROAD, LEICESTER 


The Planning and Equipment of Public Houses 
by F. W. B. Yorke, P.r.1.B.A. Foreword by Clough Williams-kilis, F.R.1.B.A. 


Tis is the first comprehensive text-book to be published which gives all the practical 
information required by architects who are either designing a new public house 
or planning alterations and extensions to existing licensed premises. Mr. Yorke is a 
speciaist with a long and varied experience in the planning and equipment of 
large and smal public houses built on many different types of site. His text is 
illustrated by an extensive series of plans, each of which is included to show how 
particular problems were dealt with by well-known architects when designing pubs 
‘built during the years immediately preceding the last war. 


Bound in full cloth boards. Size 9ins. by 7ins., 

216 pages, over 140 plans and diagrams and 32 pages of 
exteriors and interiors of recently built public houses: 
also examples of equipment. 


21s. net. Postage inland 9d. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS _ 9-13 Queen Anne's Gate, S.W.1 


MODERN 
DRAWING 
OFFICE 
Furniture 


No finer range of Drawing Office 
Furniture is available than the 
Halden range. Every up-to-date 
refinement making for greater accuracy, 
greater ease in use, and economy of 
space has been introduced to the Halden 
designs. The range includes Drawing 
Tables, Cabinets, Drawing Boards, Filing 
Cabinets, Trestles, and Glass Tracing 
Tables. Large size boards made co custo- 
mer'’s own specification. For all office 

furniture and accessories consult :— 


& OF MANCHESTER 


J. HALDEN & CO, LTD., 8, ALBERT SQUARE, MANCHESTER, 2. 
Branches at :—London, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Birmingham, Glasgow, Leeds and Bristol 


GESCO 


TONGUED & GROOVED, LARGE GRAIN 


CORK PARQUETRY TILES 


ARE SPECIALLY SUITABLE FOR 
HOSPITALS. 


SOME TYPICAL CONTRACTS : 


Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital, London, for S. Hall & 
Easton & Robertson, F/F.R.1.B.A. 

General Infirmary, Leeds, for Kitson, Parish, Ledyard and 
Pyman. 

Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, London, for S. Hall & Easton 
& Robertson, F/F.R.1.B.A. 

Great Ormonde St. Hospital for Sick Children, London, 
for S. Hall & Easton & Robertson, F/F.R.1.B.A. 

St. Thomas’s Hospital, London, for L. G. Creed, A.R.I.B.A. 
Royal Eye Infirmary, Plymouth, for S. Hall & Easton & 
Robertson, F F.R.1.B.A. 

Westminster Hospital, London, for Adams, Holden and 
Pearson. 

St. Bartholomews Hospital, Students Hostel, London, for 
Easton & Robertson, F/F.R.I.B.A. 

Westminster Childrens Hospital, London, for Easton & 
Robertson, F/F.R.I.B.A. 

Victoria Memorial Jewish Hospital, Manchester, for H. Davies, 
L.R.1.B.A. 


See AJ Information Sheet | 8F2 or write for further particulars to : 


Telephone: ABBey 1604-5 
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The paint trade is using our METALLIC LEAD 
PIGMENT for this kind of job. 

In a few words, Spelthorne Metallic Lead Pigment 
is 99.5% finely divided metallic lead in linseed oil or 
other media. It protects metals from corrosion and 
wood from decay. It flows easily, covers well and 
forms the base of chlorinated rubber paints. Lead 
is now free of control, and supplies are easier. 
Protection of property with Metallic Lead Paint will 
save maintenance costs. 

Samples and prices from:— 


Witco Chemical Co., Ltd., Bush House, 
Aldwych, London, W.C.2 or:— 


SPELTHORNE Metals Ltd. 


Berger House, Berkeley Square, London, W.1. 
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REMINDS ME... 

MUST RING 
BIGWOODS ABOUT, 
STAIRS FOR THE 
G.. 
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Consult Bigwoods about that 
Steel Staircase. With over forty 
years of experience and knowledge, they 
are ready to make and install stairs of any des- 
cription for inside or outside use. Just send a 
card or ’phone, and Bigwoods representative wil’ 


call and talk over your stairway requirements. \\ 

N 7 THE STEEL 

STAIRCASE PEOPLE 

Establishe 7 

BIGWOOD BROS. (BIRMINGHAM) LTD. 

4 London Office: 68, Sereet, S.W.1. 
XN 
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were entrusted with the entire 
contract for decorative and protective 
painting at the 


MECHANICAL WORKSHOPS 
of the 

TAR & AMMONIA PRODUCTS WORKS 

at BECKTON for the North Thames 

Gas Board. 


Consulting Engineers : 
Brian Colquhoun & Partners, 
(Chief Architect—A. H. Shearing, A.R.1.B.A.) 


SPECIALISTS IN HIGH CLASS 
COMMERCIAL PAINTING 


| GREENGATE PARADE, 
HORNS ROAD, ILFORD, 
ESSEX. 


Ivii 


FOR 


QUALITY JOINERY 


SHARP BROS. & KNIGHT LTD. 
Burton-on-Trent 
Phone: Burton 4851 (5 lines) 
London Office: Lion House, 
Red Lion Street, Richmond, 
Surrey. Phone: RiIChmond 0165/6 
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ap THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 


A selection of books on building practice 


NEW WAYS OF BUILDING Edited by Eric de Maré, a.r..a. Contributors : 

Dr. K. Hajnal-Konyi (concrete), O. Bondy (steel), Phillip O. Reece (é2mber), K. Cheesman 
(glass), W. B. McKay (brickwork), Philip Scholberg (light metals and plastics), 

Cc. C, Handisyde (insulation). A new book on building construction which acts as an appendix to existing 
standard works. It is written by a gr oup of authors, each a specialist i in his own subject, on whose knowledge 


the general practitioner can rely. Bound in full cloth boards. Size 9} ins. by 7} ins., 256 pages, over 200 photographs, 
plans and drawings. Second, revised, edition. Price 30s. net. Postage 8d. 


BUILDING MATERIALS by Cecil C. Handisyde. Foreword by A. H. Moberly, formerly 
Chairman of the R.1.B.A. Text and Reference Books Committee. The first of three books on 
building construction to be published at the recommendation of the Text and Reference Books Committee of 
the R.1.B.A. Size 94 ins. by 6 ins. 336 pages with 58 diagrams and photographs. Price 25s. net. Postage 7d. 


STRUCTURE IN BUILDING by W. Fisher Cassie and J. H. Napper. The second text-book 


in the same series as Building Materials. Size 9 ins. by 6 ins. 266 pages with over 150 diagrams and half-tones. Price 30s. 
net. Postage 7d. 


PLASTICS IN BUILDING by Joseph B. Singer. A text-book giving up-to-date information on the 
practical application of plastics in the building industry. Size 84 ins. by 54 ins. 176 pages with over 50 line-diagrams 
and 30 half-tones. Price 18s. net. Postage 5d. 


ACOUSTICS IN MODERN BUILDING PRACTICE by Fritz Ingerslev. Foreword by 
W. A. Allen. A ere scientist is the author of this text-book, a general introduction to architectural 
acoustics. Size 84 ins. by 54 ins. 300 pages, over 220 line- and half-tone illustrations. Price 35s. net. Postage 8d. 


THE MODERN FACTORY by Edward D. Mills. A book to help solve the many problems of 


factory planning, design and construction. Size 9} ins. by 73 ins. 196 pages with bibliography, index, 44 pages of plates 
and many line-drawings. Price 30s. net. Postage Sd. 


THE MODERN SHOP by Brian and Norman Westwood. A practical, comprehensive, up-to-date 
book concerned with the planning, design and equipment of the smaller retail shop. Size 93 ins. by 74 ins. 183 
pages with 135 line illustrations and 165 half-tones. Price 30s. net. Postage 8d. 


a complete new, illustrated catalogue will be sent on application to 


a THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 
9-13 Queen Anne’s Gate London SW1 


U.S.A. The British Book Centre Inc., 122 East 55th Street, New York 22, 
N.Y. U.S.A. 


OvETS€AS { Canada The British Book Service (Canda) Ltd., Kingswood House, 1068 
Broadview Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


South Africa E. Maxwell Arnot, P.O. Box 275, Cape Town, S.A. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertisements should be addressed to the Advt. 
Manager, ‘“ The Architects’ Journal,” 9, 11 and 
13, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W.1, and 
should reach there by first post on Friday 
morning for inclusion in the following Thursday’s 
paper. 

' Replies to Box Numbers should be addressed 
care of “ The Architects’ Journal,’ at the address 
given above. 


x= 


Public and Official Announcements 


25s. per i inch; each additional line, 28. 


The engagement of persons answering these 
| must be made through a Local 
Office of the Ministry of Labour or a Scheduled 
Employment Agency if the applicant is a man 
aged 18-64 inclusive or a woman aged 18-59 
inclusive unless he or she, or the employment, is 
excepted from the provisions of the Notification 
of Vacancies Order, 1952. 


OUNTY 
BOROUG 


eae OF WEST HAM. 
ARCHITECT AND PLANNING 
FICER’S DEPARTMENT. 

Pree are invited from suitably qualified 
persons for the following posts on the ‘permanent 
establishment of the Department of the Borough 
Architect and Planning Officer, in connection with 


the reconstruction programme of the County 
Borough. 

(a) ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. A.P.T., Grade 
VI, £670 x £20 x £20 x £25—£735. 

(b) ASSISTANT, PLANNING. A.P.T.. Grade 
VI, £670 x £20 x £20 x £25—£735. 

(c) ASSISTANT, PLANNING. A.P.T., Grade 
VI, £670 x £20 x £20 x £25—£735. 

(d) ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT. AES, 
Grade I/III, #£465x£15—£510, £495 x £15—£540, 


£525 x £15—£570. 

Applicants for post (a) should be A.R.I.B.A. or 
Registered Architects, and have had experience 
in Housing works and be able to supervise 
Contracts. 

Applicants for post (b) should be A.M.T.P.I., 
with experience in the administrative problems 
and development control arising in the recon- 
struction of war damaged areas. ; 

Applicants for post (c) should be Architect/ 
Planner and suitably qualified, and will be re- 
quired to deal with the layouts for areas of 
Comprehensive Development. 

Applicants for post (d) should have had at 
least three year’s practical experience in am 
Architect’s office and preference will be given 
to candidates who have a the Intermediate 
Examination of the R.I.B.A 

(London allowance payable in addition to 
salary.) 

Application forms (returnable by 9th January, 
1953) to be obtained from the Borough wiki n 
and Planning Officer, Thomas E. North, O.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., Dist.T.P., 70, West Ham Lane, Strat- 


ford, E.15. 
G. E. SMITH, 
Town 


West Ham Town Hall, Stratford, E.15. 


BUCKS NTY COUNCIL. 

Applications ar invited from qualified 
ASSISTANT ARC HITECTS for posts in the 
under- mentioned grades on the staff of the County 
Architect : 

BAe Grade X—(£895—£1,025 p.a.). 

Grade VIII—(£760—£835 p.a.). 

A.P.T. Grade VI—(£670—£735 p.a.). 
The posts offer scope for initiative and 


enthusiasm. Applicants should preferably have 
been trained at recognised School of 
Architecture. 


The appointments are superannuable and sub- 
ject to medical examination. 

4 weekly allowance of 25s. and return fare home 
once every two months may he paid for six 
months to newly appointed married officers of the 
Council unable to find accommodation. 

Further particulars and form of apnlication may 


be obtained from the County Architect, County 
Offices, Aylesbury. to whom applications must be 
delivered by 10th « January, 1953. 7910 


CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 

DRAUGHTSMAN required by the Government 
of Tanganyika for the Surveys and Town Plan- 
ning Department for one tour of two to three 
years in the first instance. The appointment will 
be on probation for permanent and pensionable 
employment. Salary (including present temporary 
allowance of 25 per cent.) in scale (male) £837 to 
£1,050 a year, (female) £670 to £840 a year. 
Outfit allowance up to £45. Free passages. 
Liberal leave on full salary. Local Govenness 
Superannuation rights can be preserved. Candi- 
dates must have had experience as a Draughtsman 
or Engineering Assistant in a Municipal 
Engineer’s office or the office of a Town Planning 
Authority, and must be able to develop detailed 
and finished drawings from preliminary sketches. 
Female candidates must be single. Apply at once 
by letter, stating age, full names in block letters, 
and full particulars of qualifications and experi- 
ence, and mentioning this paver to the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, 4, Millbank. London, 
S.W.1, quoting on letter M.29744.D. The Crown 
Agents cannot undertake to acknowledge all 
applications, and will communicate only with 
applicants selected for further consideration. 7935 
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF ROTHERHAM. 
APPOINTMENT OF ae 
ASSISTANT GR 

Applications are invited appoint- 
ment in the Architect’s Department in the office 
of E. J. Manson, B.Eng. A.M.I.C.E., Borough 
Engineer, at a salary in accordance with Grade 
V of the A.P.T. Division of Scales £595—£645. 

Applicants must be Registered Architects and 
Associate Members of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and preference will be given 
to those having previous experience in the design 
of school buildings. 

Applications, to be endorsed Architectural 
Assistant, stating age, qualifications and details 
of experience, together with names of two referees, 
should be received by me rot later than 12th 
January, 1953. é 

Canvassing will disqualify. 

JOHN S. WALL, 
Town Clerk. 
Municipal Offices, Rotherham. 7906 
UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM. 
SURVEYOR’S DEPARTMENT. 

Applications are invited for the appointment of 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT Salary: £475 
to £575 per annum, according to qualifications and 
experience. 

Form of application and Conditions of Appoint- 
ment may be obtained from the undersigned. 

H, PICKBOURNE, 


Registrar. 
7921 
CITY OF NOTTINGHAM. 
HOUSING ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 
Applications are for the following 


appointments with N.J.C. 
(1) CHIEF ASSISTANT QUANTITY SUR- 
VEYOR. Salary: £815-£935. 

Applicants should preferably have passed the 
Final Examination of the R.I.C.S. (Quantities 
Sub-Division), and be capable of taking charge 
of the Quantity Surveyors’ section dealing with 
large scale housing developments, including multi- 
storey buildings. 


Service conditions :— 


_ (2) JUNIOR ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. 
Salary: £465-£600, according to qualifications and 
experience. 


Applicants should preferably 
Intermediate Examination of the 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, experi- 
ence, present appointment and salary, naming two 
referees, to C. A. Pilkington, Housing Architect, 
The Guildhall, Nottingham, before 17th January, 
1953. 7 


CARSHALTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
Applications are invited for the appointment of 

a TOWN PLANNING ASSISTANT in the Engi- 

neer and Surveyor’s Department, at a salary in 


have passed the 


accordance with Grades A.P.T., V-VI, of the 
National Se ales ( £595-£735), plus London 
“ weighting.” The commencing salary will be 


fixed according to qualifications and experience. 

Applicants must have had good experience in 
the application and administration of the Town 
and Country Planning Acts and hold the Final 
Examination Certificate of the Town Planning 
Institute, and preferably, in addition, hold either 
an engineering or architectural qualification. 

The appointment will be subject to (a) the pro- 
visions of the National Scheme of Conditions of 
Service, (b) the passing of a medical examination 
for superannuation purposes, and (c) one month’s 
notice on either side. 

The Council cannot provide’ the 
applicant with housing accommodation. 

Applications, on forms to be obtained from the 
undersigned, must be returned, together with the 
names of three referees, not later than Wednesday, 
the 14th January, 1953. 

Canvassing in any form will be a disqualifica- 


tion. 
C. H. DURRANT, 
Clerk of the Council. 
District Council Offices, The Grove, 
“‘arshalton, Surrey. 7920 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF DERBY. 
BOROUGH ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 
Applications are invited for the following 

appointments on the permanent staff, in accord- 
ance with the National Scale of Salaries:— 
(a) ONE CLERK OF WORKS Grade III, 
£525-£570. Commencing salary: £525 per annum. 
Applicants should have a sound knowledge of 
all building trades. 


successful 


(b) ONE JUNIOR QUANTITY SURVEYOR. 
Grade I/II, £465-£540. Commencing salary: 
£465 per annum. 


Applicants should have passed_the R.I.C.S. First 
Examination. be note less than 21 vears of age, 
and be experienced in working up bills of quanti- 
ties and measuring up on site. 

The appointments will be subiect to one month’s 
notice in writing on either side and to the terms 
of the National Joint Council’s Scheme of Con- 
ditions of Service and the provisions of the Local 
Government Superannuation Act, 1937, and the 
successful apvlicants will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

Forms of avvlication may be obtained from the 
Rorongh Architect, The Council House, Corpora- 
tion Street, Derby. and should be returned when 
comovleted. together with a copy of one testi- 
monial and the names of two persons to whom 
reference may be made, to arrive not later than 
Monday, 12th January, 1953. 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will be a 
disqualification. 

E. H. NICHOLS. 
Town Clerk 


lix 


COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF ABERDEEN. 
COUNTY ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 
Applications are invited for the post of ASSIS- 

Qu ANTITY SURVEYOR in the County 
Architect’s Department. The salary scale for the 
appointment is £460 to £565 per annum, Placing 
on the scale may be granted according to quali- 
and experience. 

Candidates should have passed the Intermediate 
Examination of the Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors (Quantities Division). 

The appointment is subject to the Local Govern- 
ment Superannuation (Scotland) Act, 1937, and the 
successful candidate will require to pass a medical 
examination. 

Forms of application are obtainable from the 


undersigned, and should be returned not later 
than 16th January, 1953. 
Canvassing of members of the Council, directly 


or indirectly, in connection with this appointment 
shall disqualify the 
‘HAS. HORNA 
County Clerk. 
22, Union Terrace, Aberdeen. 
18th December, 1952. 7922 


CHESTERFIELD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
AND SURVEY’S DEPARTMENT. 
Applications are invited for the following 


appointments : = 
(a) ASSISTANT ENGINEER (CAPITAL 
WORKS), Grade A.P.T., VIII. Salary scale: 


£760-£835. Candidates must be Corporate Members 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers or of the 
Institution of Municipal Engineers, and must 
have had considerable experience in the design 
and construction of sewerage and sewage disposal 
schemes. 

(b) SENIOR ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. Grade 
A.P.T., VI. Salary scale: £670-£735. Candidates 
must be Registered Architects, and must have had 
considerable experience in housing site layouts, 
house and shop design. 

The appointment will be subject to the Scheme 
and Conditions of Service for Local Authorities, 
and to the provisions of the Local Government 
Superannuation Act, 1 and will be terminated 
by one month’s notice’ on either side. The 
successful candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

The Council will give all possible assistance 
towards the provision of HOUSING ACCOMMO- 
DATION for the successful candidate. 

Applications should be made on forms to be 
obtained from the Engineer and Surveyor, Mr. 
J. B. Wikeley, M.Eng., A.M.1.C.E., M.I.Mun.E., 
Barrister-at-Law. Rural Council House, Saltergate, 
Chesterfield, and must be returned to the under- 
signed not later than Friday, 16th January, 1953, 
in an envelope suitably endorsed. 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will dis- 


qualify. 
H. O. HAWKINS 
Clerk to the Council. 
Rural Council House, 


Saltergate, Chesterfield. 7934 


BOROUGH OF MANSFIEL 
APPOINTMENT ARC HITECTU RAL 


Sorniione are invited from Registered Archi- 
tects for the above appointment in the Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor’s Department. The salary 
be in accordance with A.P.T.. V. of the 

National Joint Council’s Scale, and the following 
conditions : — 

(1) N.J.C. Conditions of Service. 

(2) Superannuation Act. 1937, for which purpose 
the selected candidate will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

(3) Residence within the Borough. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, present 
appointment and salary, previous appointments 
and experience, together with copies of not more 


than three testimonials. should be sent to the 
undersigned endorsed ‘“‘ Third Architectural Assis- 
tant,” not later than Monday, the 12th of 


January, 1953. 
C. SHEPHERD. 


Town Clerk. 
Carr Bank. Mansfield. 
15th December, 1952 7937 


CITY OF SALFORD 
ASSISTANT 


Applications are invited for the above post in 
the department of the City Engineer and_Sur- 
veyor. The salary is in scorers with Grade 
A.P.T.. IX (£815-£935), of the National Scheme of 
Conditions of Service. 

anne must be Associate Members of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects and have 
considerable exverience in the design and con- 
struction of schemes for houses, flats, schools and 
public buildings, together with adequate admini- 
strative experience. The pverson appointed will be 
responsible to the Citv Engineer for the control 
of the Architectural Section of the Department. 

The vost is superannuable and subiect to a 
medical examination. 

Detailed avplications, with three referees, should 
be sent to the City Engineer and Surveyor, Town 
Hall, Salford, 3. endorsed “ Chief Assistant Archi- 
tect (Ref. A.J.),” not later than Saturday, 3lst 
January, 1953. 

Avvlicants must disclose. in writing. any_known 
relationship to members or officers of the Council. 

H. TOMSON. 
Town Clerk. 
7940 


7923 
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THE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ESTON. 
APPOINTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL ASSIS- 
TANT, GRADE A.P.T., Va, £625-£685. 
Applications are invited for the above appoint- 

ment. 

Applicants should have experience in housing 
work, and preference will be given to candidates 
with an Architectural qualification. 

The Conditions of Service are those formulated 
by the National Joint Council, and the appoint- 
ment is subject to the passing of a medical ex- 
amination and the’ provisions of the Local 
Government Superannuation Act, 1937. 

Housing accommodation will be made available 
if required. 

Applications, giving full details of training, 
qualifications and exverience, together with copies 
of two recent testimonials, should be sent to me 


by the 13th January, ate 
LARRISON, A.M.L.C.E., 
M.1I.Mun.E., 
Engineer and Surveyor. 
Engineer and Surveyor’s Department, 
Normanby Road, South Bank, 
24th December, 1952. 


ISLE OF MAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD. 
SENIOR ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. 

Applications are invited for the above appoint- 
ment in the department of the Architect and 
Planning Officer, at a salary of £595 x £15—£660. 

The appointment is subject to the Local Govern- 
ment Superannuation Act, 1937. 

A three-bedroom house is available for an annual 
rental of £101 10s. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications, present 
and past employment and experience, present 
salary, and the names of three referees, should be 
sent to Douglas Calder, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L., 
Architect and Planning Officer to the Isle of Man 
Local Government Board, Murray House, Douglas, 
to arrive not later than Thursday, 15th January, 


1953. 
W. H. KARRAN, 
Secretary. 
6, Mount Havelock, Douglas, Isle of Man. 7941 


EAST RIDING = YORKSHIRE COUNTY 
‘OUNCIL 


DEPUTY C OU NTY ARCHITECT. 

Applications are invited from Members of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects for the 
appointment of Deputy County Architect. The 
salary will be £1,050 per annum, rising by annual 
increments of £50 to a maximum of £1,250. 

The appointment will be terminable by three 
months’ notice on either side. 

The successful applicant will be required to 
provide a motor car, in respect of which mileage 
allowances will be paid in accordance with the 
Council’s scales. 

Applicants must disclose in writing whether to 
their knowledge they are related to any member 
or senior officer of the Council. Canvassing will 
disqualify. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications and ex- 
perience, and particulars of present and previous 
appointments. together with the mames and 
addresses of three persons to whom reference can 
be made, must reach me not pene than the first 
post on the 21st 195, 

7. TEPHENSON, 
Clerk of the Council. 
County Hall, Beverley. 
24th December, 1952. 7938 


Architectural Appointments Vacant 


4 lines or under, 78. 6d.; each additional line, 2s. 


The engagement of persons answering these 
advertisements must be made through a Local 
Office of the Ministry of Labour or a Scheduled 
Employment Agency if the applicant is a man 
aged 18-64 inclusive or a@ woman aged 18-59 
inclusive unless he or she, or the employment, is 
excepted from the provisions of the Notification 
of Vacancies Order, 1952. 


UNIOR ARCHITECTURAL = ASSISTANT, 

_male or female, Intermediate standard, 
required for general private practice in 
Westminster. Reply stating age, experience and 
salary required to Box 7898. 


RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT required up 
to R.I.B.A. Final standard, had 
office experience in preparing 4 in. scale drawings, 
4 in. details, specifications and su corviaion for 
general practice. Write stating full particulars 
and salary required to Box 7900. 


= ANT required in small but busy office 
a in West End of London. R.I.B.A. Inter- 
mediate standard. Salary according to experience. 
Write Box 7888. 


RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT, of at least 

i Intermediate standard, or fully qualified, 
required. Neat and good draughtsmanship. 
Applicants interested in contemporary design to 
apply in writing, stating age, qualifications, ex- 
perience, and salary expected, to E, C. Kent, 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., 6, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1. 
7928 


oe ANT required, with several years’ office 
Ps experience, for private practice. Must be 
able to handle contracts without supervision, and 
be willing to undertake short spells in West 
Africa. Apply to Box 7917. 


¢ UALIFIED SENIOR ARC HITECT’S ASSIS- 
TANT required immediately. Interest in 
contemporary design essential, and experience of 
industrial and hospital work. Permanent post for 
suitable applicant, writing to E, 
Collister, A.A.Dipl., A.R.I London Road, 
Chelmsford, Essex. 7916 


RCHITECTURAL 


ASSISTANT required. 


4% Qualified, with 2 or 3 years’ experience in 
private office. Apply Quiggin « Gee, 11, Old Hall 
Street, Liverpool. 7925 


YOOD all-round ASSISTANT required im- 
KW mediately in busy Bristol office. Must be 
thoroughly capable of vreparing attractive per- 
spective siete, working drawings, and details 
on own initiative. State full details of experience 
and salary required. Box 7926 
RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS _ required. 
Experienced modern methods and sound 
knowledge construction and detailing. Apply: 
Trusteel Corporation (Overseas), Ltd. Telephone: 
Watford 6256. 7927 


ENIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT re- 


quired for Provincial office; established 
50 years. Future prospects. Eighteen miles from 
London, electric train service. State experience 
and salary required. Box 7932. 


UNIOR ASSISTANT, able to type, for small 


office, London, W.C.1. State age and salary 


required. Box 7929. 


PPOINTMENT as ARCHITECT in _ private 
Pi practice in established firm in Rhodesia 
setting up a branch office in Northern Rhodesia. 
Applicant must be Associate Member of the 
R.L.1 with considerable experience of all 
classes of architecture, and must be completely 
familiar with the management of an Architect’s 
office, as he will take charge of the branch office. 
Further particulars apply P.O. Box 7931. 


ELFRIDGES, LTD., have a vacancy on the 
staff of the House Architect for an experi- 
enced STORE FITTING DRAUGHTSMAN. 
Apply, stating age, experience, and salary re- 
quired, to: House Architect, Selfridges, Ltd.. 


Oxford Street, W.1._ 7943 
ASSISTANT, with sound practical 
knowledge and experience, not necessarily 


qualified, required for progressive position in busy 
West Riding Architect’s office. Write, giving 
full particulars. Box 7942. 


Other Appointments Vacant 


4 lines or under, 78. 6d.; each additional line, 2s. 


The engagement of persons answering these 
advertisements must be made through a Local 
Ojfice of the Ministry of Labour or a Scheduled 
Employment Agency if the applicant is a man 
aged 18-64 inclusive or a woman aged 18-59 
inclusive unless he or she. or the employment, is 
excepted from the provisions of the Notification 
of Vacancies Order, 1952. 


| ONDON firm of Chartered Quantity Surveyors 
4 require WORKERS-UP and TAKERS-OFF. 
Applicants must be prepared serve short 
periods of approximately 12 months at a time in 
the Middle East, if required. Box 7933. 


Services Offered 


4 lines or under, 7s. 6d.; each additional line, 2s. 


of Quantities. Specifications, etc. All 
grades of Office Staff supplied. Trinity Bureau, 
§0, Bedford Street, Strand, W.C.2. TEM. 3002. 


R.1.B.A., with good all round experi 
e requires part-time or free lance work to 
help his growing practice. MUSeum 9106. 7205 
ENIOR EXECUTIVE seeks responsible sales 
and administrative position in progressive 
company. Extensive personal connections with 
architects, Government Departments, and local 
authorities. Excellent references. Box 7880. 


URVEYING and Levelling of Building Sites 
and Measured Drawings undertaken by ex- 
nerienced Surveyor at moderate charges. Box 


RTIST, specialising in Architectural Per- 
spectives, any medium, seeks new contacts. 
P Rial service outside London, Kent and Sussex 
area. B. Neil, 9, Warrior Square Terrace, St. 
Leonards, Sussex. Tel.: Hastings 6. 7515 


PORARY Sechaical Assistance offered by 
Architect with own office facilities. Plans 
Sketches, Perspectives, Working Drawings and 
Details. Building Surveys, etc. Reliable. work. 
Tel.: Frobisher 1363. 7936 


erspectives 


Peggy Iving will collaborate and operate from 162 Sloane Street, S.W.1. 


R. MYERSCOUGH-WALKER 
announces a _ season of per- 
spectives between January lst 
and March 3lst, 1953. 
Communications to 12 West 


Street, Chichester, Sussex. 


Ss 


PADDINGTON IRONWORKS 


41 NORTH WHARF RD., PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2 


Telephone: PAD 8486 


Telegrams: LINDSAY’S PADDINGTON 8486 
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RCHITECTURAL Perspectives, Axonometrics, 
F and Free Hand Sketches executed in any 
media at short notice; quotations given. Box 


7930 


‘NHARTERED ARCHITECT, 20 years’ experi- 


ence, with small practice in S.W. London, 
offers part-time assistance in any capacity to 
the profession. Own car. Box 7944. 


For Sale or Wanted 


4 lines or under. 7s. 6d.; each additional line, 28 

BOONDITIONED EX-ARMY HUTS, and 

manufactured buildings. Timber, Asbestos, 
Nissen type, Hall type, etc. All sizes and prices. 
Write, call, or telephone, Universal Supplies 
(Belvedere), Ltd., Dept. 25, Crabtree Manorway. 
Belvedere, Kent. Tel.: Erith 2948. 6803 


Miscellaneous 
4 lines or under, 7s. 6d.; each additional line, 28. 
A J. BINNS, LTD., Specialists in the supply 
and fixing of all types of Fencing, Gates 
and Cloakroom Equipment, Harvest Works, 
96/107, St. Paul’s Road, N.1. Canonbury 2061. 
UTHORS invited submit MSS all types (in- 
i cluding Poems) for book publication. 
Stock We.L, Ltp., Elms Court, Ilfracombe. (Estd 
1898.) 7919 
R.1.B.A., wife, child, urgently require un- 
Fe furnished Flat, London area. Responsible 
tenants. Max. rent £120 p.a. No premium, but 
redecoration considered. Box 7924. 


Educational Announcements 
4 lines or under, 78. 6d.; each additional line, 28 


L.C.8., LA.A.8., and I.Q.8. Exams.—Postal 

* Courses conducted by the Ellis School 
A. R. Waters, M.B.E., 

A.), 105B, Old Brompton Road, 8.W.7. 

KEN: Descriptive Booklet on 


R. I.B.A. and T.P.I. EXAMS.—Stuart Stanley 

(Tuton of Arch. and G. A. 
Crockett, M.A.AB.A.. F./A.B.I. A.M.T.P.T. 
Prof. Sir in assn.), prepare 
tudents by correspondence tuition. 10, Adelaide 
Street, Strand, W.C.2. TEM. 1603/4. 
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IFTS 


by MORRIS 


Herbert Morris Ltd 
Loughborough 


Engineering branches in London, Glasgow, 
Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield, 
Newcastle, Cardiff, Bristol, Dundee, Liver- 
pool, Nottingham, Bury St. Edmunds, Belfast 


ABSOLUTE NON-COMBUSTIBILITY WITH 


DURASTEEL 


COMPOSITE STEEL & ASBESTOS ROOFING 
CORRUGATED DURASTEEL Steel-cored 
Asbestos Sheeting conforms to Standard III 
Building Specification ana combines mech. 
anical strength with high fire resistance, 
DURABILITY - SAFETY - LOW MAINTENANCE 
Send for data to manufacturers :— 
Durasteel Ltd., Oldfield Lane, Greenford, Middx 
Tel.: WAXlow 1051 (P.B.X.) 


A INTER, FINAL & 

SPECIAL FINAL 

Postal Courses in all or any subjects including Design 
and Professional Practice, Consultation arranged. 


THE ELLIS 
Principal: A. B. Waters, M.B.E., G.M., F.R.1.B.A. 
103B, OLD BROMPTON RD., ‘LONDON, $.W.7 
Phone: KEN 4477/8/9 and at Worcester 


MODELS =< 


John B. THORP By 


FOR 98 GRAY’S INN ROAD, 

TOWN PLANNING 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS TELEPHONE: 

ESTATES and 
INTERIORS HOLBORN 


Tubular 

steel 

GATES 
cg: 
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2 | 


Heavy, all welded construction 
cannot drop or sag. Reasonable 
delivery of standard sizes. 


BOULTON AND 
PAUL LIMITED 


NORWICH 
Cac 108 


stone— 

king of building materials — 
easily and cheaply cut — 
on site or in quarry — 


with CRS) stone cutting chain saws) 


write for particulars 

of full range of types— 
siskol machines limited, 
sheffield 6 


You are invited to write for an illustrated 
(free) catalogue of 

BOO K architecture, planning, 
and kindred subjects to The Architectural 


Press, 9-13 Queen Anne’s Gate, London, S W 1 


M ETA MICA 


Vermicalite Scientifically Applied 


AGGREGATE 
IN SITU APPLICATIONS 
S PREFABRICATED PRODUCTS 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS AND DETAILS FROM 


METAMICA LTD., 50 BLOOMSBURY 5ST, W.C.I 


FIRE 


WHERE’S YOUR. 


NU-SWIFT? 


The World's Fastest Fire Extinguishers 
— for every Fire Risk 
Pressure-operated by sealed CO, Charges 
NU-SWIFT LTD. * ELLAND + YORKS 
In Every Ship of the Royal Navy 


TELE 
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BGM) 


Rolling mill or rural barn—in situ 
or prefabricated, whatever the job, 
wherever the location, if it involves 
COnstructional steelwork, Walker 
Brothers are interested. Design, 
fabrication, erection — no matter 
what your requirements are—call in 
Walker Brothers. 


SMALL JOB 


— 


consi 
N WALSALL - : STAFFS - ENG TELEPHONE : WALSALL 3136-7-8-9. ESTABLISHED 1867 


London Office: 


66, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Tel: VIC 6049 
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BRIGGS 


AQUALITE 
Bitumen Dampcourse 


cog ‘Laid in a minute... 


lasts as long as the wall’ 


Protects against damp and dry rot. 


WILLIAM BRIGGS & SONS LIMITED 


DUNDEE » LONDON : VAUXHALL GROVE, S.W.8 
Offices & Depots at Aberdeen, Bristol, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 


Leicester, Liverpool, Norwich, Belfast. 
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FOR INFORMATION ON 


COPPER TUBES 


Write for this 16 page publication 
PRESENTING IN CONCISE FORM 
@ PROPERTIES 
@ B.S.S. SPECIFICATION DETAILS 
@ APPLICATION DETAILS 


@ WEIGHTS OF VARIOUS GAUGES 


/ 
Ows- 


ROWNSON’S TUBES 


/ 
ARE THE MOST ECONOMICALLY / 
PRICED TUBES AVAILABLE = 


ROWNSON, DREW & CLYDESDALE LIMITED 


25 UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 


"Established 1819 Phone: WAT. 6321 


BRITAIN’S SUPER SASH CORD 


Weatherproofed by scientific process | 
AT NO EXTRA COST 


Specified by Housing Directors, 
Architects, Surveyors, Builders, etc. 


Weatherproof 
® Non Stretch 


Sash Cords do not @ Durable 


break, they Rot. @ Long 

Stop the Rot, fit Life Janet 
rade Mar 

EVERLASTO ® tow No. 519412 


Supplied in knots 

of 36ft., 50ft., 100ft. 
and coils of 1000ft, 
and 5000ft, lengths, 


Weatherproof and Rot Proof 


SASH CORD 


Also Ideal for Colour Poles, 
Aerial Poles, Inside Clothes 
Airer Rails, etc., etc. 


JAMES LEVER & SONS LTD 


Everlasto Cordage Work 


SES). 


ENDLESS CORD 
STRONG DURABLE 


Ask for details and prices 


Delph Street + BOLTON 


A new technique in LOCK-UP GARAGES 


1 | 


} 


at half the cost of brick buildings 


With the present-day high cost of building materials 

and labour, BATLEY Multiple Concrete Garages 

offer tremendous economies, Employing the well- 

oes a known Batley principle of tongued and grooved 
; a concrete units which are simply bolted together on 
it | - a firm level foundation, these Garages can be ere ted 
= by unskilled labour in hours instead of days. In 


addition to the big saving in initial cost, Batley 
Garages require no maintenance—they last a lifetime 
without attention. They are completely fireproof. 
weatherproof, rotproof and vermin proof. 


Wherever 
lock-up Garages are required—for Municipal Housing 
[ Estates, Hotels, Flats, Armed Services Camps, ete.— 
uu ee it will pay you to investigate, 
three oe at these low prices 
No. of 
i Garages Base Size Total Cose 
2 !6ft. 3in. x l6fe. 4in. £125-0-0 
24ft. 3in. x 16ft. £180-0-0 
t. x 16ft. 4in. £519-0-0 
or more 12 96ft. Jin. x I6ft. 4in. £675-0-0 


Pius £55 per additional garage to any number 
required in one block. 


ATLEY 


MULT CONCRETE GARAGES 
send for full details and brochure to— 


ERNEST BATLEY LTD., 63, Colledge Rd., Holbrooks, Coventry 


Phone: 89245/6 
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Hiring your steel shuttering 


‘H’ frames and props? 


MILLFORMS MILLFRAMES MILLPROPS 


i Li 
a B 


AND SAVE YOURSELF MONEY 
AS WELL AS CONTRACT TIME 


MILLFORMS (the automatically aligning and self-supporting steel shuttering for 
concrete walls, floors, columns and beams), MILLFRAMES (the greatest single time-and- 
labour-saving advance in tubular scaffolding technique) and MILLPROPS (adjustable 
tubular steel shores) are the finest stock investments you can make. They save you money 


every time you use them—and you save more when you own them. Write for full details now. 


MILLS SCAFFOLD CO. LTD. 


Head Office & Depot: TRUSSLEY WORKS, HAMMERSMITH GROVE, LONDON, W.6 - Phone: RiVerside 5026/9 


Agents and Depots: BELFAST BIRMINGHAM BOURNEMOUTH -: BRIGHTON BRISTOL CANTERBURY - CARDIFP 
COVENTRY CROYDON DUBLIN GLASGOW HULL ILFORD LIVERPOOL LOWESTOFT MANCHESTER 
NEWCASTLE NORWICH PLYMOUTH - PORTSMOUTH READING SHIPLEY - SOUTHAMPTON - SWANSEA YARMOUTH 
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